TRAN HAI CHIEN MIDWAY
Lé Chanh Thiém

I. Dan nhap.

Thé chién th{ hai xay ra chi trong vong 6 ndm nhung da dé lai cho nhan loai nhiéu thiét hai dang k€ trén
nhiéu linh vuc. Ngoai su tan pha vé vat chat va chét chdc, thé chién nay con sinh ra chd nghia Cong san,
mot tham hoa khon IuGng va nhitng di hai to 16n ctia né van con dén ngay nay, nhan dan nhiéu nudc
dang con phai ganh chiu biét bao tham trang, hon 80 triéu dan Viét Nam la dién hinh. Néu chi k& vé quan-
su, so v@i thé chién thir nhat, cac tran chién xay ra gilra hai bén ac liét han, quy-md han, cho nén con s6
thiét hai cling to 16n g&p bdi. Nhiing trdn danh ndy Ira da dudc ghi vao quén sur; cac chién-lugc, chién-
thuét rat khac so véi trudc; budc cac chién-lugc-gia phai thay doi chién-thuét, chién-lugc, dudng I6i “diéu
binh khién tudng”... cho cac cudc chién sau nay cling nhu sdng-ché quan-cu sao cho phu-hgp vdi chién
trudng. Riéng vé hai chién, tr viing bién Bic Au dén Thai Binh Dudng (TBD), d& cd nhiéu trdn ndi tiéng
Xay ra, ¢ trdn mang tinh “quyét dinh chién trudng” ma dé tai dang ban dén la mét: tran hai chién quan
dao san ho Midway & Thai Binh Dugng.

Sau khi d& lam cht mét s6 chién-trudng & chau Au, B&c Phi va mot s6 ndi khac, cac chién lugc gia quan
su va chinh pha cta khéi Truc quan-niém rdng mudn thang trén, khéi Truc phai danh bai My. Phan Nhat
chiu trach nhiém chién-trudng chau A, ngoai luc-dia rong I6n con cé dai duong ménh-mong, dang cé Hai-
quan My hién-dién. Néu mudn chién-thdng, Nhat phai danh bai Hai-quan My ma Ham-déi TBD la luc-lugng
nong cot cla Hai-quan Hoa-Ky tai khu-vuc nay, Nhat can phai tiéu diét. Do vay, cac chién-lugc gia quan-
su’ Nhat mot mat rdo-riét nghién-clfu chién lugc, mat khac theo-ddi moi hoat dong cla Hai-quan M.
Trong y d6 “tién ha thu vi cudng”, ho quyét-dinh phai ra tay trudc: sau khi tép kich thanh cong vao Tran
Chau Cang (TCC), Nhat “can phai trir khi” sy’ hién-dién cua quan-doi My tai chau A véi viéc lam tién quyét
la danh chiém can cr My & Midway.

II1. Vi-tri cia Midway va tam quan trong cua tran chién.

Sau khi bat ngd t&n cdng vao Tran Chau Cang cling nhu chiém dugc nhiéu viing dat thudc dia & chau A tir
tay Anh, Phap, Tay Ban Nha, B6 Pao Nha..., gidi lanh-dao quan-su Nhat quyét dinh tiéu-diét Hai quan My
tai Midway dé hoan-t&t y-do thon-tinh toan cdi A chau. Tran hai chién Midway thudng dugc nhic dén do
tam mdtc quan-trong, tran chi€n mang tinh mot mat mot con, theo ding ké-hoach chién-tranh cia hai bén
va nhat la da chon vui khéng biét bao nhiéu sinh mang do tham-vong dién-cudng cta dé-quéc Nhat ma
thiét hai nam vé phia ho. Tran Midway d& lam nhut nhué khi ciia quan Nhat ndi riéng, ctia phe Truc ndi
chung dé& rdi sau dé chién tranh két thic, c(u vét nhan loai thoat khoi vong binh dao.

Hai chién Midway [ tran chién th( nhi trong 6 tran “hai chién hang khéng mau ham” trong thé& chién hai.
DAu tién 13 tran chién bién Coral, tir ngay 04-5 dén 08-5-1942 gitta Hai quan Nhat véi Hai quan Hoa Ky va
Australia. Trong nd luc cing c6 phong thi Nam TBD, Nhat quyét dinh chiém Port Moresby (thudc New
Guinea) va Tulagi (P6ng Nam quan dao Solomon), Nhat goi la Chién dich MO, dudi su’ chi huy cta tudng
Shigeyoshi Inoue. Hoa Ky dd ndm dugc ké hoach cliia Nhat nhd ndm dugc hé thdng tin hiéu tinh bao
(signals intelligence - chan va pha ma théng tin cia déi phuong) nén phai 2 HKMH va cac tuan duang
ham, do D6 déc Frank J. Fletcher chi huy dé€ chdn diing cudc tdn cong clia Nhat. Tran thd ba 13 trdn Dong
Solomom (con goi la tran Quan dao Stewart), tir ngay 24-8 dén 25-8-1942 tai phia Bac Quan dao Santa
Isabel, Solomon. Tran thif tu' la trén Quan dao Santa Cruz, tir ngay 25-10 dén 27-10-1942 tai Quan dao
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Santa Cruz, Solomon. Tran th( ndm 13 trén bién Philippines (ngudi My goi la "The Great Marianas Turkey
Shoot, Tran bdn Ga tdy vi dai 8 Quan dao Marianas"), tir ngay 19-6 dén 20-6-1944 tai bién Philippines do
Tudng Raymond A. Spruance chi huy, Ham d6i 5 Hai quan Hoa Ky quan thao vdi gan 60 chién ham Ién
nho ctia Nhat. Tran chét 1 Hai chién Vinh Leyte, Philippines, tir 23-10 dén 26-10-1944, dién ra trong viing
bién Philippines gan cac dao Leyte, Samar va Luzon, con dudc goi la “Tran chién bién Philippines [an thd
hai", dugc coi la tran hai chién I8n nhat trong Chién tranh Thé gigi th( II, cling la trén hai chién I6n nhat
trong lich s(r Hai chién thdi can dai.
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Ban d6 khu vue Thai Binh Duong, ndi dién ra hai chién Midway

Sau khi tap-kich vao TCC vao ngdy 7-11-1941 gay cho My nhiéu thiét hai cling nhu mét s6 chién thing dé
dang trén vai chién trudng khac tai chdu A, ngudi Nhat tu' hao véi huyén thoai 1a “dao quan bat kha chién
bai”. Vi tham vong “ba cht chdu A” (trong chinh sach “Pai Dong A”) sau khi tham gia vao khéi Truc, D6
HG6c Yamamoto cung véi cac gidi-chc quan-su Nhat da ban dinh ké-hoach tién chi€ém cac muc-tiéu quan-
su, danh dudi su hién-dién cla Au, My tai A Chau. Trong y do nay, doi quan cua Nhat do Tudng
Yamashita chi huy, da tan cong Tan Gia Ba, ndi quan cua tudng Anh la Tomoyuki Yamashita Percival dang
tran gilr, v&i chién thuat la "tran ngap, truy kich va ciing c6". Hang ngan binh si Anh tr trén cung véi 2
chién ham Prince of Wales va Repulse bi ban chim, sau dé budc tudng Percival phai dau hang. Sau khi
chiém Tan Gia Ba, mét trdn Thai Lan ciing roi vao tay quan Nhat. Theo da chién thang do, Yamamoto chi
Xudng va chi huy tran hai chién Midway, quyét tiéu diét hai quan MY tai TBD, cat ddt su hién dién hay tié€p
van cla hai quan My tai viing TBD va mét phan An 6 Ducng (APD).
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So d6 dién tién trdn hai chién lich s Midway

Khi thé chi€n hai cham dut, theo nhiéu chuyén gia nhan dinh vé hai bién cd ndy, cubc tap kich vao TCC
cla Nhat da “bubc My phai nhay vao vong chién” va tran hai chién Midway dudc cho la tran chién then
chot mang tinh “quyét dinh chién trudng”, da “lam cho Nhat bai tran” sau ndy. Ca hai cudc chién déu do
Nhat chd dong, ra tay trudc nhung déu mang lai hau qua khong thuén Igi cho Nhat. Lan dau, Nhat da
“danh thirc ga khdng 16 dang ngu” (awaken a sleeping giant) (1), budc My nhay vao vong chién; lan sau,
chudc 18y tham bai tai chd. C&n cf Midway cach TCC han 1.000 hai-ly, ndm gitra hai trinh ndi chdu My va
chau A, véi dién-tich chi c6 4.7 km? nhung 13 mdt vi-tri chién-luge vd cling quan-trong, 1a 14 chin bao vé
TCC, la mot can-cr Hai-quan quan-trong cla Hoa-Ky, la tién don quan-sat va bao-vé hai-trinh ndi lién hai
dai-luc, la chot bao vé hai trinh huyét mach clia quan My.

Ngudi ta thudng “nhdé” dén tran tan cong vao TCC hon la “biét” tran hai chién Midway vi nhiéu ly do. Thir
nhat, tran tan cong bat ngd cla quan Nhat, mét dat nudc nhd, ngheo danh vao quan doi My, mot nudc
I6n, gidu manh. Th nhi, trdn TCC 1a trn cd ton that rat I6n v& nhan mang va véat chat, nhitng hinh anh
Vvé cac ton that dap vao mat moi ngudi, da ghi vao tdm kham ho vdi nhitng hinh anh khé phai. Thir ba la
ngoai cac muu tinh “liéu linh” cta gidi chi huy quan phiét Nhat cong vdi tinh than chién dau cling nhu su
tuan theo thugng Iénh clia quan doi Nhat cao, da tao nén yéu t6 bat ngd, nhéat thai dem lai chién thang, vi
thé€ dugc cac nudc hiéu chién cho do la bai hoc ddc biét, la tdm guang cho ho bat chudc. Tran dot kich
b4t ngd vao TCC clia quan Nhat kéo dai 2 gi& véi ton that ghi nhan kha I6n: phia My c6 188 may bay bi
pha hay, 155 mdy bay hu hai, 2.345 quan nhan va 57 thuGng dan thiét mang, 1.247 quan nhan va 35
thuong dan bi thuang, 5 thiét giap ham, 2 khu truc ham bi danh chim, 3 thiét giap ham, 3 tuan ducng
ham, 1 khu truc ham va 3 tau khac bi hu hai. Vé phia Nhat ¢ 4 tau ngam bd tui bi danh chim, 1 tau ngam
bd thi mac can, 29 may bay bi ban ha, 55 phi cdng va 9 thiy thd tau ngam bi t&r thuong va 1 bi bat sdng.
Tuy nhién, trdn TCC chi 1 mot trén chién dugc mot sd nha quén su’ cho 1a mdt cudc “tu sat tap thé” cla
mot d6i quan mu quang hy sinh cho mot tham vong dién cudng cta cap chi huy, mot tran danh Ién hon la
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theo bai ban, c6 ké hoach, cong khai, theo |& thudng, bdi Iic d6, My dang dirng ngoai vong chién, vi Dai
s Nhat trao t6i hau tha (ultimatum) khai chi€n sau khi phi cd clia ho da xuat kich tan cong Hai Quan My.
Ngudi Nhat danh gia sai vé quan ddi My: tuy that bai 8 TCC nhung thuc luc clia quan ddi My rat dang ké.
Tran hai chién Midway sau ndy mdi cho quan Nhat thay rdng quan ddi My khong dé bi danh bai nhu' ho
tudng va gidc mong ba chu chau A cta ho khd thanh su thét.

Tudng cling can biét thém, bién c& Nhat tdnh cong TCC xay ra ciing do tir quyét dinh cua tdng théng My:
“Téng thng Roosevelt ra Iénh tap trung Hai quan Hoa Ky tai Trdn Chau cang, thay vi tai bS bién phia Tay
nudc My nhu trudc” (& cac hai cang: Seattle, Monterey, Oakland, San Francisco, San Diego). Viéc thay doi
vi tri dong quan nay khién ngudi Nhat tudng rdng Hoa Ky dang slra soan gay han véi Nhat. Ho coi viéc My
tap trung Hai quan tai quan dao Hawaii nhu la “mot miii dao chia vao trdi tim Nhat” nén viéc tan cong TCC
bdng trd thanh mot “nhiém vu cap thiét” han bao git hét.

Nhan day, ta cling nén xem lai viéc dung tur ngir “tran chi€én” trong bién c6 Tran Chau Cang nam 1941.
Cudc tan cdng TCC khdng thé goi 1a mdt “tran” vi chi cd phia Nhat bt ngd tdn cong va phia My khdng biét
trudc sé bi tan cong. Trudc do, My va Nhat cling chua khai chién hay la ké thu clia nhau nén My khéng dé
phong. Viéc tdp kich TCC la chi truong chinh clla Yamamoto xuét phat tir sau quyét dinh cla vi tdng
thong thudc dang Dan Chu cia My. Yamamoto phai si quan hanh quan cia minh la Pho Dé déc Kuroshima
dem moét 13 tho dén BO Tham Muu Hai quan tai Pong Kinh trinh bay ly do nén danh TCC, cé doan viét:

-"Su’ hién dién cta ham doi My tai Hawaii la mét mii dao gdm cdm vao ¢6 hong ching ta. Néu ching ta
chinh thirc tuyén chién véi My thi chién dich Bong Nam A sé& rat dé bi (MJ) t&n cong vao canh sudn".

Tom lai, hai chién Midway déu dugc hai bén cho la quan trong, mét tran chién then chét mot mat mot
con. Phia Nhat cho la danh Midway thi bat budc My phai clru vién, khi d6, Nhat sé chdn danh quan clu
vién, nhu vay, chi cdn mét trdn ma Nhat cd thé tiéu diét toan bd quan My tai Thai Binh Duong. Phia My thi
cho 13 Midway I3 tién ddn cta My, vi tri cé thé ki€ém soét hai trinh tir chinh quéc dé tiép t& cho céc can cl
My & chau A cling nhu lién lac véi Uc chau, bao vé va téng cudng cc canh quan dong Minh tai A chau, vi
thé& phai bao vé& dén cling. Do vay, hai bén chuén bi ki cang véi bao nhiéu tinh todn, cdn nhic va theo ddi
dich tha sat nut.

