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Dira tré bi bo roi trong bai rac, hon 30 nam sau tr¢ thanh triéu phu

“Ping dé hoan canh xac dinh ban 14 ai” 13 101 khuyén ma doanh nhan thanh dat Freddie Figgers mudn truyén lai cho
nguoi khac.

Freddie Figgers, nha phat minh, doanh nhan va
triéu phii nganh vién théng — ngwoi ma cdch ddy hon
30 nam, dwoc tim thdy bén canh mét thing rdc 6 gin
Quincy, vung ndéng thén Florida.

Dira con bi bo roi

Ho6m ay, mot nguoi qua duong nhin thdy ké bén thung
rac 16n co dua tré so sinh trong cai boc, lién €01 canh sat.
Dtra bé trai dugc chd tdi bénh vién. Hai ngay sau khi
duoc chita nhirng vét thuong nhe trén than thé, dtra bé bj
b6 roi duge dua vao trai té ban.

O gan d6, vo chong cong nhan Nathan va Betty Figgers

. \ tuy ¢6 mot cd con gai, nhung khi nhin thay cau bé mé
¢6i, ho nhanh chong nhan vé nudi, du chang du da gi. Ong ba liy ho minh, va dit tén cho cdu bé 1a Freddie — Freddie
Figgers.

Freddie Figgers lUc nho. Hinh: Nathan Figgers.

Bugc cha m¢ nuéi yéu thuong, nhung Freddie van phai trai qua nhimng
ngay tho au budn tii. O trudng tiéu hoc, em bi nhung dua tré khac bat nat,
khinh miét goi bang biét danh “thing rac rugi”. Séng trong ngdi lang co
chua téi 10,000 cu dan, moi nguoi déu biét em 13 dta tré bi bo roi tir khi moi
lot long.

Nim 1én tam tudi, Freddie hoi cha minh vé nhitng gi em nghe ban bé ché
diéu. Cau tra 10i cua cha, nhu tat vao mit cau hoc sinh 16p hai: “Con a, con
khong phai 1a con rudt ciia ba me dau. Ba Fred, me rudt cua con, da vt bo
khi con méi chao doi. Ba me dua con vé nudi, vi khéng muén con & trong
trai té ban.”

Khi nghe cha noi Vay, cdu be Freddie dau don nghi trong long: * ‘U, minh
dung 1a d6 rac rudi.” Nhung ong Nathan kip nhan ra ndi dau cta con, éng
om con trai nuodi vao long, thu thi: “Nghe nay, con trai cta ta, hdy quén di
qua khir va ding bao gio dé diéu dé anh huong dén cudc séng ctia minh. Tir
lau, con d3 la con trai cia ba me ma. Hiéu chua!”.

Pbi voi Freddie, ba Nathan va me Betty Mae 1a nhitng nguoi hung, va 13 nhitng hinh mau tuyét voi nhat. “T6i thay
cha t6i luon giup d& moi nguoi,” Freddie ké, “Ong hay dimg lai bén duong dé giup dd mot ai d6 chang hé quen biét,
hodc nguoi vo gia cu. Ai can gi ong cling gitip. Ong 14 ngudi dang kinh, va ciing 1a miu nguoi dan ong ma t6i mubn
tr¢ thanh nhu vay.”

Ban xuat than tir du, khong quyét dinh thanh cong. Tat ca ching ta déu co thé tré nén vi dai, chi can ndm duogc co
hoi. C6 18, khong ai hiéu diéu d6 hon nha triéu pha tudi 30 — Freddie Figgers.

‘Khoi nghiép” tir chiéc may tinh Mac bi hong

Vao cudi tuan, Freddie hay dugc ba Nathan cho di long vong xung quanh khu vyc chira d6 phé thai, xem c6 gi con xai
duogc thi dem vé. Mot 1an, Nathan dic biét chd y y dén chiéc may tinh. Ong noi véi con trai: “Nhin thi thay cii qua, con
nhi. Van biét “cii ngudi méi ta” nhung d6 bo thé nay, chic chang xai dugc.”

