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This book is dedicated to the Vietnamese soldiers
who fought bravely and sacrificed part or whole of
their lives, their bodies in Vietham War.
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Coin honoring Vietnam Veterans

Foreword

Whenl| resettledin the U.S.A in 199Q | could scarcelyfind severalmilitary items
that belongedto the Armed Forcesof the Republicof Vietham Basedon the fuzzy
images printed on a poster or in some magazines, re-createda collection of
patchesbhbadgesandinsigniaof the major unitsof theARVN.

Fromtime to time, thanksto the socialmedia,moredecorationmagessurfacedhat
helpedme to make a betterand adequatecollection In this collection, insteadof
usingtheredrawnpatchesvhich weremorebeautiful,we preferredthe original ones
whenever possible although it took a lot of time to crop out the unwanted
background

My specialthanksto Mr. DennisKim who allowed me to usethe picturesof the
Viethamesea\ational Army patcheddisplayedon his Facebookpagein D o WRange
ViethamWar CollectorsPage. | alsothankMr. ToanNguyen(1st AirborneBn.) and
many others who posted valuable imageson the web for | could add to this
collection,andfriendswho reviewedthe draftandsuggestedorrections

B s@t dpychangtdéiv &€ Widitdt n £ 1990 d teéncachinh[ nh€uf m
quam, it bdochiv QuanL jh i JMaonlacl : Saul ;quat hgian b “sungthém
m ¢ T €cd | ¢liphahi trémv [hio BLeE cunge btpcacc h ihJ] nthan
h_.0duycos Junh_ phghi v@ GiHlt@ chingtdic h nrh_ phghi ’
nguyént h mitheochingtdi la co giat hn, dambin h ittQag i L W dbt, cac
p h fxungquanh

Chulingtéi vo cungb i Hhiquyv I ¢ nggoéptail i vagopy k i JNgoaira, b |
s@t dppbuh i ‘casl hv 'Quann, Qu GiaVi Nam(tr€c 1955 L € oéng
DennisKim chophéps d_ nl@t _trangFacebooki D o viRangeVietnam War
CollectorsP a g Xid camhn. Toéic | g Hhtc h il Mg u yBamo [(nTIn
N h [Dy) van h i n@aii L & €hinh[ nduybautrénm Y nnoatdi I «ingtrong
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g i Xemb [tnh yagopy vas  la0.i

Lién| Qg tacg i: MichaelDo, 16204Viki Lynn PL., Pflugerville, TX 78660Q

ni T 0542721-5556 Email md46usa@yaho@om
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A Brief History of the Republic of Vietham Armed Forces

In 1949 Vietnambecamendependenand recognizedoy the world communityas The
Stateof Vietnam In the sameyear,the ViethameseNational Army (VNA) wasformally
establishedvith ground,air, and naval branchesoriginating from FrenchUnion Army
colonialIndochinesauxiliary units

On October26, 1955 Mr. Ngd n 3 nDhi = proclaimedthe birth of the Republic of
Vietnam andhebecamehefirst president

On December30, 1955 the VietnameseNational Army was officially renamedthe
Armed Forcesof the Republicof Vietham

The 1%t Indochina War (19451954 endedwith the GenevaAccords Vietnam was
divided in two nationswith opposingregimes The DemocraticRepublicof Vietnamin
the North wasundercommunismthe Stateof Viethamin the Southbecamea memberof
the FreeWorld. A yearlater,it wasrenamedhe Republicof Vietham

Violating the Accords,ViethamCommunistPartyleft behindtensof thousand®f cadres
andsoldiersin SouthVietnam Thosepeoplehid or blendedinto the populationin rural
areado carryoutterroristactsandlater guerrillawar (1960. From 1965 with unlimited
suppliesand hundredsof thousandsf troopsflooded from North Vietnamvia Ho Chi
Minh trail, thec o mmu nmvareftors escalatedo the semiconventionalvar, beginning
with thebattleof n™ nXgai.
The ViethamWar wasthe bloodiestonein the world sincethe World War 2. During the
war, the U.S. governmentontinuouslysupportedsouthVietnamwith military assistance
andsenthundred®f thousandsef troopsto fight alongsideSouthVietnamesesoldiers
In 1974 the U.S. Congresdecidedto endthe supportto the Republicof Vietham The
military assistancevascut mercilesslywhereasthe communistgiantsChinaand Soviet
Union sentto North Viethamenormoussupplyin war materials
OnApril 30, 1975 SouthVietnamfell into the handof the Communists
TheArmed Forcesof the Republicof Viethamceasedo exist
In this book, we use the acronym ARVN for the Armed Forcesof the Republic of
Vietnam
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Left: General LE¥n T -(1969)QH first Chief of JGS (1953.963)