[ SRS SNY
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HKMH USS Midway CVB-41 ndm 1975 khi yém trg cho VNCH d€ di tan ngudi Viét ty nan Cong San.
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III. So-lugc vé hai vi chi-huy.

Tran hai chién Midway dugc chi huy bdi hai danh tudng cua hai nudc. Phia Nhat la D6 Doc Isoroku
Yamamoto, Tu-Iénh Ham ddi Lién hgp Nhat, mot trong ba tén trum dau-sé quan su cua Phat-xit Nhat. Hai
quan Hoa-Ky dugc chi huy bgi B6-Dbc Chester William Nimitz, mot danh tudng Hai quan My, ngudi dugc
nhiéu chuyén gia quan su’ goi 1a “ky-si trén bién-cd”. Chlng ta chi luSt so luge ca nhan 2 vi chi huy va di
sau vao chu dé la tran hai chién Midway.

1. Po6-Poc Isoroku Yamamoto.

D6 bOc Yamamoto trén chi€n ham Nhat.

Isoroku Sadayoshi (Cao Da Ngi Thap Luc) la tén chao dgi cua D6 Boc Isoroku Yamamoto (Son Ban Ngii
Thap Luc), sinh tai lang Kushigun Sonshomura, thudc quan Niigata trén dao Hokaido, Nhat. Ong Ia con
cla 6ng Takano Sadayoshi {Cao Da Trinh Cat, mot samurai cap thap cla H6i Samurai Nhat, dong thdi gilr
chirc gidao hoc cho phién chu phién Nagaoka} va ba Mineko, con gai mot trai chu nudi bo sifa. Ngay 4-4-
1884, 6ng Takano Sadayoshi dang ngoi chai cd véi mot ngudi ban thi mét dira con cla 6ng chay dén bao
tin vg dang dau dé, can mét cd dd. Ong Sadayoshi sai difa con di tim ¢ d8, van tiép tuc chdi cd bdi lic
dé 6ng da gia roi va dlra con sap sinh 1a dra con th( bay nén 6ng khdng hao hirng vé chuyén co thém
con nay cho Idm. Khi ba vg bao 6ng ddt tén cho con, dng ndi: "Nam nay ta da 56 tudi rdi, hdy goi nd la
Nam-Muai-Sau" (ti€éng Nhat, Isoroku cé nghia la 56).

L8n 1én, Isoroku Yamamoto ghi danh vao Hoc vién Hai-quan Nhat tai Etajima, Hiroshima vao nam 1901,
tot nghiép vao nam 1904 vé&i cap-bac Thi€u-Uy du-bi Hai-quan. Nam sau, ong tham-du trong cudc hai
chién Nga - Nhat. Trong tran nay 6ng bi mat 2 ngdn tay trén ban tay trai. TU nam 1919 dén nam 1921,
ong theo hoc tai Harvard University, Hoa-Ky. Tur 1926 dén 1928, 6ng la Tuy vién Hai Quan tai toa Dai sir
Nhat & Washington DC. Trong nhiing thgi gian & Hoa-Ky, 6ng bo nhiéu thi gid chu du khadp nudc My véi
muc-dich tim hiéu Hoa Ky nhiéu han dé& can diing mai sau.
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Chéin dung D6 Ddc Isoroku Yamamoto

Nam 1937, Yamamoto diéu dong phi-cd Nhat ném bom tan-pha Nam-Kinh, Thugng-Hai (Trung Hoa). Nam
1939, 6ng dugc chi dinh lam Tu-Lénh Tap Hgp Hai-quan Hoang-Gia Nhat. Trong nhiém vu nay, ong chu
truong va nghién clu chién-lugc dé ndm 1941, quan Nhét tap kich thanh-céng vao c&n ¢ Hai quan My &
TCC. V3i tham vong 1am ba chl chau A trong chinh sach “Pai Pong A”, Yamamoto cting vdi cac gidi-churc
quan-su’ cung chinh-pht Nhat da hoach dinh ké-hoach tan chiém cic muc-tiéu quan-su, danh dudi su
hién-dién cta Au, My tai A Chau. Trong y do nay, Yamamoto chl xudng va chi huy trdn Midway ndm 1942
nhung da chudc 1y tham bai & ché dé rdi ndm sau, dng bi d6i phuong sét hai. Vao ngay 18-4, trong mot
cudc thi-sat Guadalcanal, phia Bac quan dao Salomon, D6-Ddc Yamamoto bi phi-cd My phuc-kich ban ha,
ong bi tr thuong, kéo theo nhiéu su tham bai lién tiép dé& réi nudc Nhat phai dau hang vé diéu kién sau
dé vdi quan déi dong minh.

Isoroku Yamamoto khi con tré

Vé chiic vu, Yamamoto tirng 1a Tu-lénh ham ddi I, rdi Téng chi-huy quén-ddi Nhat tai Déng-Dudng
(1940), gilt chifc vu cao nhét trong Hai quan Hoang-Gia Nhat. Ong con déng gdp trong viéc thiét-ké cac
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ki€u mau dé ché-tao HKMH cho Hai quan Nhat. Ong dugc Nhat-Hoang Hirohito téng huan-chudng “Huc
nhat tring quang” (anh sang mat trdi moc), mot huy-chuong cao quy nhat clia Hoang-gia Nhat.

2. D6-Poc Chester William Nimitz.
(Xem chi tiét trong bai: DO BOC CHESTER W. NIMITZ, “KY SI TREN BIEN CA”)

Photo # 80.G-466244  Adm Chester W Nimitz, USN, circa 1942

Chan dung D6 D¢ Nimitz, hinh chup nim 1942.

Do6-Ddc Chester W. Nimitz sinh ngay 24-2-1885 tai Fredericksburg, Texas; dugc chinh pha My ctr lam “Tu-
Lénh Ham D6i TBD” sau vu Nhéat tap kich vao TCC. Ong tuyén thé nhdm chiic vao ngay 31-12-1941.
Nimitz t6t nghiép hang th(r 7 trong 114 khéa sinh tai Hoc vién Hai-quan & Annapolis vao nam 1905. Sd
lugc vé thdng cdp trong Hai quan My: Nimitz dugc gan Hai Quan Thiéu-Gy (Ensign) ngay 7-01-1907;
khong mang cap Trung-Uy (Lieutenant Junior Grade), vi dugc ddc cach mang Dai-Uy (Lieutenant) ngay 31-
01-1910, dudc gan cdp Thi€u Ta (Lieutenant Commander) vao 29-8-1916, thdng cdp Trung Ta
(Commander) ngay 01-02-1918, mang cap bai-ta (Captain) ngay 02-6-1927, khong mang Pho Dé Boc
{Rear Admiral (lower half), 1 sao)} do dugc dac cach Ién Dé DAc {Rear Admiral (upper half), 2 sao} ngay
23-6-1938, khong mang Phé D6 Doc (Vice Admiral, 3 sao) do dugc thang cap dac cach l1én B6 Ddc
(Admiral, 4 sao) ngay 31-12-1941; mang Thuy su D6 Doc (Fleet Admiral, 5 sao) vao ngay 19-12-1944 sau
khi dugc Qudc Hoi My phé chudn theo luat dinh (2). Ong man phan ngay 20-2-1966 tai San Francisco,
dudc an tang tai Golden-Gate National Cemetry, gan thanh phd San Francisco, California.

Trong quén ngii, 6ng dudc thugng cap tir quén-ddi dén chinh quyén tin tudng, dén dé sau vu TCC, Téng-
Thong Franklin Roosevelt g&i dén Bo trudng Bo Hai Quan MY la Frank Knox chi thi nhu sau:

-"Ra Iénh cho Nimitz dén Tran Chau Cang va & d6 cho dén khi chién thdng” (Tell Nimitz to get the hell to
Pearl Harbor and stay there until the war is won).

Trudc khi Ién dudng dao nhdm, Do-Bbc Chester W. Nimitz con nhan mot ménh 1énh néng né ma khong dé
thuc hién tir B6 trudng B Hai-quan Frank Knox:
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-“Bao-v€ an-toan cho nuGc MY, bao-v€ hai trinh tUr My di Hawaii, d&n Midway, dén Australia, ngin
chan quan Nhat md& réng hoat ddng & TBD va khéi phuc y-chi da bi lung lay cla Ham d6i TBD”.

Toan canh Hoc vién Hai Quin Annapolis
(The United States Naval Academy), tai Annapolis, Maryland

IV. Cac cuoc chién khagi dau truéc tran Midway.

La mot si-quan uvu-td, nhiéu nang-luc khac thudng cung vdi tinh tdo bao, Nimitz da cd nhirng thanh-tich
dang ké trong sudt ddi quan-ngli. Nhitng y niém vé chi-huy, chién thuét, chién-lugc trong 6ng sém manh-
nha khi cudc chién bung nd. Ong dd c6 nhitng du dinh vé diéu-binh, khién tudng... trong uSc ma néu
dudc thugng cép tin tudng va giao cho 6ng chifc vu quan-trong. Chién trudng TBD la nai d€ éng thuc-thi
hoai-bdo clia minh, dugc mét s& nha quéan-su cho 13 “con kinh-ngu dugc dip viing-vay trong bién xanh”.
Trudc tran Midway, Nimitz da tung ra nhitng don bat ngs xudng quan ddi Nhat va thu dugc thang Igi.

Thiéu Uy Chester W. Nimitz di'ng canh 6ng N6i, nim 1907.

1. Tan-cong quan Nhat trén quan dao Marshall.
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Tran chién “ra mat” va cling la trén chi€h md man cho chién-dich Midway trong chdc vu mdi la cudc tan
cong vao cac can c Nhat trén quan dao Marshall. Nghién-ciiu tinh-hinh cing nhifng tin-tdc tinh-bdo nhan
dugc, D6 Boc Nimitz di dén mot quyét-dinh tdo-bao. SGm ngay 1-2-1942, 6ng ra Iénh cho 37 phdng-phao-
cd, 6 may bay chién-dau xudt-phat tir Hang-khong Mau-ham (HKMH) Yorktown cting véi 9 phi-ca phdng
ngu-I6i truc chi muc-tiéu la quan-dao Marshall va Gilbert do quan Nhat chiém déng trudc dé. Day la cudc
chién xem nhu ¢ mot bén: chi c6 quan My tan cong, quan Nhat chi dd don do hoan-toan khong dé phong
vi tudng rdng Hai quan My da “hoan toan kiét qué sau tran TCC”. Chién thdng ndy cta Hai quan My, ngoai
viéc dugc phat di trén hé thong truyén thanh trén nudc My con dudc phat ra toan thé gidi, da lam nic
long dan ching My, vuc lai tinh than cho quan ddi My sau “ndi nhuc TCC”, dem lai niém tin tudng vao
quan déi My cho cac nudc déng minh.

Chester Nimitz khi mang cap bac Thiy su’' D6 Déc (5 sao).
2. Oanh kich cac can cir trén dat Nhat.

Vao cudi thang Hai ndm 1942, thém mot hanh-dong tao bao khac, D6 B6c Nimitz lai cho Khéng quan cla
Hai quan My tap-kich cac can-cr Nhat trén dao Oake va Manlan. Quan Nhat don tru tai dé dang ngu say vi
khéng ngd rdng quan My dam danh vao cac dao gan dat Nhat nhu vay nén da Io-1a viéc phong-thl. Cac
cdn-cl trén dao nay trd thanh bién Itra, quan trd phong lam mdi cho bom dan My. Phi-c My ving-vay
trén bau trdi, hoan thanh nhiém-vu ma khdng gép strc khang-cu’ nao, khdng bi thiét hai nao dang ké.

3. Oanh tac Tokyo.

Tran chién th ba cling la mét hanh-dong tao-bao khac khi Nimitz “"dam” cho phi-cg oanh kich Tokyo,
trung-tdm dau ndo Nhat, noi chi-huy cudc chién. Day la [an dau tién phi-cd My tdn-cdng vao lanh-thé
Nhat. Sang ngay 18-4-1942, Trung-Ta James H. Doolittle dan d&u phi-ddi North-American B-25B Mitchells
goém 16 chiéc phdong-phao-ca B-25, mét loai phdng-phdo-co hang trung, cat canh tir HKMH USS Hornet (3)
(cung vai USS Entreprise CVN 65) dang & cach Tokyo dén 668 hai-ly dang trén dudng hudng vé dat Nhat,
bay dén muc-tiéu. HKMH USS Hornet cung véi HKMH USS Entreprise CVN 65 khi dé dang cung hoat dong
chung mot khu vuc.
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Nhét hoang Hirohito

P& danh Ilra, phan-tan su chi-y cta Nhat, Nimitz ra 1énh ba chiéc trong s& 16 phi-co dé bay dén 3 thanh-
pho khac trén dat Nhat la Osaka, Yokohama va Kyoto. 13 chi€c con lai do Trung-Ta James Doolittle chi-
huy, truc chi Tokyo. Trong su’ bat ngd, cac phi-cd My da trdt hang tram tan bom dan xu6ng “trai tim” cla
Nhat roi ung-dung bay di, tao nén cl soc I6n cho quan dan Nhat va su ngac-nhién cho ca thé-gidi, gieo
ndi kinh hoang dau tién cho dan chiing Nhat. Day 1a “don bat ngd” chua titng c6 cho Nhét, ciing 1a niém
kiéu-hanh cho quan-déi My, la tam gudng can-dam, tdo-bao cho quan-luc cac nudc du ban hay thu. Vi
quang cach qud xa nén cac phi cd thi hanh phi vu nay khdng du nhién liéu dé tr§ vé cac HKMH My, mot
phan do k& hoach thay ddi vao phut chét tir cac tinh huéng bat ngd xay ra so véi du’ trli nén sau khi hoan
thanh nhiém vu, cac phi cd nay phai dap tai nhiéu ngi trén dat Tau. Cac phi cong, mot s6 dugc dan Tau
che chd trudc su truy tim ctia quan Nhat dang chiém déng nudc Tau, mot sd khac bi bat va bi quan Nhat
tra thu mot cach da man.