Sau d6 khong lau, mot lan di Goodwill (noi ban db cii), dng Nathan chot nhin thiy mot chiéc may tinh MacIntosh bi
hong. Biét con trai cling thich may moc, 6ng lién chay ngay ra hoi nhén vién ban hang, va tra gia dé 1ay duoc chiée
may cii xi 4y véi gia 24 USD. Ngudi ban dong ¥, thé 13 ong sung suéng dem may vé nha cho con trai.




2

Vén rat thich may mo suu tap radio, dong hd bao thirc hay VCR ma b nudi tich gop duoc, chiéc may Mac hong
chiém hét tam tri cua cau bé chin tudi. Freddie thao may ra roi lip may lai. Lam vAy may lan thi cdu bé phat hién,
chiéc may nay co thé dung duoc, néu 1ip thém mot sé linh kién trong mot chiée radio cii ciia cha minh. Cubi cing,
Freddie thanh c6ng. Chiéc may tinh hoat dong binh thudng. Vao lac nay, ciu bé biét cudc doi minh sé& chi danh cho
cong nghé.

“Pén by gio t61 van con giit nd”, Freddie Figgers noi vé chiéc may tinh dau tién dy. “N6 chinh 1a thir khoi ddy niém
say mé, hung thu Voi cong nghé trong t61.”

“Tleng lanh d6n xa” ,ndm 13 tudi, Freddie duoc thanh phd Quincy thué dén stra chira mot sé may tinh bi hu. Nam 15
tudi, Freddie Flggers gay dung cong ty dau tién — Figgers Computers, chuyén sira chira may tinh va gitip khach hang
luu trir dir li¢u trén cac may chu do chinh em tao ra.

Viy la tur doi ban tay trang, Freddie d3 1am nén sy nghi€p. Sau khi xay dung co s¢ dir liéu cloud database cla riéng
minh, anh quyét dinh bo hoc dai hoc. “T61 khong khuyén khich moi ngudi di theo con duong nay,” anh noi. “Nhung
cach a ay pht hop v0i to1. Nam 17 tu01 t61 da c6 150 khach hang.” Trén thuc té, anh ciing khong bo hoc hoan toan, ma
van theo hoc mot s khoa hoc ngan han vé chuyén mén.

Chang cé con dwong nao di dén thanh cong ma dé dang. Hinh:
FB Freddie Figgers.

Ong Nathan, ba cua Freddie méc chimg Alzheimer. Ong hay
bo nha di lang thang. C6 khi chang ai biét 6ng di dau. Thiy nguy
hiém qu4, Freddie nghién ctru chuwong trinh theo ddi bang k¥
thuat dinh vi toan cau (GPS) va sang ché ra thiét bi dinh vi, nhét
vao gidy cta cha, @& mdi khi 6ng di dau, anh déu biét. Tham chi
v6i thiét bi nay, anh con c6 thé néi chuyén duoc véi cha. Do 1a
budc ngoat 16n trong cudc doi Freddie Figgers. Nam 2012, anh
ban chuong trinh theo ddi GPS nay cho mot cong ty & Kansas vdi
gia 2,2 triéu USD.

Ong Nathan qua doi ¢ tudi 81, vao thang 1-2014. Luc sinh thoi,
ong Nathan luén mubn s¢ hitu mot chiéc xe ban tai Ford doi
1993 va mot chiéc thuyén danh ca. Nhung khi Freddie c6 da kha
nang dé mua cho cha thi da qua muon. Freddie tu trach minh:
“T6i qua that vong vé minh. Tat ca nhimng gi t6i mudn 1a thay ba toi hanh phiic. Vay ma t6i lai khong lam duoc.”

Sau d6, Freddie phat minh thém dugc mdt thiét bi thong minh khac, ciing dugc léy cam hung tir kinh nghiém cé nhan
— mot ky niém budn.

Hoi nam Freddie 1én tam, Freddie dugc ba me cho sang Georgia thim ngudi ong tré — chii ciia me. Freddie ké: “Khi
chung t6i dén nha, me va ba t6i ding gd cira 1au 1im, ma chang thay ai tra 10i. S6t rudt, ba kéu toi tréo qua cira so, roi
mo cura chinh cho ba me t6i vo.”