Right: General Cao Van Vien (1922008), the last Chief of JGS (194975)
General LE¥n T was t he -$tar GendraldthedARMNN |l y f i ve
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Vi d,ng vQ I ¢ch s Qu®n L ¢ VN

Ntm 1949 Qu "GiaVi Naml €& n h iqQugiatrént hg/j t h n & d&dm, mec
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Hi Plpap

Ngay 26 thang10, 1955 6ngNgd n 3 DhH * tugénb "khaisinhn€cVi NamC., n g
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Cu cchitrnin * nDehg b ditéit nkm 1945 k Jihdcvaothang7 nkm 1954khi
Hi 'np rGeneval € ky k JJehiac avti Namthanhhaimi @n Haic hlf, chinh

t L1l dMi @nddan€cVi NamDanCh C. nHgatheoc hl/]C, nsgl mi Qn
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c dittquanv i ‘trenglicLién SévaTrungC, ntdg t].wei t rc h ic/loh ddocho
Bd¢i. t
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QuanL , ¥i NamC, nHgab b tc'm, ¢acht t€1.
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Airborne Ranger
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1stInfantry Division 2nd Infantry Division
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220d|nfantry Division 234 Infantry Division 25" Infantry Division
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Polwar College

QUAN LUC VIET NAM CONG HOA

1RUGNG BO Biyy

QUAN LYC VIET NAM CONG HOA
QUONG THIEU-SINH_Q U

*
*l*

NHAN - TRi - DUNG

MG O
a:I'F'-'J:I I'IJI"""l'!'.IL.
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Capital Security Group Quang Trung Training Center Military Dog Training Center
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Shn® T° Ch_c¢ ¢, a QLVNCEF
The ARVN Organization Chart

C&§c Ph,ng T[ng Qurh Th ng V|NCH
Tr°, 1, 2, |B, 5,Ten¢zTnhNha
T ng Thanh |Tr a, Presilent okthe RVN
Thudt , no" n QQ[nmangxi@ﬁhief of the ARVN T"ng C,c
Nhan, cac nganh Chuyén | Chi/Jn Tranh Ch
Mon. B, Qu ¢ Ph| n[g] PolwarGeneral Dept.
Adjutant General,-1, J National Defense Departmenmnt
2, 33, 35, 36, J7; | T "ng C,c T|if]p
Inspector General, B T ng @ar m Logistics General Dept.
Technical Directorate, Joint General Staff
WAC, Major Corps | T"ng C,c QuO©n
Training General Dept.
Khong Quan HF i Que L, ¢ Qu{ n aemlQuan&
Air Force Navy | Army Nghoga Qu®n
Regional & Popular
Forces
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Trung Tom Trang, CamRanh, % nh. ng b |i 4 _

Luy n Nh Sai Gon, cacles y Wm tr khgc.

Trang. Ti Jp Vdn Yy ~—BTO TT>.

VietnameseAir Forcewas the 6" largestof the world at the height of its powerin 1974 with
63,000 personneland 2075 aircraft of varioustypes It consistedof 6 Air Divisions (15 Tactical
Wings, 9 BaseWings, Maintenance& SupplyWings),NhaTrangAir Training Center
VietnameseNavy wasthe largestin Southeasisia with 42,000 personnel672 amphibiousships
andcraft, 20 mine warfarevessels450 patrol craft, 56 servicecraft,and242 junks Navy operated
in 4 CoastalZones, Rung Sat Special Zone Its personnelwere trained at Nha Trang Naval
Academy

ViethameseArmy had at its height 942000 personnel(410000 Regular Forcesand 532000
Regional& PopularForces) It consisted4d Army Corpswith 11 Infantry Divisions, 1 Airborne
ParachuteDivision, 1 Marine CorpsDivision, 9 RangerGroups,1 Airborne RangerGroup, plus

numerouscombat support units such as Armored, Artillery, Engineer Corps, Signal Corps,
Transportatiog ..
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Cac Quan Chuing
Major Branches of ARVN

B, T ng GrQLédNGH M
ARVN Joint General Staff
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Khéng Quan
Air Force

T€ L nh Kh Khégg QQan© n HFi Qu©nB, €0 nh HI[I
Air Force HQs Air Force Badge Navy Badge Navy HQs