4. Tan cong dao Turachi.

Vao ngay 2-5-1942, Thly-quén Luc-chién Nhat d& bd 1én dao Turachi ma khdng gdp khang cu nao. Hai
hdom sau, trong khi quan Nhat dang &n mirng thdng Igi thi phi-cd My xudt phat tir HKMH Yorktown bay
dén oanh-kich d{r doi. Quan Nhat bi thiét-hai ndng-né: ngoai s6 déng quan trd phong thuagng vong con cd
2 tau van tai, 2 tuan-duagng-ham, 1 khu-truc-ham bi danh chim va mot s6 khac bi hu hai nang.

Sau cac cudc tan-cong chdp nhoang nodi trén vao quan Nhat cla Hai-quan My, cac tudng lanh va cac
chién-lugc-gia hai bén da doc tam nghién-ctru chién-thuat, chién-lugc méi cho phu-hgp vdi tinh thé. Vé
phia Nhat, Yamamoto va cac tudng Nhat ban Iénh cho thudc cdp theo-dodi, truy-lung, bam sat cac tau
chién My. Phia My ciing thé&, D6 D&c Nimitz cho rdng Nhat chua bi thiét hai HKMH nao, phai tim cach diét
bét tau chién Nhat, dé la cdc m6i nguy cho ham déi My. Nimitz chi thi 2 HKMH Yorktown va Lexington
lang |& theo-ddi ham-ddi Nhat, ngoai viéc thu thap tin tdc tinh bao va tham khong qua viéc gidi ma cac tin
tic quan Nhat danh di va nhan dugc, sé dugc dé cap dén & phan sau.
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Nhéat Hoang Hirohito chao than dan khi ho dén chao 6ng.
5. Tran danh dao san ho:

Trong khi HKMH Tudng-Phong, mdt trong cac HKMH chu-luc cia Nhat dang tuan-tiéu trén bién thi bat
ngd bi phi-cd My tan-cong dir-doi, ham trudng ra Iénh cho phi-ca 1én nghénh chién vi ho khdng phat giac
dudc phi co My trudc dé. Khi do, 2 HKMH cua My la USS Yorktown va USS Lexington lai xuat hién va cac
phi-cg trén doé bay Ién “lam thit” chi€c Tudng-Phong. Sau 20 phut chién-dau, HKMH Tudng-Phong da di
vao long dai-duong, mang theo tat ca cac thuy-thd Nhat con dang say men chién-thang. Day la lan dau,
quan My danh chim HKMH déi phuong.

Dén dém dd, khi biét Hai quan Nhat rut lui, D6-B6c Nimitz ra 1énh truy-kich. Hai hom sau, ham-doi My va
Nhat gap nhau trén quan-dao san-ho. Hai ham d0i cach xa nhau mady tram hai-ly, cung biét vi-tri doi
phudng, cac vi chi huy tung toan-bd luc lugng khong quan trén dé choi nhau trén bau trgi vi hai bén cling
thdy nhau. D&y la trdn khdng chién &c liét nhat cia hai bén ké tir khi My tham chién. Phia Nhét, chién dau
vGi tinh than liéu linh, cdm t; phia My, véi vii khi t6i tan va chién thuat khda, kha nang tac chién cla phi
cbng cao. Tan cudc chién, thiét hai dugc ghi nhan kha I6n cho ca hai bén, bat phan thang bai.

Trén danh trén dao San-h6 lam Nhét nan chi, tir bo cac y dinh dién cudng da cd. Pay cling la thang Igi co
tinh chién-lugc cho My va dong-minh, lam cac qudc gia thudc phe Déng-minh tin-tudng hon vao chién
thang chdng khdi Truc, nhéat la dap tan huyén thoai ciia dén Phu-tang cho rang quan Nhéat la dbi quan
“bat kha chién bai".

Tuy thanh cdng trong cc cudc tdn-cdng ndi trén nhung DO-Bdc Nimitz vAn biét réng dé chi 1a nhing
thang Igi nhd, mang tinh khich-1é long quan-si han la Iam nghiéng can can hai bén. That vy, luc-lugng
Nhat chua bj thiét-hai bao nhiéu, viing Dong Nam A, An o, M& Lai, Nam Dudng... d& lot vao tay quan
Nhat, ho van lién tuc md cac trdn danh & cac ndi khac va cac tudng lanh Nhat van con say men chién
thang, cam thdy “chua vira 1ong” nén Nhat quyét-dinh ma& thém nhiing mat tran mdi. D6-DSc Nimitz con
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biét tham-vong cua Nhét la dinh chiém quan-dao Salomon, New Ghiné, uy-hi€p Australia, chd dgi cac
bién-chuyén mdi dé c6 cac ké-hoach thén-tinh khac sau dé.

V. Dién-tién tran Midway.
1. Cac y niém chién thuat va cac chuan bi ban dau:

Khi chién-dich tdn-cong quan dao Marshall dang & cao diém thi D8-DSc Chester W. Nimitz cling d& chuén
bi cho chién-dich Midway. Nimitz tin rdng trudc sau gi Nhat cling sé tdn-cong Midway dé lam té-liét Hai-
quan My vi do 1a vi tri vO ciing quan trong. Ong quan niém réng “néu dé Nhat chiém Midway thi hai trinh
phia DAng, tuyén giao-thdng sinh tr cla My sé bi cat dut, viéc lién lac, tiép té€ tir My dén Hawaii, Midway,
Australia... s& chdm dit, My khdng con can-c(r trd quan dé kiém-soat hai-trinh huyét-mach va quan-trong,
nhat la cac hoat-dong ctia My s€ bi Nhat biét dugc”. Do vay, 6ng da doc tam nghién-cltu chién-lugc hop ly
dé ap-dung ngd hau mang lai chién-thdng néu cd giao tranh. Ong ra 1énh cho thudc cdp theo-ddi, ghi
nhan, bao cdo... moi hoat dong cua quan Nhat Ién thugng cap cung véi viéc chi thi cho cac chuyén-vién
nghién-cttu tin-tirc tinh bao, tham khéng gia tang hoat dong. Cac ghi nhan phai dugc g&i ngay “bat c(r Itc
nao” dén cac chuyén gia phan-tich khi ho nhan dugc, trong muc-tiéu t6i hau: phai chién-thang trudc quan
do6i Nhat.

b6 e Tojo, than tugng clia Hai Quan Hoang Gia Nhat

Vé phan D6 D8c Yamamoto, éng da vach ra k& hoach d&€ danh chiém Midway tir 1au. Vao thang 4-1942,
Yamamoto dua ké-hoach tac-chi€én clia minh trinh |én thugng cap ¢ Bong Kinh nhung bi bac-bo. Thé
nhung sau khi Tokyo bi 13 oanh-tac cd My bé bom, B6 Tham-muu Nhat ben chap-thuan ké-hoach ma
Yamamoto dé trinh truéc dé. Hoi dong quan Iuc Nhat dua ra “ménh-lénh th 18” mang tén “Tac-chién
Mihao”: tan cong can cf Midway. K& hoach du tru sé€ tan cong vao thang 6-1942 nhung du tru thi dugc
thanh hinh vao thang 5-1942.

Thdi-gian do, phia Nhat rat ban ron vdi nhiéu chi thi, ménh Iénh cho nhiéu chién-trudng & nhiéu nai, cac
mat 1énh, dién bdo dudc gdi di, nhan dudc lién-tuc. Trong nhitng mat ma Nhat chuyén di ma My bat
dudc, Nhat dung nhiéu [an am hiéu “AF”. Hai chif nay dudc cac si-quan tinh-bao My tai “don vi Mat ma
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Hypo” cua PP Nimitz tai TCC nghién-clru va du doan né am chi dao Midway. Jasper Holmes, mot si quan
tré clia Hai quan My nghi ra mot muu k€& va trinh bay cho ban gidi ma Hypo dé c6 thé xac dinh chinh xac
vi tri ciia AF ma Nhét thudng dung. Bang cach st dung day cap ngdm dudi bién, Holmes yéu ciu céc chi
huy cdn c Midway guUi qua radio mdt tin gdi vé tdng hanh dinh & TCC néi réng “nudc udng dang can &
Midway vi nha may loc nudc bi hdng”. Tin nay phai dugc gui bang ki€u mat ma thudng ma ho cho rang
ngudi Nhat dé dang biét cach gidi ma. Ngay 10-5, khi dé nghi ndy dudc cac si quan tinh bdo trinh 1én, D6
DBoc Nimitz chap-thuan. Cac si-quan quan-bao My bén ra “don nhi” dich: Trua hom dé, tir can-c Midway,
mot dién tin do My phat di vdi n6i-dung “Nudc udng tai can cf Midway dang can vi thiét-bi cat loc nudc bi
truc-tréc”. Quan My 6 tinh dling moi cach cho quan Nhat nhan dugc mot cach dé-dang dién béo ndy. Thé
la phia Nhat da mdc muu, cd dd an cau: hai ngay sau, tham-khéng ctia My thu dugc mét dién-bdo cua
Nhat d&@ ma hoa bang IN-25 (4): “AF gap phai nhitng van dé vé nudc ngot, luc lugng tdn cong phai sdp
san k& hoach vé van dé nay”. Dién bdo nay cho thdy chic-chdn réng “AF” 1d mat danh clia dao Midway.
TU do, D6 Doc Nimitz biét rd y do cia Yamamoto: “Midway da trd thanh muc-tiéu cia Nhat”, trudc sau gi
Nhat cling sé tan-cong Midway.

Tudng ciling can biét thém, ngoai don vi mat ma Hypo cia BD Nimitz con cd “"OP-20-G” la don vi mat ma
riéng cua D6 Boc Ernest King, thugng cap cla Nimitz tai Washington D.C. Trong vu ndy, OP-20-Glai lai
doan “AF” 1a quan dao Aleut (& ti€u bang Alaska) nhung DD Nimitz lai tin vao du doan cla thudc cap va
nhan dinh cua chinh 6ng. Va 6ng da khong lam.

Logo clia Hai Quan Hoang Gia Nhat Ban (Imperial Japanese Navy).

Thdi gian luu trd trén dat My va sau bao nghién cltu v& quan ddi My cling chién trudng chau A, D6 Pdc
Yamamoto y thiic réng mudn thdng My & chau A, quan Nhat phai dua vao uu-thé clia Hai quan va Khdng
quan V@i cac phi-d6i cam-tr “Than-Phong”, danh vao cac ham doi My. Theo nhan dinh, Yamamoto cho
rang: “Chi can tdn-cong vao Midway 1a My phai déc toan bd luc lugng dé bdo-vé ndi ndy. Néu nhu My
tdng vién, Nhat sé dbc toan luc dé tiéu diét luc-lugng My”. Va néu nhu vy, chi can mét tran Ia Nhat cé
thé tiéu diét hoan toan Ham ddi TBD ctia My ma ham-ddi TBD 13 linh-hdn cta Hai-quan My.

Thét ra, Yamamoto hiéu rat nhiéu vé My. Ong ting theo hoc tai Pai hoc Harvard, timg la Tuy-vién Hai-

quan cula sir-quan Nhat tai Washington D.C., trong long 6ng khéng bao giG quén cau ndi cia Thu-Tudng
Anh, Sir. Winston Churchill:
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“Nudc My l1a mét cai ndi stp-de (5) c8 bu, chi can dét Ira ¢ dudi, nd sé sinh ra mdt ndng-lugng khdng-

A 17

[of
Tuy nhién, sau khi tdn-cdng TCC, 6ng da phat-bi€u mot cach lo-l8ng:

-'Tdi e rang nhitng gi ching ta da lam d& danh thic ga khéng 16 dang ngu va lam cho hdn ¢ nhiing
quyét dinh khang khiép” (I fear all we have done is to awaken a sleeping giant and fill him with a terrible
resolved).

Dau vy, sau chién-thdng TCC cling nhu cac chién thdng clia quan DU tai cdc mét tran Au Chau, Phi
chau... va clia quan Nhat tai nhiéu mét tr&n & Chau A, 6ng ta tin réng chi cdn mét tran Midway nifa 1a Hai-
quan My sé kiét qué, khd cd thé phuc-hdi, ma néu cd phuc-hdi thi ciling rat 1du. Yamamoto cho rang khi
quan My bi ton that néng, chién trudng chau A méc strc cho quan ddi Nhat tung-hoanh, 1d3m mua 13m gio.

TU tham vong dién r6 d6, Yamamoto quyét-dinh tung vao tran Midway mot luc-luang hing-hau chua ting
c6: 8 HKMH trong dd cé 4 chiéc Xich-Thanh, Gia-Ha, Phi-Long, Thuang-Long (Hiryu, Kaga, Soryu, Akagi)
la nhitng HKMH néi tiéng hang nhat cia Nhat, 4 khu-truc-ham hang ndng, 700 phi-cd cac loai, chuin bi
mot s6 16n quan dé tan-cong 18n dao va chan danh quén tdng vién My. Ngoai ra, phan I6n quan cha-luc
clia Nhat dugc 6ng ta trai dai theo hai trinh cdc ndi ham ddi My cd thé di qua. V3i chién thudt nhu vay,
Yamamoto quyét tam tiéu-diét quan My vdi y chi “mot mat mot con”.

Logo clia B Hai Quan My

VEé phia My, Iuc-lugng it han nhiéu: chi c6 3 HKMH: ngoai chi€c Enterprise (Big E) con chiéc Yorktown bi
hu hai trong tran dao San-h6 vira mdi stra-chira lai, 20 tuan-duong va mot s6 khu-truc ham. Vé khong
quan, s may bay it han rat nhiéu so vai Nhat. V& hau c thi rat xa, viéc ti€p t€ khd khan, cac hoat dong
dé bi Nhat phac-gidc, theo-ddi. P8-PSc Nimitz han ai hét hiéu rd thuc luc ctia minh nén da ban cling BO
Tham Muu nhiing k€ hoach tac chién phu hgp véi quan tinh clia 6ng dang chi huy. Thém vao dé, véi long
quyét tdm, ong khong hé sg-hai. Ngoai ra, mét yéu té vo cung quan trong ma bat c(r vi chi huy nao ciing
mong uGc trudc khi “vao tran”, dé la “biét moi tin tic vé quan dich”. DD Nimitz may man cé dugc diéu
nay: “moi hoat déng clia quan Nhat dng déu biét rd” qua cac tin tirc cia quan Nhat chuyén cho nhau ma
cac dan vi tinh bao, thdm khong cia 6ng nhan dugdc qua viéc “giai” dugc cac mat ma cua Nhat. Trudc khi
vao tran, 6ng gdi dén thudc cap mot cong-dién véi ndi dung:

-“Trén nay cho cac ban cd-hdi dé gidng cho quan thu nhitng don ndng-né. Cac ban sé dang Ién cho T6-
qudc ching ta nhirng c6ng-hién to I6n".
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Ph6 D6 Boc Nagumo, mot trong nhifng vi chi huy truc ti€p tran Midway.

