DU LE PHAT DAN

Khoang 6 gi®’ chiéu hom qua, ngay nguai Tay kiéng cit “thir Sau 13”7, vo’ chong toi
tham du 1€ ra trwo'ng Master of Science clia thang con trai Gt & UMKC. Chiéu hém nay the
Bay, tdi ngdi trwd'c computer, xem lai may tam hinh chup vdi, cling nhu coi lai cac video clip
quay lup chup & tot nghiép d6, bong nghe tiéng
ba vo nhac: “Anh khéng sira soan dén chua
Quan-am dv Ié Phat dan sao”? May, khong thi
t6i cling dam quén 1am! Chua Quan-am Kansas
j City, d& mét cdi 1a nha t6i & ké bén, di bd chirng
nam phat 13 t&i, noi gi di xe véi di cd. Tudi gia,
nghi thiét la d&, nhé dé quén d6; méi doc “Thw
(1 M&i THAM DU’ DAI LE PHAT DAN” chia chua

=

ji qua: SWcé Hoa-Dde, théy Hué=Tt u, thdy Phudc-Chéu, .
thay HGi-Dam, va sw e Chic-Thuong Voi vang, vo’ chong t6i tdi cling con sém chan. Ba

Quan-am Kansas City sang nay ché co6 lau dau.

con Phat t& cling khong dong 1am, nhin t&i nhin lui khong thay ai xa la. Quy thay Phwéc-Chau,
Hué-Tu, H3i-Dam va quy su ¢d Hoa-Pao, Chuc-Thudng dang ngdi chuyén tré bén trong che
cung thinh hanh |&. Ngoai tri, gié hiu hiu lanh cai lanh mua Dong roi rét. Puong phé di lén
dén téa sang mau xanh xao, vang vot.

Gia dinh t6i dén Kansas City nay, tinh ra ciing gan 25 ndm. Gan hai muwoi lim nim,
mdt goc tu d&i ngudi biét bao 1a ky niém! Ky niém “dén day non nuéc la lung, chim kéu ciing
s@, ca vung ciing lo” khong néi lam chi. Ky niém ca gia dinh, hai vo’ chdng va nam dira con dat
nhau di chuia cia ngwi Viét-nam & My [an dau tién. Chua Phé-hién, ngdi chua duy nhat &
day nhé nhoi, cbi cit, lanh 1éo nam cudi déc con dwérng White Ave diu hiu, tuyét pha, tron
trot vao mua Pdng Nham than, ndm 1992. Thay tru tri, mdt cwu si quan nghe néi la Thiéu-ta
Thay-quan Luc-chién cia Quan-luc Viét-nam Cdng-hoda, Thwong-toa Thich Chon Tinh, ngudi
Bac, lich 1am, it 1, nguwoi d3 mot thoi oanh liét ngoai chién trwong “cd lai chinh chién ky
nhéan héi”. Chua xay lai cling khéng to I&'n gi tir madnh dat cia mdt can nha nhé op ep, cii ky,
nghéo nan, bo hoang cia mét cw dan & day ban lai véi gia chi hon mét ngan dé la. Nhin
quanh nhin quat chirng hai chuc nguai, chang thay ai quen. Khéng sao. “Dong thj thién nhai
luan lac nhan. Twong phung ha tat tang twong thirc...”, chi la “trwédc la, sau quen” ma théi.
Ngay xwa con nhd, thué nhirng ndm cudi thap nién 40 dau thap 50, hinh anh ngdi chuia vang
vé Phap-dién qué tdi, 1&i kinh ti€éng ké khan khan cha thay try tri gia, tiéng trong “cong phu”
hai budi sém chiéu, hai cay bong st gia ci san su chic ciing gan mat doi ngwdi quanh ndm
trd bong vang bong doé ngoai cdng, tat ca nhw dm ap tdi I&n 1&n tirng ngay tirng gid’ nwéd'c non
chinh chién thoi budi bay gio han sau hun hat vao cdi long non tré Phat tlr cha té6i mot cach



