SU KIEN ISRAEL TAN CONG USS LIBERTY CUA HAI QUAN MY.
Lé Chanh Thiém

A. DAI CUONG.

Céc cudc chién khdc-liét, dai-ddng mét mat mdt con gitra Israel va khdi A Rap xay ra tir ngay Isrsel 1ap
quoc dén nay da tao nén nhiéu ky tich dang ndi. Gigi phan tich quan su thé gidi chia cudc chién giira
Israel va khéi A Rap ra lam nhiéu thdi ky theo thir tu thdi gian va cudc chién [an thir ba, “cudc chién 6
ngay” la cudc chién khoc liét nhat. Trong cudc chién nay c6 mot bién c6 ma bai viét nay dé cap, do la viéc
Israel tan cong vao chiéc tau do-tham, tinh-bao dién-tur, chi€c USS Liberty clia Hai-Quan Hoa Ky, dugc vi
Ia “mdt vu Tran Chau Cang th(r 2” tdn cong vao quan My. Van biét trong chién tranh, viéc “tac xa [am” -
ma ngay nay ngudi ta goi vi-von la “tac-xa than-hiru” (friendly fire) hay “hoéa luc than thién” (friendly fire
power) - la chuyén thudng xay ra nhung cling c6 13m cudc “tan céng cd y” nhung dudc che day hay bao
chifa 13 “nham 13n” ma vu USS Liberty 1d mot. Du-luan cho réng “muc-dich cua viéc Israel ¢8 y danh chim
chiéc USS Liberty 1a dé tao ra mét cuc dién méi, d& hudng cudc chién theo mét chiéu-hudng khac, nhung
da khong thanh”.

USS Liberty trude khi bi tadn cong (June 8-1967)

Trudc khi di vao dé tai, chiing ta hay diém lai viéc nhdm I1an da “Idn chuyén”, d4 1a chuyén cac chién-dau-
cd cua NATO tac xa vao S quan Trung Cong (TC) tai Belgrade, Serbia (Nam Tu cii), Yugoslavia vao dém
06 rang ngay 07-5-1999 ma phia NATO cho la “tac xa l[am”. Trong chién su Serbia, v&i chién dich mang
tén “Operation Allied Force”, phi cd NATO oanh tac vao SI quan TC lam cho 3 ngu@i TC chét va 20 ngudi
bi thuang. Chién dau co thudc Phi-doan Oanh-tac 509 ma hau clf déng tai Can cfr Khong Quan Whiteman,
Missouri trang bi hoa tién JDAM dugc hudng dan bai hé théng GPS da phéng 5 hda tién JDAM vao s
quan. Sau khi tan cudc, phia Trung Cong phan doi dir d6i. bai dién chinh quyén TC dung du tur-nglr nang-
né khi budc toi NATO nhung chia miii dui vao My, goi hanh dong dé la “cudc tan cong da man” (barbaric
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attack), cho 1a vi pham cng udc Geneve, v.v... Sau khi nghe tin, Téng Théng My Bill Clinton c6 goi dién
thoai cho Giang Trach Dan xin 16i nhung ho Giang tir chéi I5i xin I6i. Lanh su’ quan My tai Chengdu trong
dd co kiu dan My cu ngu bi dan TC tan cong thiét hai nang va muc tiéu cla ho la dét Toa lanh su My tai
Guangzhou. Riéng tai Bac Kinh, chinh quyén TC da “ddu mé&t” t6 chirc cudc biéu tinh 16n nhét trudc S¢
quan MY tai Bac Kinh, chinh quy&n da ép budc va khuyén khich dan ching vao cubc cing ho nén con s6
tham du Ién tGi han 100.000 ngudi. Ho ném da vao s quan My, gay thiét hai ndng vé vat chat. Bac Kinh
da hay bd cudc gap g8 My - Hoa du tru vao ngay 10-5-1999 va cudc hop thugng dinh gitfta Tau Cong vdi
Lién Hiép chau Au vao 13-5-1999. Quan hé ngoai giao hai nudc lanh nhat mai dén cudi ndm dé mdi ndi
lai. Pay la vu “tac xa [am” nghiém trong nhat da xay ra gan day.

B. DIEN TIEN CUOC TAN CONG USS LIBERTY
1. Sc lugc chién su lién quan dén viéc Israel tan cong chién ham My.

Vao thang 7-1956, tong thdng Ai Cap la Gamal Abdel-Nasser quyét dinh quéc hitu hda kénh dao Suez, dai
trén 150 km néi lién Dia Trung Hai va Hong Hai, Ia con dudng bién quan trong vé giao thuong va ca vé
quan su. Anh va Phap 13 hai c¢6 déng 16n trong cdng ty xdy dung kénh dao chiu thiét thdi nhiu nhat néu
Ai Cap gianh lai quyén kiém soat Suez. M6t k& hoach 14t d6 téng thdng Nasser Iap tic dugc vach ra. Tel
Aviv, kinh dich ctia Ai Cap ciing dugc kéo vao cudc. Cudc chién tranh lanh ciing la nguyén nhan khai nén
cudc chién tai vung Trung Dong nay khi kh6i Nga mudn banh truéng anh hudng dén vung nady. Thém vao
dé, vii trang quan sy cla 2 khdi d6 vao ving ndy kha I6n: khdi A R&p mua quan-bi tir Nga va khdi Cong
san con Israel nhan quan vién tur My.