Ong d3 chi thi cho nganh quan bao hoat-ddng tich-cuc hon dé theo-ddi dich quén, chi thi cho quan tru
phong Midway tang cudng canh-giac, theo-ddi moi hoat dong quanh minh, dua ca 3 HKMH va quan chu-
luc &n ndp mot ndi kin ddo cach Midway hon 200 didm, san-sang chd xudt kich theo 1énh. Cac chuyén gia
quéan su khéng hiéu vi sao Nhat khdng phét gidc dudc su vdng mét cla cac tau chién “chl luc” ctia MY,
giong nhu khi tdn cong TCC, s6 chién ham My & TCC ciing khong dau tai dé nhu thudng 1€ theo nhu
ngudi Nhat ghi nhan.

2. Dién-tién tran ac chién Midway.

Phia Nhat, Yamamoto chi-dinh Phé Bé-Ddc Nagumo truc-ti€p chi-huy mat-trdn, con 6ng chi huy tdng quét.
Phé D6-b6c Nagumo phan-doan tinh-hinh va cho Yamamoto biét y dinh nhu sau:

~'Quan dich van chua biét y do cta ching ta, khdng thdy cé ham doi My & quanh day. Sau khi tiéu-diét
xong can-cU trén dao Midway cung véi may bay va cong-trinh quan-su’ trén do, ching ta sé dén danh
ham doi tang vién clia My va sé tiéu-diét nd”.

Phia Nhat cho rang thuc Iuc ciia My khéng dang k&, ngay ca cd su hién dién ctia 3 HKMH My |a Enterprise,
Hornet va Yorktown nén viéc 3 HKMH My c6 mat hay khong ciing khong thanh van dé. Hon nitra, bi tap
kich bat ngd lic rang dong, thai gian ma binh linh I6-1a han do mét moi sudt dém qua, quan Nhat tin chac
My sé& bi ton that nang né, gidng nhu ho da tdn cong TCC ciing vao Idc binh minh. Ngoai ra, trong nhitng
ngay trudc ngay Nhat du dinh tan-cong, Nhat khong thdy 3 HKMH clia My & gan Midway. That ra, clung
véi 3 HKMH vira k€, Pd-Béc Nimitz con ¢ 76 chién ham thién chién khac trong tay, mdt luc lugng hing
hau han phia Nhat [dm tudng, nhat la tinh than quyét chién cla quan quan My & moi dan vi.

Luc 3 gid sang ngay 4-6-1942, theo Iénh ctia Phé D6 Dbc Chuichi Nagumo, 108 mdy bay Nhat cat canh tur
mot HKMH trong ti€éng hoan-hd vang trdi, lao vé hudng Midway cach né 240 miles (386 km). Thé nhung
quan Nhat khong biét mot diéu la Nhat da bi My gidm-sat chat-ché tir 1du, moi dong tinh ciia Nhat déu
khéng qua mat dugc quan-ddi My. Khi phi-c Nhat cat canh, phia My da biét ngay ma Nhat thi tin la My
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khong biét. Phia Nhat hoan toan bat ngd khi phi-cd Nhéat chua tdi dao thi phi-co trinh-sat My da tha phao
sang trén dao, phi-co My dudi dat cat da chudn bi san, cat cAnh dén danh, cling véi mang Ui phong-thu
bdng sling cao-xa trén dao nha dan tdi tap vao phi-cd Nhat dang lao dén do dugc hda chau soi sang.

-"Pgt khong kich dau tién cta Nhat vao Midway hoan-toan bi quan dich bé gay”, theo bao-cdo cla si-quan
chi-huy Nhat. Dot nay, luc lugng tan-cong cta Nhat gan nhu bi tiéu-diét hoan toan.

P 38 clia Hoa Ky, loai phi ¢d da phuc kich giét chét b6 b6c Yamamoto.

Tuy thé, cac vi chi huy Nhat khdng tir bd y dinh, ho bén chuyén qua ké-hoach khac. Dén 7 gi§ séng, theo
lénh D6 Doc Nagumo, cac phi-cd Nhat cé nhiém-vu tuan phong quanh bau trdi ma cac HKMH Nhat dang
chay d€ chdng tau My phai dam nhén tién-hanh dgt khdng kich th(r nhi. Cac mdy bay tudn phong nay
dugc 1énh PPD Nagumo trd vé cdc HKMH, phai thdo bé ngu-16i dang mang trén phi-ca, deo bom vao dé
cung Vvéi cac phong-phdo-co con lai khac tan cong vao Midway. Dén 8 gid sang, phi-co trinh-sat Nhat
phat-gidc ham doi My chi con cach ham-d6i Nhat cé 200 hai-ly. Phat-giac nay lam cho Tudng Nagumo bdi-
r6i vi 6ng nhan biét rang moi du dinh trudc d6 cla 6ng la sai lam. Do vay, dén 8 gi¢ 30, 6ng ta lai ra
quyét dinh mai, mot quyét dinh trai ngugc vdi Iénh vira ban ra:

-"RUt hét cac mdy bay dang bay di tdn-cong Midway trd vé HKMH, trit b bom ra va deo ngu-16i vao dé
tan-cong cac HKMH My".

Dén lac nay, cac quan nhan trén cac HKMH Nhat hoan toan mét-moi do da lam viéc qua nhiéu. Lac 9:18
sang, cac phi-cd Nhat da tré vé du trén cac HKMH trong khi ham d6i Nhat truc chi vé phia ham doi My.
Hai phdt sau, 15 phéng ngu 16i tudn tiéu cd clia My phéat gidc cdc HKMH Nhat. Thé 13 tir xa, cic phéng
ngu 16i cd nay lao vao cac HKMH Nhat. Cung lic do, nghe tin HKMH Nhat c6 mat, 30 may bay phong phao
My cling nhap vao cudc chién. Cac phi-cong My da anh-diing chién dau dén dé sau khi tan tran, chi con 6
chiéc song sot tr@ vé can-cu.

Trong khi Nhat déc toan luc dé ddi-phd vai cac tuan-tidu-cd clia My thi cic oanh-tac-cd ctia My trén hai

HKMH d6ng loat cat canh, nham vao cac HKMH Nhat. Phia Nhat thi khong hé hay biét diéu nay vi trudc do
ho khong biét cac HKMH My & dau nén khdng biét cac phi-cd My dang xuat-kich. Hon nira, ho khong cé
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ké-hoach trudc dé dsi-phd véi nguy-ca bi quan My tdn-cdng. Ngoai cac phi-cd trén HKMH ra, cac phi-co
My tr c8n cr Midway ciing dudc huy-dong dé tiéu-diét cac HKMH Nhét.

Thiét Giap ham Nhat bi phi ¢d My tan cong blc chay

Khi chiéc phi-cd Nhat dau tién cat canh cho dgt du dinh tan-cdng mdi thi ho thdy phdng phao-co My dang
nham vao ham doi Nhat lao tdi. Trén khéng trung, tirng doan, tung doan phi-cd My nhu ddm may den che
kin bau tri nhdm vao 4 muc-tiéu la 4 HKMH Nhat. Phia Nhat hoan-toan bi dong: cac phi-co Nhat bi tan-
cong ngay tu dau, tir cac chiéc da cat canh dén nhirng chiéc chua kip cat canh, khong cé hanh dong
khang cu nao trudc tinh than quyét chién cua cac phi cong My.

Pang bi thiét hai bdi phi cd My tan cong, cac HKMH lai bi mot vo dau khing khi€p han nira. Cac vi chi huy
Hai quan Nhat da pham phai mét sai [dm v6 cung to I6n, vo phuang clru-van. Ciing chinh sai [am nay da
chdn vi chinh ho, chén vui ludn tham vong ciia ngudi Nhét. Vi 1énh thay déi lién tuc va gép rut, binh si
lam viéc nhiéu nén qua mét-mai, vi vay, s6 bom va ngu 16i ma ho g& ra trudc d6 qua nhiéu, da khong dua
xuéng ham tau kip thdi ma dudc chat thanh dong trén san tau hay canh cac ham chra may bay. Tai-nan
dén vdi ho khi bi cac phi-co My bo bom vao cac HKMH Nhat, s6 bom dan chat thanh dong nay la 10 thubc
nG khdng 16, khi bi kich hda bdi bom dan phi cd My bén vao, né nd tung. Sau vai gid, cac chiéc HKMH
Nhat da timg 13 niém tu-hdo clia Hai-quan Nhat v§ tung, vinh-vién di vao 1ong dai-duong tiic khic, mang
theo tat ca quan trang quan dung, quan quan trén no cung vdi long kiéu-hanh cia ho ma khong kip ho
“Thién-Hoang Van tué!” (Tenno Heika Banzai) nhu ho tirng lam. Trong khi trén cac HKMH Nhat phai lo doi
phd vé6i hoa hoan, tén that do bom va ngu 16i cia ho né tung, cac phi ca My tha hd trit bom, ban pha cac
HKMH va chién ham hé tong ma khéng gap bat c su khang cu nao. Ngoai ra, bd quan cia Nhat dugc rai
dai dé “dgi tiéu diét quan My tang vién” cling bi oanh tac ndng né do phia My biét trudc tirng vi tri Nhat
ém quan chd dgi.

3. Ton that hai phia.

Tran chién Midway cd y-nghia lich-sir nay da két-thlc vao ngay 7-6-1942. Phia My thiét hai 150 may bay,
307 quan-nhan thiét mang, 1 khu-truc ham bi danh chim, HKMH Yorktown bi tau ngam Nhat danh chim
khéng lau sau cudc hdn chién ndy trong Ilc dugc truc vét vao cling ngay 7-6. V& phia Nhat, su thiét hai to
I6n khdng thé tudng: ngoai viéc 4 HKMH hang dau cla Nhat la Akagi, Kaga, Soryu va Hiryu, 12 tuan-
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dugng ham bi danh chim, 253 may bay cung 3.500 si-quan va binh-si trén dé da tan thay, tran Midway
con xda bo huyén thoai cia quan-déi Nhat la “doan quan bach chién”, da giéng Ién ti€ng chudng “bdo tu”
trén chién-trudng vung TBD cla quan-doi Nhat. Ta hdy nghe cac IGi binh-luan vé tran Midway cla cac
“6ng I6n” sau khi tan cudc hai chién.

Tha-Tudng Anh, Sir. Winston Churchill phat biéu:

-“Trén hai chién Midway da lam xoay chuyén uu-th€ quan Nhét & TBD, la budc ngoéc khién cho thdi oanh-
liét xua cta dich quan khong bao giG trd lai dugc nira”.

Tu-Iénh chién-trudng, D6 Doc Nimitz khiém nhudng hon:

~Tran chién dao Midway, nhitng tén-th4t ma quan Nhat phai ganh chiu con ndng né gap 10 [an ndi nhuc
ma quan My phai chiu dung & TCC".

Con Bo-boc Yamamoto, ngudi chi huy quan Nhat, sau khi két-thic tran chién cling phai mé miéng:
-"“T6i phai ta t6i v&i Thién-Hoang!”.
Mot si-quan thudc cap cua Nimitz tham du tran chién noi:

-"Thang Igi ndy la cong lao cta Tu-Lénh Nimitz nhd su’ manh-dan, quyét-doan, thdng-minh va thién-tai
chi-huy ctia 6ng”.

Photo # NH 73065 Japanese asrcraft camer Hiryu buming, moming of § June 1942

HKMH Hiryu cla Nhat bi tan cong ngay 5-6-1942
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HKMH Hiryu clia Nhat bi phi ¢ My ban chay.
4. Anh huéng ctia cudc chién
a. Anh huéng truc tiép:

DE danh gid mét cudc chién, doi hoi phai phan tich that ti mi vi ngoai tinh thién chién cia quan si con lién
qguan dén ca chién lugc, chién thuat. Theo nhu phan dau da ndi, “tran Midway la tran chién quyét dinh
cho chién trudng Thai Binh Dudng” tuy rang Hoa Ky chua thé thdng Nhat vao Idc trdn chién Midway két
thic. DAu vdy, trdn nay da gilp Hoa KY tUr trang thai that th& (sau ton that tai TCC) sang trang thai can
bang va sau dé khong lau chiém thé thugng phong, gay thiét hai ndng cho luc lugng Nhéat khién khong
thé hoi phuc lai dugdc, rat ngdn chién tranh Thai Binh Dudng, tuy rang Hai quan Nhat con gan i tiép tuc
chién ddu mot thdi gian nita. Nhan ra su’ bat 6n cia Nhét nén chi 2 thang sau trén Midway, My tan cong
Guadalcanal. Néu khodng cé thang Igi & Midway, ngudi My khdng thé s6m md& méat trdn mdi s6m nhu' thé
hodc cé thi cling khdng thanh cong nhu ho da dat dugc & trén Guadalcanal, tao nén anh hudng sau rong
trong tién trinh chién tranh, cung vdi viéc luc lugng tau ngam cta Ham doi Thai Binh Dudng da lam nén
kinh t& Nhat di dén chd dinh tré vao thang 1-1945.
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HKMH USS Midway CVB-41 nay 1a Bdo tang vién neo tai San Diego, California.

Viéc My loai 4 hang khdng mau ham clia Nhat ra ngoai vong chién trong trdn nay 1& mdt ton that khdng
thé thay thé dugc, Nhat da khdng thé bS sung du 4 chiéc khac mai cho dén dau ndm 1945. Vé khéng
quan, Nhat bi thiét hai s6 phi cong ma nudc Nhat phai huan luyén trong nhiéu nam, mot nan dé Nhat kho
giadi quyét. Trong thdi gian dd, Hai quan Hoa Ky dd dua vao phuc vu hang chuc mau ham I6n nhd méi
ddéng va vo s6 mau ham hd téng, v s6 phi cdng méi hudn luyén dugc dua vao tham chién. Nhu vay, tran
Midway da gay thiét hai 1du dai cho Hai quan Nhéat va rat ngdn thdi gian ma hai quan Nhéat c6 thé chién
dau trong nhitng diéu kién co Igi. Pay la mot tai hoa cho BE qudc Nhat khi ho mudn tién hanh nhiing
chién dich quy md han dé chéng lai Hoa Ky.