thiat tha dam da biét chirng nao! Ro6i di tu “hoc tap cai tao” trong Nam, ngoai Bac clia cai goi
la Viét-nam Dan-chu Cong-hoa, Cong-hoa X3-hoi Chl-nghia Viét-nam “duy vat bién chirng”,
chua 13 ho'p-tac x3, 1a nha kho, 13 chuéng trdu bo, 13 chudng heo, trai ga vit...Con Phat, ai
khong dau ndi dau mat Phap!? Toi, doi “tu khd sai biét xir” nay Yén-bai, Lao-cai; mai Vinh-
pht, Thanh-héa...trong Nam ra Béc; ngoai Bac vao Nam dau ndi dau mat nwdc, nhin troi ma
than: “Trwong phu khéng hay xé gan, bé cot phu cwong thudng, ha tat tiéu dao bdn bé, luan
lac tha phwong? Tréi Nam nghin ddm thdm, may nwéc mdt mau swong! Hoc khdng thanh,
danh chang lap, tudi tré bao l1au ma dau bac, trdm ndm than thé béng ta dwong”! Nhé nha,
nhé dao, nhé doi, lai doc may cau tho ciia Nguyén Binh: “Qué toi c6 gié bon mua. C6 tring
gitra thang, c6 chua quanh nam. Swong hom gié s&m trang ram. Chi thanh dam thé, 4m tham
thé thoi. Mai nay tdi bo qué tdi. Bo tring, bo gid, chao 6i bo chua!”. “Chao 6i bo chua” nghe
sao ma chét ca cdi long, nat ca tac da! Lai nhé bai tho Nhé Chua chia thay Man-Giac day triét
& Pai-hoc Van-hanh duwéi trien dudng Trrong Minh Giang, Sai-gon thud nao “Chuéng vang
noi nao nhé la lung! Ra di ai chang nhé chuia chung. Mai chua che ché hon dan tdc. N&p song
mudn d&i cha td tdng”. Bay gior, sau gan hai muoi Iam nam téi & day, Kansas City cta
Missouri dau con |é loi mdt ngdi chuia nghéo nan, don so, quanh qué Phé-hién hdi nao nira,
ma da c6 chuia Phé-hién méi, mua tir ngdi nha the Tin-lanh tién tinh trén bac triéu nam trén
dwéng NE Trafficway. Chua nay by gio la chua Ié&n nhat & déy, bé thé nhat & diy, va Phat-tlr
ciling déng nhat & day, hién do Thwong-toa Thich Phuwéc Chau tru tri. Thém chua Tur-bi la co
s& mua lai tr chtia Phé-hién cii, dwoc trung tu, tan trang thém cdng tam quan, chanh dién, c6
vé modt chat la chua Phat gido, do sw ¢6 Thich Nitr Hoa-Dao tru tri. Lai thém chua Phap-hoa tir
mét can nha nhd, cii, bé hoang & ngay ngd ba dwéng s6 10 va Bales dworc stra sang lai bén

& by v , trong, so'n phét lai bén ngoai toan moét mau

> vang, nhuwng van 13 hinh hai mét cai nha ngui ta
| & hon 13 mot mai chua, sw ¢6 Thich Nt Chuic-
Thuong tru tri . Thém Thién-vién Tir-quang mua
va stra sang lai tir mot ngéi nha cling khéng

Mt tién chua Tir-bi — ngudi & tir lau, nam trén mot khu dat hoang di
vung ven, Pai-dirc Thich Hué-Tu try tri. Va chua Quan-am Kansas City ndy day dang tién trinh
hoan tat chanh dién chiéu nay vo’ chong t6i t&i dyw dai I& Phat dan. Chuia ndm ngay trong long
thanh phd, néu hoan thanh chic chan 1a mot ngdi chua Phat gido ding nhw mat ngoi chua
Phat gido Viét-nam d3u tién tai thanh phd nay cling nhw mét trong nhirng ngdi chuia Phit
gido dau tién trén nwéc My duoc xdy duwng méi mé, khdng phai mua lai tir nhirng cdn nha
“ué tap” ngudi ta bo hoang tlir lau mudn ban tong di, hay cta nha thé Tin-lanh pha san ngudi
ta the Chiaa, bay gio mua lai thé Phat. Nguéi ta thwong dem “luét bu trir” ra an Gi nhau
nghe, nao trong néi budn c6 niém vui, trong cai mat cé cai dwoc...NEu dem ap dung vao su
phat trién chua chién & Kansas City, t6i nghi khong sai chut nao. Sw bat dong gay gat giira quy
Phat tlr chua Phé-hién cii dén ndi thay, trod cing nhau phai ra hau toa, nhwng cudi cuing ciing



dworc gidi hoa. Pa s6 vé ngdi nha the Tin-lanh vira méi “tao m3i” 1am ra chia méi, nhwng van
mang tén cii chua Pha-hién. Mét sd it tim mdt noi khac 1ap ra ngdi chlia méi 1a chia Quan-am
Kansas City nam trén nga tw duwong Park Ave va Lexington Ave nay day. Tir sw phan héa do,
ngdi chiia Phé-hién cii dwoc ban di va mua lai, ching ta c6 thém chia Tur-bi.