Patches of U.S. Advisory & Assistance Units

To§n C° VBIn Vi ' n Br€fQumnViss n Tr° Quon S,
US Military Assistance Advisory Group U.S. Military Assistance Command
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Cac Binh Chung
Major Corps

ThiJt Gi &BngBinhCh i njkiu CongBinhKi JTH o Phao Binh
Armored Corps Combat Engineer ~ Construction Engineer ~ Artillery Corps

QuanCT[ n h QuanV d n Quo®n NhUYc TruyQn
Military Police Transportation Corps Military Band Signal Corps

BTL Qu®©n Vi nBi t Khu Th. n mrh eruan
Military Assistance Command  Capital Military Sector Regional Force
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T nCy -Ti N@n
Logistics General Department

C. ¢ Quon YC, €ongBinh C.c TruyQn ClLich Qu®on C,
Medical Corps Engineer Corps Signal Corps Ordnance Corps

C. ¢ Qu©n NhaQuan B C.c Quoen Vdn ¢ M«i D ch
Quartermaster Corps  Postal Services Transportation Corps ~ Purchasing Office

ngSVi Hainh Ch&nh

A 5 uon Khuywhha n,
Nha Quan Phap Q y Finance & Admin Office

Martial Justice ~ Military Working Dog Mobilization
Directorate

Li°n no"n 81CQuo®©Qu@€@n Nhu
81t Ordnance Group Quartermasters Corps
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C8&chnnV ¢, a T ng C,c
Some Units of Logistics General Department

W

Huy TiJ]Jp Vdn Qu®©n
Four M|I|tary Reglon Loglstlcs Commands

”

NEm Trung TOm Ti J]p

C&chmnV’ Q u Gome RNmrermasters Units

C§chmnV’ Q u-GsomeVr@amsportation Units 14
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Cong BinhT Corps of Engineers

C8c TiWu no"n Ci'ng Binh Chi/Jn nblu
Some Field Engineer Battalions

C8c TiWu no"n Ci'ng Binh Ki/Jn TUo
Some Construction Engineer Battalions 15



v

T ng C_c ChiJJn Tranh C
Political Warfare General Department

T "ng C,c CTCT
Polwar General Department

C.c An Nir€hc Ch2nh Kykn TOm LT €Chic/X« H i

Militéry Security Political Education Psychological Warfare  Social Services

C.c Quon Ti/pCs8&¢ Nha Tuy°n UT Phdt Gi §o, C!n
Post Exchange Military Chaplains (Buddhist, Catholic, Protestant)
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Trf€ng nYi H c

Polwar College

C8§c Ti Wu no"n CTCT
Polwar Battalions

4
//

C8&c Trung TOm Tug¢®WolmMV  Quln Tr° c¢c8c Qu®n K
Recruiting Centers Administration Management Units
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T " ng C,_,c Qu®©n Hub
Military Training General Department

TrT€ng Ch" Huy THh&mg MBBu Binh Th€ngn Vo B Qu ¢ Gi
Staff & Command College Infantry School National Military Academy

TrT€ng HU So QuUr€ng Sinh Ng. ©Q&€®g Thi/JJu Sinh Qu
NCO School Language School Junior Military School

TTHL VUn Ki J]pTTHL Quang Trung TTHL Lam Sn
Van Kiep Training Center  Quang Trung Training Center Lam Son Training Center 18



CacTr€ng & Trung TOm Hubln Luy n thu,
Schools and Training Centers Belonged to Army Branches

TTHL Khéng Quéan TTHL H[Fi Quomr€ng nYi H ¢ CT
Air Force T.C. Navy T.C. Polwar College

ad

Tr€'ng Quan Y Tr€'ng Phao Binh Trf€ng Thi Jt Gi §j
Medical School Artillery School Armored School

8o

Tr~e°.n g TruyQn Time€ng T ng Qul[ n Tierng Quan Béo
Signal School Adjutant General School Intelligence School
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CacTr€ng & Trung TOm Hubln Luy n thu,
Schools and Training Centers Belonged to Army Branches

_n

T€ ng H " nh Ch&8nhrefigi NCh®a®n Nh®nng ThW D, c Qu¢
Finance School Women Army Corps School Gymnastic School

TTHL Bi 't n. ng Tr€ngdwan Nhu TTHL H[Fi Quo©n
Ranger Training Center Quartermasters School Navy Training Center

QuanS H o€ ng T ng Qu ¢ Gia Ngh
Military Training for Students School for Children of the KIAs
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Administrative Division and Military Regions
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Binh /Thusn
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. . Spratly Islands
3rd Military ReglonIO Y