Tran Midway la mot don chi tlr danh vao quan Nhéat va phe Truc. Chuong trinh huan luyén phi cong cla
Nhét trudc chién tranh dao tao ra cac phi cdng vSi phdm chét rat cao nhung véi s6 lugng it. Tai Midway,
Nhat mat rat nhiéu cac phi cong thién chién nay chi trong mét ngay ma chuang trinh huan luyén dao tao
trong mét nam. Trong cac tran chién sau nay (trén Guadalcanal vao nam 1942, tran Bo6ng Solomon, tran
Santa Cruz) khong quan cua Hai quan Nhat khong gugng day dudc béi bi ti€u hao Iuc lugng. Cac nha
hoach dinh chién lugc cta Nhat da du doan sai [dm va khong lugng dugc sic minh cho mét cudc chién
tranh 1au dai va lién tuc. Nhat da khéng bé sung cho nhiing thiét hai vé tau bé, phi cdng, thay tha, binh
linh, sing dan, trang thiét bi, ti€p liéu tir hdu phugng v.v... Mat khac, su mat can ddi nay trd nén toi té
han khi cac may bay chién dau thé hé sau clia Hoa Ky to rd tinh uu viét trudc may bay cia Nhat. Dén
gitra nam 1943, sau thiét hai 8 Midway va quan dao Solomons da lam kiét qué luc lugng khong quan cla
ham d6i Nhat. Té& hon nita, Nhat van gilt cac phi cong diéu luyén & lai chién d4u, Iam suy yéu néng luc
hudn luyén d6i ngl phi cdng mdi; trai lai, Hai quan My cho cac phi cdng xuat sdc cia ho trd vé hudn luyén
dé day lai cho quan nhan méi vé cac ky nang trong chién dau.

b6 D6c Nimitz (trai) dang ban luan chién sy véi DD Ernest J. King trén chi€én ham My.
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b. Anh huéng chién luvgc:

Anh hudng cua trdn Midway ciing dudc danh gid bang nghién cltu ngudc lai: gia st cac chién ham cla
Hoa Ky bi quan Nhat tiéu diét. Nhiéu nha nghién c(tu cho rdng néu nhu vy, su bai tran cla Hoa Ky tai
Midway da cd thé kéo dai cudc chién tai Thai Binh Duong, lam chdm su khdi dau cda chién cudc hao mon
toan dién. Néu nhu vay, vdi chi 2 hang khdng mau ham con kha ndng chién d&u (chiéc Saratoga va
Wasp), My budc phai & thé phong ngu’ chién luge cho dén cubi ndm 1942. Khi d6, quan Nhat cé thé tiép
tuc ti€n dén New Hebrides (sat Australia), cdt dit lién hé clia Hoa Ky véi Australia, dong thdi hoan tat viéc
xam chiém New Guinea, khdng ché& hai trinh t0 My di Pong A, Uc chau. Mét diéu nira, néu that bai &
Midway c6 thé dan dén viéc cach chirc nhitng tudng linh tai gidi va quan trong, nhu Nimitz va Spruance.
Céc chién dich tan cong trén Thai Binh Ducng sé bi tri hodn dén cudi ndm 1943, khi cdc mau ham thé hé
Essex va Independence c6 mat véi s6 lugng thich dang. Bay la nhirng that bai v6 cung to I6n cho My va
ddng minh sau ndy. Ciing gia thiét nhu th&, néu Hoa Ky thua trén, cac cuéc hanh quan dé bd Béc Phi, Dia
Trung Hai, Normandy chua chdc da xay ra va néu co ciing chua chac sém nhu thuc t€ da xay ra.

Tuan duong ham Mikuma cta Nhat bi ban chay.

Tuy nhién, theo nhiéu nhan dinh, du Hoa Ky thua tran Midway di chdng nifa, cui cling thi Nhat van sé
thua Hoa Ky trén mat trén Thai Binh Dugng khi so sanh tugng quan vé tiém luc quan sy, kinh té, quan s6
va ky nang chién dau cua 2 quan luc, nhat la hai quan. Hau phudng cla quan My la mot kho tiép liéu vo
clng to 16n cd thé dép Ung dugc nhitng nhu cdu cho chién trudng, v&i ddi ngli nhan vién uvu td va tai
nguyén thién nhién do6i dao. Quan ddi My cung vdi nguon ti€p vién tur ngudi My cho quan doi dong minh
trong cac mat trén vao cudi thé chién da lam nghiéng can can quéan su’ dé thé chién chdm dt, cho ta thay
nhan dinh nay khong sai lam.

VI. Cai chét cua Yamamoto:
1. K& hoach “am sat Yamamoto”

Sau khi that tran hai chién Midway, quan Nhat nhan thém mot don dau khac nita, dé la cai chét cua vi Tu
lénh “than tugng” clia ho: D6 Doc Yamamoto. Trudc dd, trong chién-tranh, mot quy ludt tuy khong ¢ van
ban chinh-thirc nhung thudng dugc cac nudc thi-hanh la khéng dugc am-sat cap chi-huy déi phuong. Thé
nhung trong thé-chién th(r hai thi khdc hadn. Thu-Tudng Anh Winston Churchill, cic Téng théng My
Franklin Roosevelt, Dwight David Eisenhower déu da tung bi khdi Truc uy-hi€p mang s6ng. Vi thé, D6-Ddc
Nimitz quyét-dinh: “Ha sat D6 Ddc Yamamoto 1a viéc phai lam”. Ong noi:
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-“Trong nhitng ngay mot mat mot con nhu thé ndy, khdng con dao-nghia, luét-1é gi d€ néi nita. Chinh
Nhat da dau tién vi pham quy-dinh chién-tranh. Du la tudng lanh hay binh si, déu la muc tiéu cta ho ha
sat hgp phap”.

Phi cd P-38 cla Quén luc MY, “tht pham” da ha sat Yamamoto

Chiéu ngay 14-4-1943, t& mat ma tinh-bdo quan ddi My bat dugc mot birc dién méat ma cao-cap clia Nhat
danh di theo “kiéu s8” (4), dudc Nhat goi 1a “dién mét ma mau tim”, ¢ dd mat rat cao. Sau 2 ngay 2 dém
nghién-cltu, cac chuyén-vién quan-su’ My da tim ra ma khéa, biét dugc ndi dung bl dién, noi vé thdi gian
va dia-diém di thi-sat cac don-vi Nhat clia Dd-Ddc Yamamoto:

-“Tudng quin “GF” (t0’c Yamamoto), 8 giG sang ngay 18-4 s€ dung 2 phi-cd céng kich Luc quin véi 6
phi-co chién-dau h-tdng, tir Rabaul (7) di thi sat Ballali va quan ddo Bougainville. Phi-d6i sé ha canh
xu0ng Ballali lic 9:45 phut sang”.

M3i dén ngay nay, nhiéu chuyén gia quan su’ van chua hiéu tai sao ngudi Nhat 1am nhu vdy, mot hanh
ddng vo cling nguy hiém trong Iic chién tran dang hdi khéc-liét. Trong thdi chién ma tiét 16 ti-mi 1 trinh
cta thugng cdp nhu vay la diéu tuyét d6i khong nén lam. C6 nhan dinh cho la “Nhat chd-quan rang mat
ma IN-25 cta ho kho bi gidi mad dugc”, ngudi thi cho la “Nhat cho rdng My bi ho gidm-sat moi hoat-dong
nén chi quan, khinh dich”. Sau khi chién tranh chdm dit, nguGi ta méi biét rang “quan bao tham khong
My da doc dugc hau hét nhitng tin hiéu, tin tic cia quan Nhat danh di va do dé biét trudc dudc ké hoach
va hoat dong cta quan Nhat”. Do biét trudc moi dudng di nudc budc cia quan Nhat nén su that bai cua
clia Nhat la diéu khéng thé tranh khoi. Trong mot 13 thu guri cho théng d6c Dewey cla New York, tudng
George Catlett Marshall, Jr., Tham Muu trudng Lién quan My, da viét:

-"Trén danh bién San hd dd dugc dat cdn ban trén su giai thich mat ma cla hai quan Nhat, do do6 s6 chién
ham it i clia ching ta d& dudc bd tri vao ding chd va ding Iic. Hon nifa, ching ta da cd thé tap trung
luc lugng it 6i clia ching ta dé chén su tién quéan cua dich tai dao Midway".

Ong con viét:

-"Céc chién dich tai Thai Binh Ducng phan 16n dugc hudng dan bai tin tirc ma chiing ta thau thap dugc vé
céc su phéi tri ciia hai quan Nhat. Chlng ta biét rd dugc siic manh clia ho tai mdi cdn c(r...ching ta kiém
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soat dugc dugc su' di chuyén ham ddi ctia ho...va ching ta chi viéc ra Iénh cho tiém thly dinh chd san tai

dia diém thuan Igi nhat dé tan cong".

HKMH USS Yorktown bi phi ¢cd Nhat tép trung tan coéng.
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HKMH Yorktown cla Hai quan My bi tan cong bGc chay nhung n6 khong chim
khi trén chién dang dién ra. Yorktown bi chim sau d6, do bi thiy 16i Nhat tan cong.

Trd lai van dé, ban ma dugc dé trinh 1én Bo-D6c Nimitz. Sang s6m ngay 15-4-1942, Thi€u-Ta tinh-bao
Edwin Layton mang mat dién dén van-phong cta Nimitz. Sau khi trao mat dién, 6ng ta noi:

- Thua Tu-Lénh, c6 tin vé “0ng ban cla chuing ta” roi!
Sau khi xem xong mat dién, Nimitz hoi:
-*Anh thay nén lam thé nao? C6 nén ha sat khong?”.

Edwin Layton thua:
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-"Ngai hiéu rd tdm-ly ngudi Nhat, ngoai Nhat Hoang ra thi Yamamoto la than tugng cta ho. Néu trir khir
dugc Do Boc Yamamoto thi it nhat cling lam sa sut tinh than clia Hai quan Nhat va sé lam cho ca nudc
Nhat bai r6i”.

Nimitz hdi lai:

-“T6i mudn biét 13 ho cb thé dua ra mot Yamamoto khac khdng?”.

Edwin Layton cugi:

~“Thua Tu-Lénh, diéu dé cling gidng nhu thi du Ngai bi ho ha sat thi Iam sao cé thé tim dugc ngai Nimitz
th(r nhi?”.

Nimitz cling cudi theo:

-"Chung ta thir xem!”.

Phi cG P-38 tan cong phi cd ho tong cho chiéc phi ¢d Nhat chd D6 Ddc Yamamoto

Quyét-dinh ha sat Yamamoto dugdc gdi vé Toa Bach-Oc IGc 11 giS trua ngdy 17-4-1942. Téng thdng
Roosevelt va Bd trudng Knox ban bac va can nhdc. Pang tai ban &n, vi Téng Tu Lénh clia quan doi My ra
quyét-dinh:

-“Ra Iénh ban ha may bay Yamamoto!”.

Quyét dinh dugc gdi dén cho Do-Dbc Nimitz.
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Céc phi c¢d P 38 tan céng doan cong voi chd Yamamoto.

Theo du dinh clla Yamamoto, tai dao Rabaul, ndi 6ng sé& chi toa mdt cudc hop quan su dé thao cac k&
hoach ti€p tuc cudc chién dau vdéi hai quan My. Cudc hop nay rat quan trong, bdi vi sau khi that tran
Midway, 4 mau ham bi My danh chim 13 t8n that vé vat chat to 16n nhung ton that tinh than cling khong
kém vi hai quan Nhét ndi riéng cling toan thé quan ddi Nhat ndi chung tiéu tan méng chién thang, khdng
con huyén thoai la doan quan “bat kha chién bai” nira. Sau hai chién Midway, quan d6i Nhat phai rat lui
khoi Guadacanal, Yamamoto du dodn My cé du thi gi& d&€ mé cac cudc tdn cdng mdi, va sé chiém dan
ting dao mot dé day lui quan Nhat. T day, quan Nhat phai duong dau vdi quan My, bat cl tir phia nao.
Ong biét réng cac si quan cao cdp Nhat chi trich, do 16i cho nhau trong cac that bai vira qua cta Nhat,
Yamamoto rat lo ngai trudc thai do nay cua ho, vi vay 6ng quyét dinh phai dich than di tham cac cén cr
va binh si Nhat, thdm viéng cac tién don hai quan xa nhat dé gay lai niém tin va tinh than chién ddu cho
nhitng binh si chua hét bang hoang vé& nhiing that trén quan trong vira qua va ciing dé xoa diu cac si
quan Nhat ddi choi nhau méc du éng biét chuyén di cta dng rat nguy hiém. Yamamoto cling muén gdp
tudng Hyakutake, vi chi huy Quan doan 17 cia Nhat trong tran Guadacanal thu6c quan dao Solomon.
Theo ké-hoach, ngay 18-4-1943, Yamamoto s€ dén Ballale va Buin thudc quan-dao Bougainville & Nam
Théi Binh Duong (gan Papua New Guinea) d€ thi-sat quan doi Nhat dang don tru tai ddy. Trong doan
Yamamoto di thi-sat, cd 2 chiéc Mitsubishi G4M (ngudGi My goi la Betty) chd cac si quan cao cap Nhat,
dugc ho tong bdi 6 phi-ca chi€én-dau Mitsubishi A6M3 Zero Model 22 (nguGi My goi la Zero) loai chién dau
co “s6 mot” thai do. D6-Boc Nimitz phai 18 chiéc P-38 cat canh tir can-cr Henderson, Guadalcanal “phuc-
kich” (ambush) Yamamoto trén khong-trung vai nghiém lénh:

-"Bang moi gia, phai triét ha phi ca chd Yamamoto” (destroy Yamamoto's aircraft “at all costs 7).