Israel c6 nhiéu ly do dé€ tham gia cudc chién ndm 1956. Sau khi Israel 1&p quéc, ca triéu ngudi ti nan da
tap trung & bién gidi cla Israel doi dat Palestine. Tur day chinh la cai n6i thanh hinh cdc nhém du kich Hoi
gido. Nhitng hoat ddng ndi day khién ngudi Israel khdng IGc nao yén. Quan hé gitra Israel va Jordan, Ai
Cap, Syria, v.v...mdi lic mot t& hon. Trong ndm 1955, dung do Israel - A Rap xay ra trén khip viing bién
gidi. Ngoai viéc qubc hitu hda kénh dao, téng thdng Nasser clia Ai-Cap con cho hai quén phong toa eo
bién Tiran, hai 16 duy nhét tién ra Hong Hai cla Israel va nhét 1a dua luc lugng I6n quan ddi Ai Cap don
trd trén ban dao Sinai, sat nach Israel. VGi Israel, can cf quan su nay la cai gai nhon va ho mong mudn
nhd nd di cang sdm cang tét. Lai nita, k& hoach uy hiép Ai Cap do Phap va Anh chu xudng rét phu hgp Vi
tdm y, muu do clta chinh quyén Tel Aviv nén Israel hudng (fng ngay.

Ngay 29/10/1956, Israel tdn cong vao quan Ai Cap trén khdp cac mat trdn. Day la cudc chién th( 2 gilra
Israel va khdi A Rap. Sau 5 ngay dung dd, quan Do Thai d& chiém gan hét ban dao Sinai, dai Gaza va vo
s6 muc tiéu khac cia Ai Cap. Phap va Anh can thiép bdng cach trao cho Cairo va Tel Aviv mot ti hau thu,
dé nghi d& Anh Phap dua quéan vao chiém déng kénh Suez rdi thiét 1ap ving dém 16 km & hai bén b& hau
ngan cach luc lugng hai bén. Do Thai dong y con Ai Cap thi bac bd. D6 1a céi ¢ dé lién quan Anh Phap
nhay vao cudc. May bay ném bom cla Anh va Phap 1ap ti'c quan dao bau trdi 1anh thd Ai Cap. Hai ngay
sau, hai nudc gui quan tdi kénh Suez, uy hi€p chinh quyén Cairo. Hanh dong nay bi Ién an manh mé &
Lién Hiép Quoc. Nga doa s€ can thiép, con My hoan toan bi bat ngG nén cling khong tng hd Anh va Phap
cho du la déng minh trong thé chién thit hai. Hon nifa, vao dao dd, Chién tranh Lanh dang & cao do: My
lo d6i dau vai khoi Cong, nhat la viéc Nga can thiép vao Hung Gia Lgi; T.T. My Eisenhower khong mud6n
chién sy’ & Trung Bong lan rong. Trudc sirc ép cua My, da budc Anh, Phap phai nhugng bo. Ngay 22-12-
1956, Lién quan Anh, Phap rut khoi Ai Cap. Ngudi linh Do Thai cudi cung ciling rdi ban dao Sinai ngay
8/3/1957. My budc Israel tra lai dai Gaza cho Ai Cap, Luc lugng Khan cép cla Lién Hiép Qudc dudc gui tdi
vling vira tan chién sy’ dé bao vé hoa binh khu vuc.
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USS Liberty trudc khi rdi Hoa Ky d€ thi hanh cong tac (chay G giira).

Cubc xung dét kénh Suez ndm 1956 la mot tran chi€n “it” thiét hai nhan mang va tai san: Anh mat 20,
Phap 10 quan nhan nhung da tao nén “nhiéu” bién chuyén to 16n: gidng Ién tiéng chudng bao hiéu su’ suy
sup anh hudng ctia Anh Phap, la qua dam vao hy vong cho moét gidi phap hoa binh Trung Bong, va nhat la
dao thém mdi h&n thu A Rap - Israel. Ai Cap chiu nhiéu tén that I6n nhat trong cac nuGc tham chién: co
s@ bi hu hai ndng, véi 921 ngudi thiét mang trong cudc xung dot nhung Cairo da dat dudgc muc ti€u dé ra:
gianh quyén kiém soat kénh dao Suez. Uy tin clia Nasser ting, chu nghia qudc gia c6 cd hdi lan manh trén
khu vuc. V& phéan Israel, thiét hai 200 chién binh nhung da pha hdy hét cac can cr quan su trén ban dao
Sinai. Sau xung dot, Ai Cap than véi Nga han, con vai tro cia My lan dau tién & Trung Pong cling dugc
thira nhan do tao dudc ap Iuc tirc khac cho Anh Phap phai rit quan. Piéu nay tao nén hoc thuyét
Eisenhower: “My trg gitp bat ky nudc Trung Bong nao bi Cong san de doa”.