4th Military Region 21



Bon Quén Poan ( Four Army Corps)

1 I0Imiv

Qud©n no"n Qu@n no- " n 2Qu®©n no" n BVUONn no" n 4
1st Army Corps 2nd Army Corps 39 Army Corps 4" Army Corps

Muwoi Mot Sw Doan By Binh (Eleven Infantry Divisions)

—— e

S€ no"n 1 3B no n 2 BB no"n 3 BB
1stInfantry Division 2" Infantry Division 3t |nfantry Division

i bl Bl |

S€ no"n 5 BE no"n 7 BE no"n 9 88 no"n 18 BB
5t Infantry Division 7" Infantry Division 9t Infantry Division 18" Infantry Division

\\\Vﬂ
///A\ -— 7

'n 21S€Bno"n 22 88 no"n 23 SBEB no"n 25 BB
21St Infantry D|V|S|on 220d Infantry Division 239 Infantry Division 25" Infantry Division
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CAC PON VI TONG TRU BI UU TU
ELITE UNITS & GENERAL RESERVE
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S€ no"n TQLSe no"n Nh[wibD® n nglQfer® ng nhHc
Marine Corps Airborne Ranger Special Forces

BIET DOI TCD1

//V

Li°n no"n 81 Bi tT&&cGhiDAN ni n T
81stAirborne Ranger Group Electronics Warfare

Bi "t HFI S° Ph,ng V' Duy°NI®ri NhS8I
Sea Commando Coast Guard Frogmen
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Airborne Division
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C&c Ti Wu no’'n

Ti Wu noTmnWlh no "M VWHu ndi

Airborne Combat
& Supporting Battalions

1st Battalion 2nd Battalion 3d Battalion 5% Battalion 6th Battalion

Ti Wu no"n

Ti Wu no"n
Engineer Battalion

o ———

i Wu no"n i Wu no " MiWu no"n
8th Battalion oth Battalion 11t Battalion

TC Wug nBI"mhTT rWuy Qino "Tii inQuoOmoY n T
Signal Battalion = Medical Battalion Logistics Battalion

25



£

Ph% Hi u c8c n4Yi n, i NI
Patches of Airborne Companies

c8&c nYi n,i 10, 11, 12, 14, 15 c
15" Companies of thestlAirborne Battalion
| | = |

100, 110, 120 14h,

R Sty R

HIER ' HUNG" HIED HUNG ; ” 7

Cacn Ui 20, 21,22, 23,2¢ . Tai Wo “2N h [Dy
20N, 215t 220d, 239, 24t Companieof the 29 Airborne Battalion

Céacn Un  30,31,32,33,3¢ . Tai Wo 3N h [Dy
30M, 31, 32‘?‘133", 34" Companief the 3¢ Airborne Battalion

mUY - AN

C§c n4i n i 50, 51, 52, 53, 54 c.
500, 51t 520d 534 540 Companies of the™Airborne Battalion 26
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Ph%» Hi u c¢c8c n
Patches of Airborne Companies

C§Sc n4i n i 60, 61, 62, 63, 64 cC.
60", 615 629, 639, 64" Companies of the'®Airborne Battalion

csc nYi n. i 70, 71, 72, 73, 74 c.
74" Companies of the'7Airborne Battalion

o i
Fesmees %

C8&c ndi n.,i 80, g2, C.
80", 81, 821, 839 . 84" Companies of th
o | gl HIING TR
csc nYi n. i 90, 91, 92, 93, 94 c.
90, 91t 92nd 934, 94" Companies of the™Airborne Battalion
CsSc n4i n_ i 110, 111, 112, 113, 11

110N, 113 112, 1139, 114 Companies of the MMAirborne Battalion 27



TH. Y QUAN L, £  C CHI N
Marine Corps

%

Ph hi
Pocket Patch

u t V¥

Ph% hi u n-
Beret Badge

LU DOAN

Ph% hi u vaiL 8§

h i u tr°n n-n (cl)
Old Hat Badges 28



Vietnamese Marine Corps

C§c IbinWa 3 4
1st 2nd 3d A4th Battalions

C§c Ibdn\§W,7,8,9
5th gh 7th gh gh Battalions

—— —

Cs8c TiWu no n 1, 2, 3 Ph§o
1st, 2nd, 3d Artillery Battalions

C8c TiWu no" " nCBcuyQWuTino ™ n Quodn Y
Signal Battalions Medical, Logistics Battalions 29