Kansas City thwong dwore hiéu la “Kansas City metropolitan area” gom cé Overland
Park, Kansas City cGia Kansas, va Kansas City, Independence cuia Missouri. Theo thong ké dia
phuwong ndm 2000 dén 2014, cw dan & day c6 trén 2 triéu nguei, da phan 1a nguoi da trang
chiém gan 80% dan s6, trén 1 triéu 600 ngan ngudi; ngwdi da den chi 12.54%, khoang 250
ngan ngud'i; ngwei Nam My, néi chung la ngu @i Hispanic c6 8.48%, duoc chirng 170 ngan

] nguwoi. Chung ta nguai Viét-nam theo tai liéu, chi
€6 6,567 ngudi, it hon ngwei Tau 9,287, va nhiéu
hon Phi-luat-tan 4,778 ngwai, va Dai-han 4,427
nguwoi. Tuy vay, ngudi Viét & day, ngudi ta tin

. con sd 6,567 ngwei thi da cii, khdng chinh xac. Ho
nghi, it nhat dén nay phai c6 trén 10 ngan ngudi
Viét da sinh sdng & day tir sau ngay Viét-cdng “

~ cuwdp can” mién Nam Viét-nam goi la “gidi
phéng”. Ngudi Viét & bén phia tiéu bang
%ua Phé.hien "‘ Missouri nhiéu hon bén phia ti€u bang Kansas,
cho nén khdng la gi tat ca cac chua déu nam bén Kansas City cia Missouri. Ndm 2013 vo¢’
chong t6i vé Viét-nam lan dau sau 21 nam chan tr&i géc bién vién xi, toi thay mot diéu la la
chua moc Ién nhiéu qud, nguy nga qua, va Phat tlr sung dao thi ciing déng dang kinh ngac.
Ngay chua Phép-dién qué téi ngay dé don so, nghéo nan, diu hiu dén chirng nao, bay gi¢ c6
tirng lau cao to, mau meé sang lan, thién nam tin nit t&i lui dip diu, ngay ca tén chua Phap-
dién ciing ntra con nlra méat ... Cho nén, tdi ciing khéng 13y gi lam la, & day thanh phé Kansas
nay néu khong cé nhirng diéu kién bat lgi, chac con thém chla cla thay Hai-Thang, va chua
clia thay Nguyén-Lé nira dé mot mai thanh “that c6 tu” khong chirng. V&i dan s6 nghi ra Phat
t&r chac khong dong, t6i dworc vai ngwei khong ai xa la 1a nhirng anh em ban cia minh, tam
cho |a nhirng ngudi c6 mot chut chir nghia theo dao Thién-chta & day, thac mac: “Chua nhiéu
qua” ho'i c6 vé khong thién cam, thiéu tri thirc va tri thirc. Sy hiéu biét qua lai mdt cach hd
twong clia nhirng nguei theo dao Phat véi nhirng ngudi theo dao Thién-chia nhw thé chac
chan con qua nhiéu dj biét. Dj biét va cd chap khé got cho sach van la nhitng ngudi I&'n tudi,
mang dau 6c hi lau bén Viét-nam qua, chir khéng phai 1&p tré & day bay gior. Mot ba lam
cung chd véi toi theo dao Thién-chia ngin can mii dira con gai khong cho 13y chong theo dao
Phat, nhiéu lan néi véi téi: “Qudc-gia, Cong-san sao 1y dwoc ”. Cudi cung dira con gai dé “I&
thi” cling phai 1ay thang chong “I& vo” theo dao Phat noi. Khong biét thang d6 1a “Qudc-gia
hay Cong-san”, ma né khdng chiu dé cho “cha” 1am 1& cwéi nha tho. Mot 6ng ba Thién-chua
goc dan Ba-lang Thanh-héa song Phan-thiét qué t6i cé dira con gai Gt thwong thiang bo cé gia



pha may chuc d&i theo dao Phat ndm, bay nam tr&i khdng cho 1y nhau. Rbi 6ng ba gia trén
80 sap chét dén no'i méi chiu cho lam dam cwéi, va tui né “dao ai ndy gilt” c6 chét thang Tay
nao dau. K& bén nha t6i day, 6ng Thién-chta gido goc Ho-nai Bién-hoa bat thang chau ngoai
méi dé di “rira tdi”; 6ng ndi né “Nam-ky qudc” theo dao Phit khéng cho, néi: “mdi lot long
me, tdi v&i tinh gi ma rira v&i rdy”. Hai 6ng ba sui gia chuan bi danh I6n véi nhau, va con mot
chat nira xach sung ra ban “cho chét me may di”. P&n bay gi&” ma con nhw vay, huéng gi cach
day da gan mot thé ky, dng Rudyard Kipling, mdt nha vin Anh d3 néi c6 sai ddu “Oh, East is
East, and West is West, and never the twain shall meet”. “D6ng la Dong, Tay la Tay, bDong va
Tay khong bao gi® gap nhau” 1a thé. Pao Thién-chua tir tr&i Tay, va dao Phat tir tréi Pong ci
xung khac nhau chac con dai dai...T6i nghi, d6i véi ngwdi theo dao Phat, khong phai dao
Thién-chaa, nhat dinh khéng phai 13 dao Thién-chida, diéu quan trong khéng phai nhiéu hay it
chua, chua I&n hay chua nhd, chua giau hay chuia nghéo, ma diéu quan trong la 1ap chua ra cé
gitr chua dwoc ton tai theo théi gian hay khdng, ¢é giir chuia theo giéng mdi chanh dao, chdnh
phap duoc hay khdng; chir khéng ai dit cdu hoi nhu thé “xuy mao ciu ti” béi 16ng tim vét |a
“chuia nhiéu qua” hay “ Phat t& tim dau ma ra”. Chua nhiéu van hon chua it, dé Phat tir tuy
duyén ma dén, hét duyén ma di tim dao, theo dao, hoc dao trong mé 16 “thé gidi ta ba” 6
trwwoc ndy. Khong giong, nhat dinh khéng giong mot chit nao “xé6m dao” bén Thién-chia gido
chi c6 mét “gido dwérng”, tat ca con chién khdng cé con dwdng chon lya!