Trong cubc hop phéan chia trach nhiém tai Guadalcanal do B6-B6c Mitscher cha tri, Thi€u Ta John Mitchell
thudc Phi-d6i 339 cua Phi-doan 13 thudc Luc-quan My dugc chi dinh dam-trach cong-tac nay. John
Mitchell chon nhirng phi cdng tai gidi nhat trong Phi d6i ma 6ng tung biét dugc kha nang clia ho va tat ca
cac phi cong rat hanh dién khi dugc tham gia vao mét cong tac quan trong nhu vay. Mitchell dugc trao
mot burc dién tin:
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"Hoa Thinh Don. T6i1 Mat.
B0 trudng B6 Hai quan gui si quan chi huy tai phi trudng Henderson.

D6 Pdc Yamamoto cung v6i D6 Pdc tham muu va 7 tudng Nhat khac da rdi Truk sang nay d€ thanh
tra can c(f Bougainville. Yamamoto va phai doan di chuyén trong 2 chiéc Betty va c6 6 chiéc Zero hd
tdng. C6 thé c6 thém phi cd hd t6ng theo nghi 1& danh du tir Kahili. Yamamoto t&i Rabaul vio lac
16:00 va nghi dém tai d6. Sang sém sé rGi di Kahili va t8i noi khoang 9:45. Sau d6 Yamamoto sé 1én
chiéc tiém thly dinh d€ thanh tra cac don vi hai quan clia d6 d6c Tanaka."

"Sang ngay 18-4, phi d0i 339 cb cac phi cd P.38 phai bay tGi va tiéu diét Yamamoto va doan tiy tung
bang moi gi4. CAc thing xing trir bi sé tir Port Morseby t3i nGi vao chiéu ngay 17-4. Tin tinh b4o cho
bi€t Yamamoto r4t ding gid. Tong théng coi cude hanh quan nay cuc ky quan trong. Thong bao két
qua ngay t(rc khac vé Hoa Thinh Dén.

Frank Knox,
B0 trudng B6 Hai quin”.

“Tai liéu t6i mat nay khéng dude sao chép lai va ciing khong duge luu gill; ma phai tiéu hly ngay sau
khi hoan thanh nhiém vu".

2. Trén khéng chién ngén ngui.

P-38 la loai phi-cd c6 2 dong cgd, than doi, trang-bi 4 sing dai lién 50 va 1 dai bac 20 ly, bay xa, bay
nhanh va tich hgp cho khong chién, phuc kich, dugc chon cho cong tac nay. Theo du tru, toan chién dau
cd cla Thiéu Ta John Mitchell phan chia thanh 2 nhdm: nhdém 4 phi-co goi la “phan doi sat tha” (killer
section) gébm cd bai-Uy Thomas G. Lanphier Jr. la trudng toan, Dai-Uy Rex T. Barber, Dai-Uy Besby F.
Holmes va Dai-Uy Raymond K. Hine cé nhiém-vu triét-ha phi-cd chd Yamamoto; nhém 14 chiéc con lai do
Thiéu T4 John Mitchell chi huy, bay & cao dd 6.000 mét dé “du dich”, v&i nhiém vu hd-tdng, bao-vé cho 4
chiéc “sdn mdi” clia Dai Uy Lanphier. Phi doi phai gilt im-ldng vo-tuyén tuyét d6i, han ché dén murc t6i da
trong viéc lién lac v8i nhau dé khoi 16 bi mat. Cac phi cdng trong todn cdng tac nay rat can-dam vi ho biét
rang ho chi ¢ 18 chi€c may bay, c6 thé ho bi han 80 may bay Nhét dang déu tai phi trudng Bougainville
tdn cdng dé bao-vé cho Yamamoto néu can. 18 chiéc phai d6i mat véi 80 chiéc, mét hanh ddng khdng
phai “dling cam” la gi?

Dén sang s6m hom 18-4-1943 thi viéc gan thém cac thung xang phu vao 18 chiéc P.38 hoan tat vi cac
may bay nay khong du xang bay vé vi qua xa nén phai cé binh xang phu. Bldng 7 gid 20, chiéc P.38 dau
tién cat canh. Co 2 chiéc bi truc trac ky thuat phai bd lai nén chi cé 16 phi cd P.38 bay vé hudng dao
Bougainville. Cling vao sang hém d6, ddng 6 gid, Yamamoto khdi hanh ti€p cudc thanh tra tir dao Rabaul
trén chiéc oanh tac co Mitsubishi G4M “Betty” son soc mau xanh |4 cdy dé€ nguy trang, cé Thiéu ta Ishizaki
la thu ky riéng cla Yamamoto, D6 Déc Quan y Takata va vién si quan tham muu Tobana cung di. Trén
chiéc Mitsubishi G4M “Betty” th(r hai c6 Tham Muu trudng cla Yamamoto la D6 B6c Matome Ugaki, D&
Pdc Kitamura va si quan vién thdng 13 thiéu t& Muroi. D6 Ddc Yamamoto va P6 D¢ Matome Ukagi déu
ngdi vao chd clia phi cdng chinh, con phi cdng phu dam trach viéc 1ai may bay. Hai phi cd chd cac D6 Déc
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bay sat nhau, con 6 chiéc Zero thi 2 chiéc bay hai bén trai, 2 chi€c bay bén phai va 2 chiéc con lai bay bén
trén va Ui lai phia sau, cd nhiém vu hé tdng. Lic 9 giG 30 sang, khi bay gan dén dao Bougainville thi tat
ca doan bay thap xubng, vao khoang 2.000 bd. Luc nay ciing la lic doan phi cg cua Thi€u Ta John
Mitchell vira bay tdi nai, thi gian ding y nhu tinh toan chi ly cia ngudi M.

Khi vira thay toan may bay cta Thi€u Ta John Mitchell & trén cao, toan 6 phi-cd Zero ciia Nhat voi lao dén
dé tdn cbng, tring vao k& “du dich” ctia phi-cdng My, khdng con chiéc nao & lai bao vé 2 chiéc chd cac
nhan vat quan trong nhat can bao v&, quén di nhiém vu chinh cta ho. Bén Itic dd, 4 phi-cg trong toan cla
bai-Uy Thomas Lanphier Jr. v0i tang t6c-do: dang bay dudi thap bén vot Ién cao, phdng nhanh nhu
nhirng con diéu hau lao di bat mdi, bat ngd dén danh 2 phi-ca chd cac vi D6 D6c Nhat. Thay phi co My
xuét hién, hai chiéc phi cd nay voi lao nhanh xudng sat rirng gia dé tim su’ an toan, bay quanh co nhu dé
trdnh dan va ha thap hdn xudng gan sat dau cac ngon dlra, cdch mat dat khoang 200 bd. Dai-Uy Rex T.
Barber th&y 2 chiéc Betty soc xanh 1& cdy dang ha thdp xuéng ring gia, dng lao xudng dudi theo. Khi
chiéc may bay ché Yamamoto bay dudi tam cua chi€c P.38, ngang hong siing cua minh, Rex T. Barber voi
khai hoa ngay, Ira lién bung lén sau loat dan, khdi den boc 1€n khi canh phi cg tring dan va boc chay.
Chiéc phi cd chd Yamamoto mat toc d6 va bay chap choang, Barber bay trg t&i va nha thém mét loat dan
nira, chiéc phi cd chd Yamamoto rung 1&n, dung phai mét canh cay va gay guc, chti xudng dat, roi chdm
lén mdt [an nita trude khi nd tung tai khu rirng gan Kahili 8 Bougainville thudc quan dao Salomon ngay tir
dot tan-cOng dau tién clia quan My. D6 Déc Yamamoto bi dan ban tring dau va vai, chét ngay khi tring
dan, xac éng bi chay den, vang ra ngoai khi chiéc phi cd né tung sau khi rai xudng dét.

D06 dbc Ukagi ngbi trén chiéc phi cd thir hai, da chiing kién tur giay phat dau dén giay cudi cung clia danh
tudng Yamamoto, va da viét lai trong nhat ky nhu sau:

-"BAng nhién khdng thay bdo dong ma may phi cd gam Ién rdi phi co lao xudng riing gia, & do cao khoang
200 bd. Khéng ai hiéu chuyén gi da xay ra ca. Rdi phi cd clia tdi bay la ngay bén trén canh rimg gia va
chuing t6i trong thady cac chién dau cd ho tong bay vot Ién ngan chan cac phi co tan cong cua dich, mang
dau hiéu Lockheed Lightnings. Phi cg dich dong han gap ba lan phi cd Nhat va pha v3 dugc vong phong
thu cla cac phi cag Zero va tién lai phia phi ca chd ching t6i. Hai phi co ctiia ching t6i v6i quay hudng bay
khodng 90 d6 dé tranh phi co dich, mét chiéc ré sang huéng phai va mdt chiéc quay sang trai".

"Vai phut sau t6i khong nhin thay phi cd chd d6 d6c Yamamoto nifa, nhung cudi cung toi xac dinh dugc vi
tri cia nd cach xa vé bén tay phai. Toi kinh hoang trong thay phi cg dé bay rat cham ngay trén ngon cay
va nhirng ngon Ira mau cam mau le tran ra bao trum hai canh va than may bay. R6i phi cd tudn ra nhitng
lan khéi den day dac, va ha thap xuéng mai, chi cach ching t6i khoang bon dam. Khi phi co cla toi vugt
bay Ién, t6i c6 dip quan sat toan thé khu riing. Chiéc Betty chd Yamamoto hoan toan mat dang trong khi
khoi den day ddc tudn Ién tir canh rirng gia. Tat ca chi xay ra trong khoang chirng hai mugi gidy va toi
biét rang thé la hét roi!"

Sau dé, b6 Boc Ukagi khdng con dip quan sat nita. Dai Uy Thomas Lanphier Jr. phong tdi tan cong phi cd
chd 6ng ta. Phi cdng chd P6 DSc Ukagi vdi doi hudng bay nhung Dai Uy Lanphier khai hda va mdt phan
dudi cia chiéc Betty chd Ukagi bi v8 tung, chiéc Betty rgi xudng bién. Hai D6 DSc Matome Ukagi va
Kitamura va cac si quan khac trén chi€c Betty thir hai déu bi thuong nang nhung dugc cac tau tuan cla
Nhat phdng lai clru cap va dem dudc ra ngoai chi€c phi cd Betty bi pha hdy. Ngoai ra, con c6 thém 3 chiéc
Zero cla Nhat nifa bi ban ha.
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Tran khong chién xay ra chi trong 2 phut 47 gidy ngdn-ngui, toan quan Nhat bi quan My tiéu diét mot
cach chdng vanh, trong dé cé vi Tu lénh cao nhat cla Hai quan Nhat tai khu vuc Thai Binh Duong. Hai
quan Nhat tai Bougainville van nudi hy vong Yamamoto thoat chét. Dai T4 Yasuji Watanabe 8y mot phi cd
bay Iugn qua lai ngi may bay chd Yamamoto bi rdi, viét hang chir "Hay vy khin mat néu van con sOng"
vao manh gidy va quan quanh nhitng trai banh tennis va ném xuéng dat nhung chéng cé ai vy khin tra
I3i ca. Tuy nhién, xac clla Yamamoto dugc tim thdy mét cach tinh cd: Mot toan quan Nhat do Trung Uy
Hamasuna chi huy di tuan phong thudng 1§, dugc thé dan cho biét ho thay su viéc va dan dudng vao noi
may bay bi nan. Hanasuna thdy xac cla Yamamoto vdng ra ngoai xac may bay, bi chay den. Moi xac chét
déu bi chdy den, trir xac cta D6 Doc Takata con nhan dién dugc. Cac thi hai dugc chd vé can cr Nhat &
Bougainville, sau dé dugc hda thiéu. Dai ta Yasuji Watanabe dem hop cot tro cia Yamamoto vé Truk, sau
dd ciling chinh Wantanabe mang vé Pong Kinh trén mot tau chién.

3. Tang Ié Yamamoto.

Sau khi xac ctia D6 D¢ Yamamoto dem vé can c(r Truk, nét dau dén hién han l1én mat timng nhom si quan
Nhat, ho dirng nghiém trén nhifng chi€én ham, dua tay chao hiéu ky cta D6 B6c Yamamoto khi la sodi ky
dugc tur tir ha xudng trén soadi ham Musashi dang dau trong vinh. Lic dd, phia My ciling chua dam chac la
Yamamoto bi giét chét vi nghi c6 thé 6ng ta chi bi thuong. Ba hdm sau, nhan dudc tin tro c6t cua
Yamamoto dugc chiéc Vii-Tang chd vé Nhat, khi d6 phia My méi chac rang Yamamoto da bi ha va ho vui
v@i chién cong nay, loai trir dugc mét doi tha dang gom.

Khi tro c6t cia Yamamoto dugc dua vé t6i Pong Kinh va sau khi thong nhat y kién, cai chét cua
Yamamoto dudc loan bdo. Vao mét dém, Dai Phat thanh Tokyo, bang mot giong tram budn, xudng ngdn
vién tuyén-bd trén lan sdng phat-thanh:

-“P6 DOc Yamamoto khi dang 1am nhiém vu chi huy chién luge 6 mdt tran thi gdp may bay dich va da
anh diing hy-sinh mot cach vé-vang”.

Tai Nhat, cot tro clia Yamamoto dugc tach ra 1am hai phan dé dudc t6 chiic hai tang I€. Trong lich str,
ngoai D6 Boc Horatio Lord Nelson clia Anh qudc tir tran ngay 21-10-1805 tai tran Cape Trafalgar thudc
Tay Ban Nha trudc dd, dén tang 1& Yamamotyo, chua bao gid cd quang canh cad mdt nudc ndo dé tang
mot ngudi nhu vdy. Hau nhu toan thé dan ching tha d6 Bong Kinh d6 ra dudng tham du tang 1& cla
Yamamoto tai Cong Vién Hibiya, trir Nhat Hoang khong tham du vi than phan Ngai dugc dat cao hon su
s6ng chét clia ngudi ddi, khong tham du tang I1& clia bat clr ai. T4t c@ moi nhan vat quan trong trong
chinh pht cting dan chiing dau budn du tang 1& va rdi [3ng 1& di dén nghia trang Tamabuchi, trong s6 dé
¢ nang ca ky Kikuji khoc @m tham di theo dong ngugGi do, ngi dd, tro cot cia Yamamoto dugc ddt bén
canh ngdi md ctia P6 DSc Togd Heihachird d& chon trudc dd. Yamamoto 1a ngudi thr 12 dugc lam 1& qudc
tang trong sudt lich st cta nudc Nhat, la vi D6 DAc th nhi sau D6 B6c Togo Heihachird, anh hung trong
tran chién 6 Man Chau & eo bién DG&i Ma, ngudi da chén vii ham ddi Nga trong trén chién ndm 1905. Con
tai qué huong dng, ngudi ta ciing t& chirc tang Ié rat long trong véi mot phan tro c6t clia 6ng, gidhg nhu
nhiéu ngi khac trén nudc Nhat: moi ngudi ngam ngui ti€c thugng trudc cai chét cia 6ng, cau nguyén cho
linh hdn 6ng dudc an nghi nai cdi vinh héng theo quan niém & gido clia con chau Thai Duong than nit.