Freddie 1am y nhu vay. Vo ti bén trong nha, thiy c6 nguoi dang ngdi trén ghé canh 10 suoi, ciu bé nghi moi thir déu
6n. Nhung khi 6ng Nathan vao, dén gan nguoi chi thi giat minh goi vo: “Betty Mae, 6ng chét roi!”

Nguoi dan ong 4y bi bénh tiéu dudng, roi vao tinh trang hon mé va ra di lang 18 khong ai hay biét.

Nh6 lai cai chét ciia ong tré, Freddie bét tay ché tao mot may do duong huyét thong minh, chia sé tirc thi mirc glucose
cung voi cac két qua kiém tra sirc khoe dién tir cia mot ngudi voi nguoi than nhat cta ho. Néu glucose trong mau cua
mot nguoi bat thudng, n6 s& giri thong bao canh bao qua cong nghé Bluetooth.

Nhung moi chuyén khong bao gio dé dang. O nhiéu vung noéng thoén trén nude My, rat nhiéu noi khong c6 mang 2G
hoic 3G. O Quincy vao thoi diém d6, cu dan van dang st dung internet quay so (dial- up internet). Vi mudn mang
thong tin lién lac dén nhitng ving nong thon, vao nam 2008, Freddie Figgers — nguoi dau tién nop don 1én FCC (Uy
Ban Truyén Thong Lién Bang) xin gidy phép dé thanh 1ap cong ty tu nhan vé vién théng — Figgers Communication.

Niam 2011, & tudi 21, Freddie tr thanh nha diéu hanh mang vién thong tré nhat ¢ My. Theo NBC News, Figgers
Communlcatlon la cong ty vién thong thudc s& hiru tw nhan clia nguoi da den duy nhét trén toan qudc.

Trong nhing ngay du thanh 1ap cong ty, Freddie tu minh 1am hau hét cong viéc — tir d6 bé tong cho thap dién thoai
di dong dau tién, dén lp dat cap quang. Anh bat dau cung cip dich vu & cac ving néng thon phia Bic Florida va Nam


https://figgers.com/
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Georgia. Nam 2014, Freddie ra mat dién thoai thong minh Figgers F1, voi thiét bi phéat hién chuyén dong va chuyén
sang “tinh trang an toan” trén 10mph, ngan moi nguoi nhan tin khi dang lai xe. Sau do, anh sang ché Figgers F3 —
thict bi sac khong day (Wireless Inductive Charger), thir da khién ki€u sac cii trg nén 161 thoi.

Freddie Figgers: “Bdy gio' ban cé thé é trong béng téi,
nhwng ngay mai troi sé sang.” Hinh: FB Freddie
Figgers.

“Pirng bao gio' b6 cuc!”

Nam tu6i 30, Freddie Figgers c6 mot danh sach dai nhiing
diéu khién nhiéu ngudi mo uéce: 1a moét nha phat minh, lap
trinh vién may tinh va ky su phan mém, 1 nguoi My tré
nhét nim gitr gidy phep cua Uy ban Truyen thong Lién
bang va 1a ngudi My goc Phi duy nhat s¢ hitu mot cong ty
dién thoai di dong. Figgers Wireless phuc vu gan mot
triéu khach hang tai hon 80 qudc gia. Cong ty vién thong
tu nhan nay co6 gia tri hon 62,3 tri¢u USD (theo dinh gia
ndm 2017), bién anh trd thanh trigu phii & tudi 30.

Khi duogc hoi vé bi quyet thanh cong, Freddie Figgers cho
biét anh khong bao gio bo cugc. “Bay gio ma ndi thi cac ban s€ cam thy n01 gi chang dugc. Nhung t6i mudn cac ban
nhd riang, by gid ban c6 thé ¢ trong bong toi, nhung ngdy mai troi sé sang.”

“Tubi tac va ching toc 1a nhitng thach thirc 16n trén con duong t6i di. Toi con qua tré, lai 1a nguoi da den. Co qua
nhiéu rao can va thir thach. Toi biét ho mudn thach thirc tri thong minh cta t61.” Germain Bebe, COO cua Figgers
Communications, nhin nhén kién tri 1a mot t6 chat trong con ngudi ciia Figgers. “Anh 4y néng dong va biét minh can
1am gi. D6 1a cude chién 24 gid mbi ngay. Anh ay khong con coi d6 chi 1a cong viée nira.”