Thay tru tri chua Quan-am, Dai-dirc Thich Hai Pam ldc nao ciing vui vé, nhan nhudng,
khiém cung, va dac biét tinh tinh 6n héa, néng &m dén chao Phat-tlr “quan 1dm” dén chua dy
I& Phat dan 2640, ciing Ia Phat-lich 2560 ngay 14 thang 5 nam 2016. Dung 8 gi® t6i, Phat tlr
cung thinh quy thay, quy sw cé ra trwéc ban the
Phat dwoc thiét 1ap ngoai troi. Mot chau gai, con
dau cia mdt nguei ban ky sy Néng-LAm-Suc
cung khéa trudong Bo-binh Thi-ddrc cda téi lam
ngudi diéu ho'p chwong trinh. Chau diéu khién
chuong trinh twong déi trdi chay, mach lac, cé
diéu giong Bac clia chau la giong Bac sau 1975 t6i
nghe hoi nidng, hoi sic, hoi la hon giong Bac
1954 nghe quen dé nghe hon, dé chiu hon. Hom
nay tr&i tré lanh bat thudng cé phai vy khong,

'L Phat ddn 2640 tai chia Quan-Gm chau an ndi giong khéng dugc manh dan cho
Iam, khéng dworc linh hoat cho 1am, hoi run? Diéu t6i muén ghi nhan & day l1a diéu t6i dwoc
nghe chau néi “nghiém chinh chao quéc ky 7, “mét phit mac niém nhirng chién st Qudc-gia da
bé minh vi td qudc...”, “mdt nwdc Viét-nam bay gio khdong c6 nhan quyén, dan quyén...” Bai
Qudc-ca tréi ddy, m& dau chuong trinh: “ Nay cdng dan oi! Qudc-gia dén ngay giadi phéng,
déng long cung di hy sinh tiéc gi than séng...” vang vang trong dém nghe ma “dau long con
Qudc-quéc” thwong nuédc, nhé noi . Tdi hét strc boi héi, muong twong nhw minh dang dirng



“chao c&” thud nao ndm xua, va cling lam tdéi thém phan quyén luyén chiia Quan-am hon
chua ndo hét & day. Trong thanh phd ndy, tdi thay chi c6 chua Phé-hién, chia Quan-am la cé
treo Qudc-ky va hat Qudc-ca Viét-nam Cdng-hoda. Cac chua con lai, tdi chwa dwoc thidy Qudc-
ky chir néi gi hat Qudc-ca Viét-nam Cong-hoda. Toi tw hodi, t6 qudc chia nhirng ngudi trong cac
chua dé, nhat |a cac Thay, cac Sw ¢d tru tri cdc chua dé 13 dau nhi, khong 18 Cong-hoa Xa-hdi
Chu-nghia Viét-nam, hay Lao, Cambodge, Tau cdng? Thay Phuwéc-Chau duoc thinh gidng vé y
nghia ngay Phat dan chirng 15 phut, bén duwéi toan thé Phat tir hién dién im ling lang nghe.
Trovi, gi6 c gio, lanh clr lanh. Thay tru tri, Pai-dirc Thich H3i Pam hét sirc cung kinh cGi minh
ngudng long cdm o'n s quan lam cta quy thay, quy su ¢d, va sw hién dién cha hang Phat tir.
Theo 18, “I& mdc-duc” théng thwong dugrc hiéu la “I& tam Phat” nhan ngay Phat dan duoc
dién ra hét strc nghiém trang. Mot hang dai Phat tir tién 1én, [an lwot “tam Phat”. Niém han
hoan hién trén tirng nét mat, tdi cdm nhan mot diéu, hinh nhw ho dang vui niém vui d3 tay
sach mot ndm 6 trwgc cudc dovi, vui niém vui huwéng tam vé chanh Phap. Lé mdc-duc, phéng
theo kinh sach dé lai, tuy c6 khac nhau, nhwng twu chung 13 khi dirc Phat Thich-Ca vira méi ra
doi thi trén khong trung da c6 2 dong nwdc mat va am x0i tam, bau troi trong xanh, hwong
thom ngao ngat, chim muodng vui mirng...