Ngudi b&n ha Yamamoto 13 Pai-Uy Rex T. Barber, cu dan Terrebonne, Oregon, thudc Phi-ddi chién-dau
339. Sau khi khéng ngiing b&n vao chiéc phi-cd chd Yamamoto cho dén khi né rai hén xudng dat, Dai Uy
Rex T. Barber quay trg lai phu véi dong déi dé€ ha cac phi-co Nhat con lai trong doan ctiia Nhat trong khi
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ong con phai chdng lai cac phi-cd Zero ho-tong cua Nhat tan cong. Trd vé can cl, ngudi ta thay phi-cg
ong bi 104 vét dan tur phi-cd Nhat ban ra. Sau khi vé huu tir Khéng quan My ndm 1961 vdi cdp bac bai
Ta, 6ng la mot chirc sac trong nha thd, roi dac-cr chic Thi trudng cua thanh phé qué nha, Culver,
Oregon. Ong mét ngay 26-7-2001, tho 84 tudi tai Terrebonne, tiéu-bang Oregon.

Pai T4 Rex T. Barber (hinh chup nim 1959), ngudi i bdn ha
b6 P6c Yamamoto clla Nhat vao nim 1942, khi d6 Barber con la Dai Uy.

Mai dén ngay 13-6-1975, 6ng Kenji Yanagiya, phi-cong Nhat cudi cung, ngudi song sét trong trén phuc
kich Yamamoto hom dé ké lai su’ viéc 6ng chiing kién trong mét cudn béng. Ong ké réng “cac chiéc P-38
tlr phia sau bén phai cac chiéc Betty's bay tdi va ban rdi chiéc phi-co chd Yamamoto”. Tai liéu nay hién
dang dugc luu gilr trong Bao tang vién D6-Doc Nimitz tai Fredericksburg, Texas.

Dd-Dbc Mineichi Koga, ngudi k& nhiém trong chirc vu clia 6ng Yamamoto da phat biéu:
-"Chi c6 mét Yamamoto va khéng c6 ai ¢ thé thay thé 6ng ta”.

Sau trén Midway, quan ddi My Iy lai tinh than chién d&u, chun bi cac trdn danh méi dé giai tda ap-luc
cta Nhat va dan dan chiém lai cac vung dat da rdi vao tay quan Nhat trudc do. Trong nhifng thdi gian sau
trdn Midway, quan doi Nhat dan di vao tir that bai ndy dén tham bai no dé rdi cudi cung phai dau hang vo
diéu kién sau khi hai qua bom nguyén-tir My tha xudng Quang bao (Hirosima) va Trudng Ky (Nagasaki).

VII. Hing Khéng mau ham USS Midway CVB-41.

DE ky-niém chién-thdng mang tinh lich-str ndy, Bd Quéc-phong va B Hai Quan My da dat tén cho mot
chiéc HKMH mang tén USS Midway CVB-41 cling nhu ldy tén D6-DAc Nimitz dat cho chiéc HKMH khac la
chi€c USS Nimitz CVN 68. Bugc dong tai Cong-ty dong tau Newport News Shipbuilding & Newport News,
Virginia, khdi cong ngay 27-10-1943, ha thay ngay 20-3-1945, ba Bradford William Ripley, Jr. la me dG-
dau. USS Midway CVB-41 ra khai nhan nhiém-vu vao ngay 10-9-1945, hau c & Norfolk, thudc Virginia.
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CG Viét Nam Cong Hoa dugc treo trén cOt ky dai chi€n ham ngang véi c& My
trong ngay Lé Tudng Niém 35 nim ngay chién ham nay dén nguGi Viét di tan,
vao ndm 2010, tai San Diego, California.

Sau khi vao viing bién Caribbean, USS Midway CVB-41 tham du chuong trinh hudn luyén cing Ham doi
Pai-Tay-Dudng. Dén thang 9-1947, USS Midway phdng thi-nghiém hda-tién German V-2, 1a [an phéng thi-
nghiém hda tién ddu tién trén dan phdéng di-dong. Pén ngay 29-10-1947, USS Midway CVB-41 gia-nhap
vao Ham doi 6, hoat-dong vung Dia-Trung-hai. Ngay 6-2-1955, USS Midway CVB-41 gia-nhap Ham Doi 7
hoat-dong vung Tay Thai Binh Duong dén ngay 28-6-1955. Vao ngay 8-12-1958, USS Midway lan dau tién
phéng hda-tién khéng-ddi-khdng Sparrow 3. HKMH Midway tré lai Vién Dong vao ngay 6-3-1965, xuét
phat cac phi vu yém trg mién Nam Viét Nam danh quan B&c Viét xdm l8ng, yém trg quan-ddi My dang
tham chién tai chi€n trudng mién Nam.
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Vao ngay 17-6-1965, khi hd téng cac phdng phdo cd tan cong Yén-Phu, Bac Viét, Trung-Ta Louis C. Page
va Pai-Uy Jack E. D. Batson, bay chiéc F-4B Phantom VF-21 c4t canh tif HKMH Midway dén déanh 4 chiéc
Mig-17 cua Béc Viét, mdi ngusi ban ha mot chiéc Mig clia Viét Cong, chién thdng dau tién trén vom trdi
B3c Viét clia quan luc M. Trd vé Alameda trong vuing Vinh San Francisco ngay 23-11-1965 dé tan trang,
USS Midway trd lai chién-trudng Viét Nam vao 18-5-1971. Cac phi-co trén HKMH Midway, cung véi phi-co
trén cac HKMH USS Coral Sea (CV-43), USS Kitty Hawk (CV-63), USS Constellation (CV-64) da oanh-tac
B3c Viét tir Thanh-Hda, Ddng HGi, Vinh dén Hon Gai, Quang Khé, CAm-Pha, Hai Phong mai dén cudi mua
He 1972. Ngay 5-10-1973. HKMH Midway sang déng tai Can c(r Yokosuka, Nhat. Ngay 19-4-1975, HKMH
Midway, cung vdi cac chi€én ham USS Coral Sea, USS Hancock, USS Enterprise, USS Okinawa truc chi gan
b& Viét Nam trong cudc triét thodi khdi mién Trung ctia QL.VNCH dé yém trg theo thugng Iénh, khi can.
Trong ngay mién Nam Viét Nam rdi vao tay CSBV 30-4-1975, mot sO phi cg cua Khéng quan VNCH da dap
xuéng HKMH Midway dé di tan tim tu-do ma néi bat nhat la Thiéu Ta Ly Bing, véi mot chiéc L19 ma chd
dén 8 ngudi, da dap xuéng HKMH Midway an toan, trudc su kinh phuc cla bao ngudi, nhat la cac quan
nhan My hién dién Iic dd, va sau ndy moi khi nghe ké lai.
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L& Tudng niém t6 chlfc vao ngiy 30-4-2010 trén boong chiéc USS Midway CVB-41.

Lién quan cudc chién vung Vinh [an th nhat, vao ngay 2-8-1990, Iraq xam lang nudc lang giéng Kuwait,
quan My chuyén dén Saudi Arabia, bat dau cho cudc Hanh quan mang tén “Desert Shield” dé bao vé cac
nudc trudc su xam lang cua Iraq, USS Midway CVB-41 dudc Iénh truc chi vung Vinh. Ngay 15-11-1990,
USS Midway CVB-41 tham du cudc hanh quan “Sam sét Khan cdp” (Operation Imminent Thunder) va 8
ngay sau do, chién ham nay tham du cubc tap trén quy mod véi 1.000 TQLC My, 16 chién ham véi hon
1.100 chién dau ca. Trong khi d6, LHQ ra Iénh han ky cho Iraq rut quan khéi Kuwait la ngay 15-01-1991.

L4c 9 PM ET (giG mién Bong Hoa Ky) ngay 16-1-1991, sau khi ddo han ma Lién Hiép qudc dua ra nhung
Iraq khdng thi hanh, trén chiéc USS Midway, Tong-th6ng George H.W. Bush (cha) doc dién vén cting quéc
dan My thdng bdo cudc chién giai-phong Kuwait khdi &ch xam 18ng clia Iraq bat dau. Dién van cta TTY
Bush vira dit, Hai quan M§ phdng 228 hda tién tir USS Midway va USS Ranger CV-61 vao tran dia, khai
dién cudc chién tranh VUing Vinh I véi chién dich mang tén “Bdo t6 sa-mac” (Desert Storm). Sau dé, hon
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100 hoa tién Tomahawk dugc phdng di, t&n cong dich quan dé tiéu diét cAc muc tiéu va yém trg cho cudc
chién d€ dén Iic 9 PM ET ngay 27-2-1991, Tong-Théng Bush tuyén-bd Kuwait dugc tu-do, cudc chién
cham dit vdi chién thang thudc vé Lién-quan vao nira dém hém do.
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Cudc chién vira cham duat, USS Midway CVB-41 rGi Vinh Persian vao ngay 11-3-1991 trd lai Yokosuka. Vao
thang 8-1991, USS Midway CVB-41 khai hanh tir Yokosuka trd lai Tran Chau Cang. Tai day, USS Midway
CVB-41 trao lai nhiém vu cho chiéc USS Independence va trd vé North Island Naval Air Station & San
Diego vao ngay 11-4-1992, trong budi 1& vinh danh véi dién gia chinh (main speaker) 1a 6ng Bd Trudng
Quoc Phong Dick Cheney. Tré vé Hoa Ky, USS Midway CVB-41 dau tién, dudc neo tai Navy Inactive Ship
Maintenance Facility, & Bremerton, ti€u-bang Washington. Dén ngay 30-10-2003 bat dau cudc hanh trinh
tlr Washington vé San Diego, California d€ ding nhu mét bao-tang lich-sit. Trén dudng vé, USS Midway
CVB-41 ghé dau (was docked) tai Charles P. Howard Terminal thuéc Oakland, California dé€ stra chita. Vao
ngay 10-01-2004, chi€n ham nay neo tai Bén (Pier) Broadway, gan downtown San Diego va md ctfa déon
cong chdng vao xem vao ngay 6-6-2004. Trong nam dau tién, USS Midway CVB-41 chao don 879,281
quan khach dén viéng, mot con so ky luc.
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Nam 2010, danh dau 35 nam ngay mién Nam Viét Nam rgi vao tay Cong san, ciling la ngay 3.073 ngudi
Viét Nam dudc di tan tir Sai Gon ra hang khong mau ham Midway dé dén dinh cu tai Hoa Ky, mot budi 1é
long trong dudc t6 chirc ding ngay 30-4-2010 trén chiéc USS Midway CVB-41 nay la 1 Bao tang Vién dang
neo tai bén cang San Diego do Vién Bao tang nay t6 chdc. Thanh phan tham du ngoai nhitng ngudi trong
s6 3.073 ngudi Viét di tan qua My bang chinh chi€én ham nay con c6 nhitng cuu chién binh tirng phuc vu
trén chi€én ham nay, nhiing quan chirc thanh phd San Diego, nhitng ngugi Viét Nam ty nan Cong san khap
nai vé du, cac quan khach thudc nhiéu sac dan khac.
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L& khai mac bat dau vao lic 12 gid trua véi nghi thirc chao qudc ky Viét Nam Cong Hoa va Hoa Ky, hai bai
quéc thiéu dugc trinh tdu do ban nhac dién hanh cta hai trudng trung hoc Bolsa Grande va La Quinta &
qguan Cam. Lan dau tién la cG Viét Nam Cong Hoa dugc kéo Ién song song vdi la qudc ky Hoa Ky phat phdi
trén ngon cao chot vot cla chiéc HKMH.

Giam doc vién bao tang Midway bay té long han hoan dugc don ti€p cac cuu chién binh phuc vu trén
chién ham Midway 35 nam trudc cung mot s6 ngudi Viét cd mat trong doan ngudi di tan vao hom ay. Gidi
lanh dao chinh quyén thanh phd San Diego ca nggi tinh than tim tu do cta ngudi Viét Nam tir nam 1975
cho dén nhiéu ndm sau nay. Giam sat vién San Diego tuyén b Hoi dong thanh phd chap thuan ngay 30-4
la “Ngay Tu do cta San Diego”.

Cung tham du’ con cd cuu Ham trudng HKMH Midway, D6 Dc hdi huu Larry Chambers. Ong noi:

-'Padi dién vai 4.000 ngudi Viét nai day con gay go han Ia chi huy hdng ngan quan nhén tré tudi cta chién
ham Midway 35 nam vé trudc”.

Ong 14 ra xtc ddng khi nhic lai ngay 30-4-1975, qua bai dién van dugc MC Thuy Trinh ludc dich. Bai néi
chuyén dugc hoan nghénh nhiéu nhat la cla cuu thiéu ta khong quan Ly Birng, ngudi lai mot chi€c may
bay quan sat (L-19) c0 16 si, chd vg va 5 con tir Con Son bay dai ra bién Dong tim dudng lanh nan. Vi phi
coéng cua KQ/VNCH nay nhd lai:

~Lic c4t canh dugc ching nira gid thi thay nhiéu truc thang bay tir dat lién ra ciing mét huéng. Ong bay

t&i hudng do thi thdy HKMH Midway. May bay cia ong khong cé may lién lac, 6ng chdp den canh xin dap

nhung tau chdp deén do tir chdi. Ong Iugn sat boong tau ném gidy budc vao dao, vao cdy sét ba [an déu bi
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vang xudng bién, [an thir tu budc diép van vao sing ngdn ném xudng, cho biét cé bay mang ngudi trén
phi cg, may qua thdy thi nhat dugc va hai phit sau ho don dep boong tau va chdp den xanh cho dap.
Ong dap xudng thanh cdng. Ong sg mét ludn bang Iai may bay sau khi d& mat nudc thi lai dugc gan béng
phi cdng Hai quan My, danh cho nhing phi cng lai may bay ctia hang khdng mau ham”.