Ngoai kinh doanh va phat minh, tri¢u phu tu01 30 nay cung 1a nguoi diéu hanh quy Figgers Foundation, to chirc quyén
gop giai quyét nhiéu van dé khac nhau, bao gdm nd luc ciru tro sau tham hoa thién nhién, hoc bdng dai hoc cho hoc
sinh trung hoc hay hd trg d6 dung hoc tip cho gio vién nghéo. Cac chuwong trinh gan day nhu ting xe dap cho cac
trung tim nudi dudng tré em, va cac thiét bi y té dic biét cho nhitng nhan vién tuyén dau trong dai dich COVID-19.

Tri¢u pha Freddie Figgers. Hinh: FB Freddie Figgers.
T ruyen cam hirng va gitp do' nguoi khdc

“Piéu tuyét voi nhat ma con nguoi co thé 1am 1a truyén cam
hing dén nguoi khac,” anh cho biét. Ban than anh ciing duoc
cha me nuodi truyén cam himg va ning luong dé anh co thé
thoai mai sang tao tir khi con nho. “Ba me chua mot 1an noi toi
khong phai con cua ho. Ho that dac biét. Du nhan nudi t61 khi
d3 16n tudi, nhung ong ba 1a ngudi di day toi nhitng diéu quy
gia. Hoc duogc tir ba me, chuyén giup do moi nguoi da tré thanh
niém dam mé cua t6i.”
Kinh doanh véi anh khong chi 1a mdt cong viéc kiém ra tién,
ma con ¢ ¥ nghia cong dong. Anh ban may do dudng huyét
khong day. Anh cling thuc hién du &n twong tu nhu cong nghé
dinh vi dé giup céac gia dinh giir lién lac v6i ngudi than khi phai
song xa ho, hodc 1a ngudi vo gia cu.
“Biét dau do ciing 1a twong lai cua to1. Toi co thé da 1a ké vo gia
cu hay chét cong bén dudng néu khoéng dugc nguoi don rac tim
thay,” anh nh¢ lai. Sau ndy, anh biét me rudt ciia minh 1a “gai
lang choi” va nghién ngap ma tay. Anh chua timg gip ba, ciing khong ¢ y dinh 4y, nhung anh noi da tha thir cho ba..



https://saigonnhonews.com/doi-song/the-gioi-quanh-ta/trieu-phu-chan-bo/
https://figgersfoundation.org/

Freddie Figgers bén con gai Rose. Hinh: Natlie Figgers

“B6 me nudi da cho t6i tinh yéu va twong lai. Ho di 1am hét strc
minh dé bién thé gidi nay thanh mot noi tét dep hon. Va bay gio, do
cling 1a diéu t6i mudn lam.” Nam nay 83 tudi, me cua Freddie, ciing
bat diu bi bénh Alzheimer. Freddie n6i me minh da rét tu hao vé
nhirng gi con trai ba.

Két hon voéi luat su Natlie Figgers nam 2015, nha triéu phti cho biét
anh dang rat hanh phuc véi mai 4m gia dinh cing vo chdm con nho. Bé
Rose dau 10ng méi hon 2 tudi.

“T61 dang ¢ noi hanh phuc. Diéu quan trong 13 t6i sén sang 1am moi
thir dé bao vé hanh phiic cua minh. T61 cling chi la mdt con nguoi thdi,
nhung toi tin rang minh c6 thé tac dong dén nhiéu ngudi. Téi mudn
con gai minh biét diéu d6.”

Trén trang Facebook ca nhén, Freddie Figgers nhin nht véi moi ngudi:
“Ping so sanh cudc séng cua ban v6i nguoi khac. Moi con duong déu khac nhau. Ban 13 nguoi lam chu van ménh
cua chinh minh, va ban mudn cudc sdng ctia minh trd thanh nhu the nao. Vi vy, ding d6 16i cho nguoi khac vi ban
dang trén tranh sy that cho chinh minh. Néu ban khong kiém soét sb phan ciia minh, ngudi khac sé lam.”

Theo BBC, Washington Post, Blackbusiness.

Léo Phan suu tdm
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