Gan 9 gid tdi, vo’ chong tdi phai vé coi hai dira chau ngoai chwa téi 4 tudi va gan 2 tudi
dé ba méa cac chau di lam “ca dém”. Ciing ly do cham séc hai dira chau ngoai con nhé nay
nhirng ngay cudi tuan, vo’ chong tdi hét sirc bi gi¢i han dén chua, néi gi gitp chua. Ngwdi Phat
tlr c6 thé bo Thwong-toa, Dai-dirc; bod sw B3, sw Co véi ly do nao dé, chir khéng ai bé chlia véi
ly do nao dé bao gid. Téi lai nhé may ciu tho cha thi si Vii Hoang Chuong “Dao Phéat ta doi
d&i sang lan. DAu trdi qua may phén ly tan. Bi ap

N btrc, phao vu, boi phan. Nhwng van con nii con
“| séng. Con chét vot mai ngdi chuia”. Trén xe chay
dén nha dira con gai thoi gian trom trém 20
| phat, vo’ chéng toi lai néi vé ngdi chuia Quan-am,
! mdt ngdi chua dwoc tan tao tir tdm long nhirng
con ngwi lam viéc quén minh vi dao, cho doi. Vi
dao, nén hy sinh khdng nai gian khd, khdng ngai
=X t6n kém tién bac, ngay ca chinh minh bi loi thi
‘ \, - \’_\J phi. Cho d&i, béi lap chua Quan-am ndy ra twong
Thay Néu}én-anH nhdn ng); ’;/exiiit vrién;dwdau ti;'; ~ lai s& la mét ngodi chua vira dep, vira I&n va c6
kién tric y hét mot ngdi chua truyén théng chia nguwdi Viét-nam cho nguei Viét-nam & trén
dat My, chwa ai c6 mot [an nho to danh tréng khua chiéng cao ngao. Chua Phé-hién, tinh tir
khi cé su tranh chap quyét liét phai ra toa giira nhirng ngudi mudn bé chua véi nhirng nguei
mudn gilr chlia ndm 2005 dén nay ciing d3 11 ndm tr&i. Nhitng ngwdi mudn bé chua da mua
ngdi nha thé Tin-lanh ban lai d€ 1ap ra ngdi chiia Phd-hién méi khang trang hon, rong rdi hon,
dep dé hon du dang “ddo tung dinh”. Nhirng ngudi muén giir chua, dwong khi vu kién tung



van con tranh chap..., Thwong-toa Thich Nguyén Hanh, Vién-ch Trung-tam Phat-gido Chua
Viét-nam & Houston, Texas nhan dén lam “Ié d3t vién da dau tién” xay dwng chua Quan-am
ngay 17 thang 6 nam 2007 khuyén “bé qua di”, dé chi tdm vao chiia m&i trén manh dat méi
mua 42 ngan do la tir tién cda gia dinh hai dao hiru Ngé Dirc Hung va Nguyén Thanh Thién.
Manh dat ma nguwdi chi “kéu gid” 110 ngan dd la, cé tut xudng ciing & mirc 108 ngan dé la I3
“bét roi d6”. Phwédc duyén cho Ban Van-ddng Xay-dwng Chua Quan-am ching tdi, 6ng ban
Mai Thé Nghiém khéo miéng khéo mém lam sao ma con chau may muoi doi “Uncle Sam”
chiu ban cai gia “dwdi dat” 42 ngan d6 la nhu néi & trén, khéng phai cai gia “trén troi” 110
ngan do la “cat c6”. C6 dat Ia mot viéc, co tién 1a mot viéc, cw dan chung quanh “Ok” 1a mot
viéc; viéc “dién cai dau” nhat van la viéc xin glap phép thanh phé cho cat chua. Gidy phép cho
= L WS 4t chua, kho khan nay chong chat khoé khin
kia “tac phi, kim thi ” kéo dai ca 5 nam troi
Iam mat binh tinh, 1am nan chi, lam dau léng,
Iam mang tiéng chiu 1&i, lam nhirng ngudi
trong Ban Van-dong Xay-dwng Chia Quan-am
doi khi twdng bo cudc. “Vouloir, c’est
pouvoire”, nhirng ngu@i trong Ban Van-dong
Xay-dwng Chua Quan-am “mudn” tan tao mot
| ngbi chua ding nghia mgt ngbi chua truyén
% thong Viét-nam trén dat My, nay da “dugc”