Hang Khong MAu Ham USS Midway CVB-41 nay 1a Bao tang vién dang neo tai San Diego, California.

Trong tiéng hat cla ban hgp xudng Ngan Khai, bac si Lé Thé Diing, mot ngudi di tan ra tau Midway ngay
30-4-1975, khi dugc hdi vé y nghia budi 1& trén tau nay, dng Diing noi:

~'T6i 1a Bac si L& Thé Diing, Chu tich Hiép hdi Ngudi Viét San Diego. Budi I1& hdm nay rat cd y nghia vi nhu
anh thdy & day, dong bao chiing ta sau 35 ndm van tap ndp dén tham du budi I va quan trong hon nifa
la ho dén cam 13 cG Viét Nam, cd vang ba soc dé. Nhu vay thai do cia ho doi véi Cong san & nudc nha rat
rd rét. Chling tdi mudn mang thong diép vé cho déng bao nudc nha 1a ho phai tin rang 35 ndm sau, ngudi
Viét tu do & nudc ngoai van con nhé dén dong bao. LAn t&i chling tdi hy vong s& t6 chlrc ngay tudng niém
tai nudc nha.
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Trong mét budi 1& ma chinh nhitng ngudi My t& chifc tudng niém ngay 30/4 ndy cho thdy ho cdm thdng
dudc ndi niém tha thiét véi tu do clia ngudi Viét. Ho d& phai bd tat ca moi thir dé ra di dé tranh tham hoa
clia Cdng San méc du chua biét tuang lai sé ra sao. Nhu vy, viéc ho bd cdng vao viéc t& chirc qua 1a viéc
lam xtmg dang vay. Budi I& dugc xem 13 long trong va thanh cong nhu moi ngudi mong dai, danh dau 35
nam ngudi Viét dén Hoa Ky dong dao va ciing ghi ddu ngay toan coi dat nudc rgi vao tham ho Cong san.

Sau 47 nam phuc-vu t8-qudc, han 200.000 chién-si phuc vu trén tau, tham du’ nhiéu chién dich hanh quan
guan trong, USS Midway nhan dugc cac huy-chugng cao quy sau day: Presidential Unit Citation, Navy Unit
Commendation, U.S. Navy & Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal; China
Service Expeditionary Medal and Vietnam Service Medal cung rat nhiéu huy chugng khac cho chién ham
ngoai cac huy chugng tudng thudng cho cac quan nhan phuc vu trén tau dugc trao tang tir chinh pha My,
tur Hai Quan Hoa Ky hay cac chinh phd khac ma USS Midway CVB-41 da co dip phuc vu dem lai Igi ich cho
dat nudc ho, trong dé cd Viet Nam Cong hoa va nhat la nhitng nguGi dan dugc USS Midway CVB-41 mang
ho dén ty nan khi mién Nam Viét Nam mat vao tay Viét Cong.

Tén clla HKMH USS Midway CVB-41 dugdc ddi khoéi danh sach nhitng chién ham hién tham chién cua Hai-
quan My vao ngay 17-3-1997.

VIII. Loi két.

Tran Midway 13 trdn hai chién hang khdng mau ham 16n th( nhi trong thé chién thr hai nhung 13 trdn
chién "then chét" cé tinh "quyét dinh chién trudng" & chau A, ciing 1a quyét dinh thé chién th(r hai vi
né da lam thay ddi can can quén su gitra hai bén tham chién. Tran Midway - "gilta dudng" nhu céi tén cua
nd, mét su trung hgp tinh cd thd vi - da &n dinh hai "con dudng" - cho hai phia: mét con dudng dé
bat dau di dén "chién thdng" chung cubc va dudng kia, con dudng "chién bai". Cac dao san h6 & Midway
va tr&i may non nudc noi ddy da chig kién va tién dua linh hon ctia cac quan quan Nhat tham chién tran
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nay di vao Idong dai dudng bao la ciing vdi nhitng tiéng hdn phan ut ctia ho vi da hy sinh mang séng dé
phuc vu cho t& qudc va cho Nhat Hoang nhung khdng dudc nhu udc nguyén. Tuy nhién, cd 18 day la mot
k&t cudc "hén" cho ho bdi vdi tinh than "vd si dao", ho dudc chét noi chién trudng dé khoi phai thdy cai
ngay phai doan quan chirc Nhat hién dién trén chiéc thiét gidp ham Missouri cia "ké thu" My dau trong
vinh Tokyo d€ ky van kién dau hang vé diéu kién ddng minh, chdm ddt thé chién thir hai. N&u con sdng,
c6 1& ndi dau d6 con "thé tham" vai ho hon vay.

Lé Chanh Thiém
California 2004, (c6 thém va stra doi).

Ghi chu:

(1) Sau khi tdn-cong TCC, D6 B6c Yamamoto da ndi mot cach lo-lang: “Téi e rang nhitng gi ching ta da
lam da& danh thdc ga khdng 16 dang ngu va lam cho hdn c6 nhitng quyét dinh khang khiép” (I fear all we
have done is to awaken a sleeping giant and fill him with a terrible resolved).

(2) Cap Tudng cia My dugc mang 5 sao trong thdi chién (wartime) & cac chirc vu cao dé chi-huy (cac
tudng 4 sao khac). Trong Luc va Khong quan goi la General of the Army/ Air Force (Thong Tuéng), trong
Hai quan goi la Fleet Admiral (Thay Su D06 Doc). Khi chién cudc cham dat, ho tré vé mang lai 4 sao.

(3) USS Hornet: Chiéc HKMH mang tén Hornet ndi trong bai nay la chiéc USS Hornet 2. Chiéc USS Hornet
1 (1805-1829) la chiéc CV-8, dudc vo trang thang 10-1805 tai Baltimore, Maryland. Trong tran chién &
Santa Cruz, khi rgi Tampico, Mexico vao ngay 29-9-1829, chi€c Hornet bi gay cot buém chinh trong mét
trdn bdo va bj chim, mang theo tron ven thly thi doan. Dén thang 10-1942, Hai-quan My d6i tén chiéc
CV-12, trong tai 27.100 tan, dai 872 feet, van-tdc 33 hai-ly/gid thanh tén USS Hornet. USS Hornet do
Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Co., 8 Newport News, Virginia dong. Me dd dau la Ba BO trudng
Hai quan Frank M. Knox.

(4) Mat ma s6 cd tén 1a Japanese Navy-25 Code (IN-25). Day la ki€u mat-ma ma Nhét cho 13 kin-ddo nhét
(most secret), IN-25 c6 khodng 33.000 cau, chif va s, dudc chia thanh nhém 5 s8, cé sdn trong code
book (ban mat ma). Vi du:

97850 = SUBMARINE

38659 = TOMORROW

45261 = AUSTRALIA

29640 = RECONNAISSANCE

24713 = URGENT

ghép lai thanh cau: URGENT SUBMARINE RECONNAISSANCE AUSTRALIA TOMORROW viét thanh code
nhu sau: 24713 97850 29640 45261 38659. Cac chif ndo khdng cé trong code book, diing s& cho cic mau
tu Nhat. Can-c(r vao “sach am-hiéu” (cipher book), ngudi ta tra cfu theo trang, c6t, dong... rdi thay ddi
theo code d€ viét thanh nhém 5 s6, ghép lai thanh van ban.

(5) Khi chua ¢ may chay bang dong ca Diesel (dau cdn), ngudi ta ding may chay bang hai nudc. Ngudi

ta ché& tao mét ndi kin, that I6n, ndu nudc sdi 1én trong ndi, nudc sdi tao nén moét ap-sudt dé tao ra céng
nang, qua mdt then chuyén lam chuyén-déng mdy, goi la "ndi sup de".
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(6) Sau khi 4 chiéc HKMH cua Nhat bi danh chim thi chiéc Yorktown tuy bi ban pha nhung van chua bi
chim, con c6 thé dudc ciu. HKMH Xich-Thanh (Hiryu) ctia Nhat béy gi& la HKMH sng sdt sau cling trudc
khi bi bdn chim da ra 1énh cdc mdy bay ném bom b nhao tin cdng va gay thiét hai ndng cho Yorktown.
Tuy vay, né dugdc stra chifa lai rat nhanh, mau dén ndi daot tdn cong thl nhi ctia cdc may bay ném ngur I6i
tudng nd con nguyén ven. Cac chi huy ctia Nhat hy vong diét trir cdc HKMH My bang hai dot tdn cng
nhung HKMH Yorktown chiu dung dugc ca hai dot tan céng, khong bi chim va Luc lugng Bac nhiém 16
trén nd thodt dugc ma khdng bi tdn that. DO dbc Fletcher phai mot ddi tau dén clru, du tri kéo Yorktown
vé Tran Chau Cang. Bat hanh thay, chi€c tau ngam I-168 cua Nhat lai lot qua dugc vanh dai bao vé gom 4
khu truc ham dé€ danh dam chiéc Yorktown trong Itic dang dugc cliu. Loat ngu 16i d6 con danh chim chiéc
Hammann vao chiéu ngay 7-6, mot hé tdng ham dudgc Iénh & lai trg gilp cho Yorktown. Khi cac tham
thinh co thdy dudc chiéc Hiryu, 2 HKMH My 13 Enterprise va Hornet dugc 1énh dén dé “tién dua” chiéc
HKMH Hiryu vao Idbng dai duong bang bom dan va ngu 16i dé theo cho kip 3 “anh em” né: Akagi, Kaga va
Soryu, cho “chan déi, di cdp”, dé cling véi 12 tuan-duong ham, 253 mdy bay cing 3.500 si-quan va binh-
si Nhat dong loat chau Diém d€ nhung khong kip hd “Thién-Hoang van tué!” (Tenno Heika Banzai).

(7) La téng hanh dinh cia Yamamoto.
Tai liéu tham khao:

- US Navy.

- WW II.

- Imperial Japanese Navy.
- Office of Naval Research.
- Navy Newsstand.

- History of US Navy.

- Tai liéu téng hap.

(a) Imperial Japanese Navy.
Japanese Navy= tiéng Nhat: Nihon Kaigun.

Imperial Navy=tiéng Nhat: Teikoku Kaigun.

(b) “Tenno Heika Banzai” (Thién Hoang van tué)

Phu luc:

Rex T. Barber, Pilot Who Downed Yamamoto, Dies at 84
By RICHARD GOLDSTEIN
Published: August 01, 2001

Rex T. Barber, a World War II fighter pilot who was a central figure in the storied 1943 mission that

resulted in the death of Adm. Isoroku Yamamoto, the architect of the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor, died on Thursday at his home in Terrebonne, Ore. He was 84.

38/40



The shooting down of the bomber carrying Yamamoto, the commander of the Japanese fleet, was a
triumph of military intelligence and flying skills. It also generated a longstanding controversy. At issue
was which pilot downed Yamamoto.

American intelligence, having broken Japanese naval code, read a message stating that Yamamoto
would leave Rabaul, New Britain, on the morning of April 18, 1943, for an inspection of troops
stationed off Bougainville in the Solomon Islands..

Sixteen Army Air Forces fighter planes were dispatched from Guadalcanal on a flight of more than
400 miles to Bougainville with hopes of downing Yamamoto's bomber as it prepared to land. Killing
the admiral would not merely avenge the surprise Pearl Harbor attack of Dec. 7, 1941, but would also
deprive Japan of its foremost naval strategist and a national hero.

The P-38 Lightning fighters flew for some two and a half hours, skimming the waves to avoid coastal
spotters and enemy radar. The pilots arrived over Bougainville soon after 9:30 a.m. and, just as
expected, spotted Japanese planes aloft. But they were surprised to see not one, but two Mitsubishi
bombers, or Bettys. The bombers were accompanied by six Zero fighter planes.

Capt. Thomas G. Lanphier Jr. led three other pilots -- Mr. Barber, then a lieutenant; Lt. Besby F.
Holmes and Lt. Raymond K. Hine -- in pursuit of the bombers, while the other 12 American fighters
concentrated on the Zeros.

The lead bomber, carrying Yamamoto, was shot down and crashed into a jungle, killing everyone
aboard. The other bomber, carrying Yamamoto's chief of staff, Vice Adm. Matome Ugaki, was sent
into the sea, but Ugaki scrambled out and made it to shore.

Mr. Barber's plane was riddled with more than 100 bullet holes, but the lieutenant made it back to
Guadalcanal. The only American pilot lost was Lieutenant Hine, whose plane disappeared during the
battle.

Recounting his role long afterward, Mr. Barber remembered how "we saw the Zeros coming down."
"Tom took a 90-degree turn and went up after them," he said, referring to Captain Lanphier. "I
banked slightly and lost sight of the Bettys. When I came out of it, I was right behind the lead Betty."

Mr. Barber continued, "I started shooting across the tail into the right engine. Pieces of the cowling
flew up and hit me. The Betty slowed up so much I almost hit it. After I had passed it, I looked behind
me and saw some black smoke. I thought it might be the Betty I shot."

The Japanese announced Yamamoto's death in May 1943 and gave him a state funeral. The American
authorities did not tell of the raid until the war ended, to avoid tipping off the Japanese that their code
had been broken.

In September 1945, the War Department gave Mr. Lanphier, by then a lieutenant colonel, sole credit
for shooting down Yamamoto, based on his account that he hit the lead bomber with a burst of fire
that sheared off a wing. He wrote of his exploit in first-person newspaper articles and became a hero.
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But in 1973, the Air Force decided that Mr. Barber had not been properly credited in the downing of
Yamamoto. It took away sole credit from Mr. Lanphier and gave each man half credit, determining
that both pilots had shot up the admiral's plane. Neither fighter had a camera on the gunsight,
precluding certainty as to who did what.
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