Ong ba Nguyén Thanh Thién : toai nguyén. Khong ngo cau néi clia nguoi

Phap ngay xwa nhirng nam 1956, 1957 ching tdi thwéng khau nhau “muén 13 dwoc” lai hién
thwe & day di*! “Ding y chang” trwéng hop clia hai Phat t&r Nguyén Thanh Thién va Quach
Van Pau. Hai ng mudn lam cho dwgc ngdi chuia Quan-am thi ngdi chlia Quan-am dang tién
trinh hoan thanh. Vui thay! That la, “where there’s a will, there’s a way”, khi ma ching ta cé
nguyén vong lam diéu gi, thi ching ta cling cé cach 1am dé thanh twu. Ngay 15 thang 5 nam
2010 nham ngay 2 thang 4 ndm Canh dan, chua “dong thd” xay hau liéu. Pic biét ngady hém
dé mwa gié khap noi, nhwng may lam sao cho nhirng ngudi trong Ban Van-dong Xay-duwng
Chua Quan-am, & day tré&i quang may tanh. Sau 1 nam 2 thang 9 ngay, hiu liéu chuia Quan-
am da dwoc hoan thanh vao ngay 24 thang 7 nam 2011 tirc ngay 24 thang 6 nam Tan mao.
Ciing tir gidy phép cla thanh phé qua v 1a ric réi, cling nhw phan tai chanh khong dwoc
sudng sé cho 1am, ma cong trinh xay dwng chua Quan-am ctr “i ach” dén ngay 5 thang 5 ndm
2015 ndm ngoai, chanh dién méi dwoc khéi cong. Budi 1€ Phat dan 2640 hém nay duworc to
chirc trén san nha chanh dién dang lam d& dang dé. Chua Quan-am nhu thay tru-tri cling nhw
nhirng nguwdi trach nhiém viéc xay dwng chua cho biét “sé hoan thanh truwdc Tét Nguyén-dan
nam Pinh dau”. Hy vong 1am thay!

Di nhién, céng strc cling c6 chia nhiéu ngudi, tién bac ciing cé tir nhiéu ngudi, va khéng
it ngwdi cung chiu chung tiéng bac ti€ng chi dam tiéu cha nguwdi ndy néi xa, ké kia néi gan, dé



ching ta c6 ngdi chua Quan-am trong thanh phé Kansas, ti€u bang Missouri. Nhwng xét cho
cung, t6i muén néi dén hai ngudi, ma khong cé hai ngwei dé chac chan ching ta khong cé
chua Quan-am bay gi® nam & 216 park Ave, Kansas City, Missouri 64124. D6 la hai dao hiru
tré dang hang con chau véi toi, nhwng da gia c6 chau ndi chau ngoai véi doi 1a Nguyén Thanh
. e 4 ‘ - "% Thién va Quach Vin Dau. Truéc hét vé
Nguyén Thanh Thién, t6i con nhé nam 1993
13 nguwdi dau tién trén dat nwéc Hué-ky nay

ché vo chdng tdi tir chtia Phd-hién cii vé
apartment trén dwong Brownell Ave, con
dwong ngan nhat trén hanh tinh cdi nguoi
dang &, dai chirng ba tram thwéc. Ngay dé
chac Tinh-dat Nguyén Thanh Thién |a Hoi
trwdng chuia Pha-hién, du con rat tré? Noi vé
sinh hoat dao Phat & dia phuwong nay, ai lai
khong biét Nguyén Thanh Thién? Biét nhiéu
nhat, chac chan 13 tir khi nd ra vu kién tung ké ra di muén ban chua dé mua nha the Tin-lanh,
nguoi & lai mudn giir chua dé tiép tuc tu hanh nhw d3 néi & trén. Sau d6, Phat tir Nguyén
Thanh Thién véi mot sé anh chi em nira da |3p ra Ban Van-ddng Xay-dwng Chua Quan-am v&i
tam nguyén cho dén khi nao ngdi chua dwo'c hoan my. Trong thai gian dai trén 10 ndm, ndi
dang cay nhw mua sa bido tap Tinh-dat Nguyén Thanh Thién thuong khi cam chiu mét minh,
ngay ca vo ciing khong thd 16. Nhwng dau gi di nira, néu Nguyén Thanh Thién khong c6 mot
“hién thé” ddm dang Nguyén Thj Lai, Phap danh Diéu-hanh ndi tiéng & day la mot Phat tir
thuan thanh, nhu mi, dju hién, dé mén, chju khé chju khd, chwa thay gian ai bao gio, chwa
thay ai gian bao gio... thi khé ma xay dwoc chia Quan-am nay. Ong ba ta néi ding “Pong vo
dong chong tat bién Pong ciing can” 1a thé. Ciing nhw, néu chi mdt minh Nguyén Thanh Thién
thi khéng cach nao kham néi, va cé ai dong cam cdong khé ma chia ngot sé bui nhirng ltc
twédng chirng phai buéng tay?! May thay, Phat-ttr Tinh-dat “hitu duyén thién ly nang tuwong
ngd”, viéc quyét tdm xdy cho dwoc ngdi chlia Quan-am da c6 thém mét nguei ban thiét than
tir nhiéu ndm trudc & chiia Phé-hién cii 1a Quach Vian Pau cling cing mét long, cling cing mét
y, cling cung mét tdm dao nhw minh dang tay gép céng strc, gép l&i an ti€ng néi, gép tai
chanh... Quach Van Dau, mdt Phat tr trung kién tudi da hon “luc thap nhi nhi thuan” toi biét
tlr ngay dau & chua Phé-hién cil, tinh ra cling ca 20 ndm réi. Anh ta, ngw®i Nam héu hdo, ngay
tinh, thang thang, boc trwe, vui vé, mau man, néi la lam va lam dén noi dén chén. Nhiéu gan
gui v&i Pau, ngwdi ta méi thay Quach Van Dau dung 1a nguai rat dé chiu biét chirng nao. Vo
chéng tdi rat quy trong Pau nhuw quy trong mdt ngwdi em Gt &n néi ngang tang ma dao dirc,
lrong thién; giang hd bat mang ma cao thwong, anh huing. Tréi da khéng phu long ngudi



ngay thang, chti Pau méi “tuc huyén” véi mot ngwei vo dugc chirng may ndm nay; mot
ngudi vo hién hda, duyén dang, cung l1a ngudi Phat tlr ngoan dao, cung la nguéi déng huong
“con ca gb bo chong go kéu got got” véi minh. Xin mén chic chi thim “Loan-Phung héa minh”
duoc “bach nién giai 130”. Ngay con nhé chut xiu, tdi da duoc cu than sinh, ngu i gioi Han
van nhac hoai “C6 thu bat thanh 1am”, va dan gidi thém “Mot cay lam chang nén non, ba cay
chum lai thanh hon nui cao” dé nhac cho con chau biét rang, viéc nao lam ciing can cé sw gép
strc cang nhiéu ngudi thi két qua cang my man. Viéc xay dwng chua Quan-am, néu chi néi vé
X\‘ 2 ong ba Nguyén Thanh Thién, Quach Vin Dau,
8 | | ma khdng nhic téi Thay Hai-Dam dwong tru
tri 13 mdt sy v tinh, vd y, thiéu st dang phan
nan. Thay Hai-Dam tirc Pai-drc Thich Hai
Pam, gbc nguwdi Quang-tri, tu tir thoi tam bé
& Hué trong mot gia dinh cé ngudn goc Phat
gido chan tu nhiéu doi. C6 phai thim nhuin
gido ly dao Phat c6 khi ngay tlr trong bung
me, Thay da cé con ngudi “vé ngad” ndi tai cho

minh va cho d&i, nén luc nao ciing thong dong

Théy Héi-Dam (& gitta ) trong “IE déng thé” xdy Chdnh dién T tai; nu curdi ludn trén moi; néi nan tir ton,
nh3a nhan; ddc tinh khiém cung, nhin nhwéng? Thay dwoc hang Phat tlr chua Quan-am rat
I3y 1am h3nh dién thinh nguyén vé tru tri nhw mot phép duyén ky ngd “tru Phap vwong gia, tri
Nhu-lai tang”. Va ciing tir d6 may nam nay, Thay cung hai Phat tir trung kién c6 cwu Nguyén
Thanh Thién va Quach Van Dau dang “Ba cay chum lai thanh hon nui cao” chua Quan-am lich
st tai thanh phd nady ching ta sé thay trong ngay Xuin thang Tét nam téi?

Toi lai nh& dén thudc ldng mdt cau ndi hét sirc y nghia va cd hoc doi, khdng nhirng toi
ma nhiéu ban beé t6i thoi nhirng ndm 1961, 1962 clia Tong thong John F. Kennedy trong Ié
dang-quang ngay 20 thang 1 nam 1961: “ Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what
you can do for your country”. Phai réi. Ai d&i doi hoi T6-qudc minh phai lam gi cho minh, ma
minh phai tw héi, minh d3 1am gi cho cho T8-qudc minh méi dung phai khéng? O day, téi
khong néi téi bong 16¢, an hué, nhirng “on mwa mac”...ma néi téi |a nhéi dau ndi dau tu ai
dan toc vé chi mot hién twong 3n cap ma thoi. An cip gi ma trong nwéc chwa dd, chay ra
ngoai an cap khap ndm chau. An cip tir can bd goc dén thir dan du hang sang, hén. Ai doi da
3n cap bi bat maot Ian & Thuy-dién ndm 2001, roi lai an cip mot [an bj bat nira @ Anh ndm
2006 chia cai con nhé Vii Thi Kiéu-Trinh, con é6ng Gidm-déc dai Truyén-hinh Viét-nam Vii Van
Hién c& van gilt chirc Trwdng phong Van-héa, phu trach chwong trinh Vin-héa Dan-toc trén
dai Truyén-hinh Trung-wong Ha-ndi nhw thuwdng!? Hoa ra, van hda dan tdc bay gior cha cai
nwé'c Cong-hoda Xa-hoi Chu-nghia Viét-nam 1a van héa dn cap? Nhuc nhi cho chinh minh, va
thdy déng bao minh bij khinh ré trén xi&r ngu®i, Tong Giam-muc Chanh-tda Ha-ndi Ngé Quang
Kiét da phai thét Ién nhitng l&i chua cay rang thi |a cam ho chiéu Viét-nam la ndi thi hé khong



xiét trong ldng. That ra ma ndi, cling tir cai “dao dirc Xa-hdi Chi-nghia” cua cdi goi 1a dang
Cdng-san Viét-nam ma truyén thdng cao dep cha dan tdc Viét-nam bi hoen 6 mét cach “tang
dién, thwong hai”, dén ndi “Quyét Pong hai chi thay bat tuc di trac ky 6” thi dén bao gio méi
rira cho sach hét vét nhép, vét nho!? Dau biét chirng nao! Ngay xwa ching toi d3 khéng
“dem chudng di danh x&* nguw¢i” duwoc thi thoi, chir khong bao gio trét lo ngoe “den nhw
mdm ché chém cha céi sy d&i” vao cdi ban mit an trém, dn cwdp dé bdi den thanh sir cha
mét “Dan-Tdc-Bon-Ngan-Nam-Vin-Hién”. Xét cho cung, chiing né trudc day dau cé ton gido
nao diu dé dwoc rin day lwong thién, dao dirc? O ti ngoai Bic tir gitra ndm 1976 dén cudi
nam 1982, téi khéng thdy mdt nha thd, mdét mai chlia nhw da néi & trén. Ton gido chia ching
13 ddng Cong-sadn Viét-nam trui rén nhirng lira dao, di€m dang, déi tra, trém cwdp...Lap cho
that nhiéu ho'p-tac xa di loai dé bdc 16t, cho that nhiéu cong-an d€ dan ap, cho that nhiéu
dang vién dé tham nhiing...., khéng c6 mdt co s& tdn gido nhw chla chién, tu vién, nha tho,
thanh that...thi “an cip nhu rwoi” 1a khong tranh khéi thi ding qua réi. Trén quan diém do,
chuia Quan-am véi wéc mo cia nhirng anh em trong Ban Van-ddng Xay-dwng chua Quan-am
phai duwoc lac thanh sém chirng nao tét
chirng nay, cho trwd'c mat la nhirng ba con
Phat tlr I&n tudi cé noii téi lui tu dao, tim sw
. thanh than tdm hén tudi hac noi xr la qué
ngudi hon 1a “nhan cu vi bat thién”: va vé
13u vé dai I3 cho con chau thé hé sau ching ta
¢6 noi tim vé va séng theo truyén théng cdi
nguon dan tdéc cao dep, hon 1a dua doi theo

Ng6i chisa Quan-Gm turong lai cam dé van minh x& nguoi “Igi bat cap hai”
dé hu than, dé danh bai than liét da danh, ma hoi ham tir nlra vong trai dat van c& nhuc, van
cr dau dat nwdc Viét-nam minh xa xdi bén kia Thai-binh dwong vén con nghéo nan, con lac
hau, con khdn khd...Cho nén tdi nghi, c6 chua thd Phit day d&i, séng v&i nhau hién lwong
hon, véi nhau hoa thuan hon, véi nhau thwong yéu hon, hon 1a khong c6 moét ngéi chuia nao
dé doi budng tha vao vong cam dob tuc luy. Chinh nhu vay ma t6i biét dwoc, quy dao hiru
Nguyén Thanh Thién, Quach Van Dau, Ngb Pirc Hung, nhat 1a Nguyén Thanh Thién véi vo,
cung véi Thay Hai-Dam “xang tay do Ién” xdc céng, c6 hoan thanh sém ngdi chua Quan-am
nay khong nhirng 1a mot biéu twong co s& Phat gido truyén thdng Viét-nam & day trong
twong lai gan; ma con 1a mét Trung-tdm Van-héa Viét-nam tai 2 thanh phd Kansas cdng lai
cung cac vung lan can cha 2 tiéu bang Missouri, Kansas; va biét dau, noi day sé 1a noi ma
khach tlr dau téi du dao Phat hay khong dao Phat ciing sé ghé tham chiém nguwd'ng, vong bai?
No6i chuyén véi nhiéu anh em Phat tlr quanh quan & day, ching tdi ciing hop y vé&i nhau 13, cé
chua hon 13 khdng c6 chua: ¢6 chlia nhiéu hon 13 ¢é chua it. Viéc giir chiia theo chanh Phéap va
gilr chua dwoc ton tai véi théi gian méi la van dé. Vira lai xe, téi lai néi thém du to cho vo toi
ngoi ké bén nghe y kién ciia minh nhw mét ao wéc dwoc boc bach rang, ndm nay minh con dw



I& Phat dan ngoai troi swong gid lanh 18o, chir sang ndm thi & trong chanh dién chua Quan-
am sang trwng vira m ap, vira trang nghiém, lai vira rat ddng thién nam tin nir xa gan hdi tu
vé. Xong cau noi, xe cling vira t&i driveway nha dira con gai. Chuyén trod chia ching téi ciing
cham d&rt ngang day dé lam nhiém vu éng ba coi chau, di “nhoc nhan ma vui” nhv |1&i néi cia
anh ban Quan trudng Kién-dirc, tinh Quang-dirc théi nhirng ndm 1972, 1973 ching toi,
nhirng quan chirc tai to mit I&n “thdm quyén” dia phuong tinh theo ké hoach “ngl 4p” cla
trung wong./.

NGUYEN THUA BINH
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