Sau cudc xung dét nam 1956 la cudc chién lan thir 3, “cudc chién 6 ngay” vao nam 1967, mot cudc chién
di vao lich sr clia dan toc Israel, mot ky tich ma quan doi Israel thuc hién, khong nhitng da lam khiép
dam dich quan ma con la mot tdm guang cho bao quan do6i cé nguy cd phai tham chién hoc hoi, vdi sach
lugc mang tén “Chién dich phong nglra chdp nhoang” (pre-emptive action), mot hinh thirc cla sach Iugc
“tién ha thd vi cudng”. Sau cudc chién ndm 1956, Ai Cap ludn cd y dinh phong tda eo bién Tiran, clra ngd
duy nhat ctia Do Thai tdi Elath dé ra Hong Hai. Tuy khdi A rap bi Israel danh bai nhung do My budc Israel
phai rut khdi ndi chiém ddng trén phan dat cua cac nudc thude khdi A Rap nén Ai Cap van con hung hing,
do vay, Israel lun mudn danh bat khdi A Rap nén chién tranh 13 diéu khdng thé tranh khoi, nhat 1a khi Ai
Cap phong tda eo bién Tiran vao ngay 23-5-1967.

Rd rang Tel Aviv da tién hanh mét mét nudc cd hét sirc mao hiém khi s3p dét k& hoach tan cdng cac nudc
A R&p. Hanh ddng nay s& mang tiéng la ké gy chién trudc nén diing trudc nguy cd bi cd 18p, nhat 1& mét
lGic phai tho dich & ca 3 phia, chi con cd phia sau lung la bién la khdng bi tdh cdng ma thdi. Do Thai chi c6
khoang 2,5 triéu dan, chdng lai lién minh A Rap gan 150 triéu dan ma chi riéng Ai Cap da c6 70 triéu dan,
nhu vdy, mot ngudi Israel phai chdng lai 60 ngudi A Rap. Ai Cap tin tudng tuyét dsi réng Nga va khdi
Cong sé& ding vé phe A Rap bdi trong mét bifa tiéc don Bd trudng Qudc phong Ai Cap, chinh quyén
Moscow da long trong hira rang “Nga sé giilr tinh than va ti€p tuc gilip d& Ai Cap néu chién tranh xay ra”.
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Phan My, do dang tham chién tai Viét Nam nén khong mudn 10 Itra Trung Bong néng |én, tuy nhién, vi su
“sdng con”, Israel budc phai tién hanh chién tranh theo du dinh, bo qua céc tré ngai vira ké. Cudc chién 6
ngay la chién thdng vinh quang cla Israel, khéng nhitng tinh than, uy tin cla quan doi Israel I1én cao ma
dat dai chiém dugc cling kha nhidu va nhat 13 1am cho khéi A Rap kiét qué vé quan su, tinh than chién
d4u sa sUt, nhat 13 pha v su' lién két cac nudc trong khdi A Rap, tao su chia ré sau sic nhiéu ndm sau do.

,,' K \\\

Ham truéng USS Liberty, Trung T4 (Commander) William Loren McGonagle.

Sau cudc chién ngay 5-6-1967, khdi A Rap va Israel van trong tinh trang d6i d&u kich-liét. Tuy khdng con
Xay ra cac trén danh 16n nhung hai bén khéng ngirng diing phéo binh bén phé d6i phucng dé ap dung ké
hoach “tiéu hao luc lugng”. TU d6 thanh hinh cudc “Chién tranh tiéu hao”, bat dau tir ndm 1968 dén 1972,
nhiéu cudc chién nhd xay ra doc bién gidi gilra Israel va Siria, Ai Cap. Nhitng ndm dau thap ky 1970, cac
luc lugng vii trang ngudi Palestine bat dau nhiing lan song tan cong manh mé chéng lai Israel tai Trung
Pong va cac muc tiéu clia ngudi Israel tai khdp ndi trén thé gidi, trong do, vu tdn cdng vao doan thé-thao
Israel tai Th& van hoi 1972 t6 chirc tai Munchen lam ngudi Israel phan nd nhat. Cac phan tir vii trang
Palestine bt lam con tin va tham sat doan thé thao Israel. Thé la Israel tra dlia bang quan su, véi chién
dich mang tén “Su gian gilr cia Chda”.

Cac nhan vién cua cd quan tinh bao Mossad cua Israel da am sat hau hét nhitng ngudi cé tham gia vao vu
tham sat cac thé thdo gia Do Thai tai Tay Dlic ndm nao. Co-quan Ha-Mosad le-Modi'in u-le-Tafkidim
Meyukhadim (ti€ng Hebrew, dich 1a: Vién cac Chién dich Déc biét va Tinh bdo), dugc goi tét la Mossad (co
nghia la “Vién"), la Cd quan Tinh bdo cua Israel cé cac nhiém vu: thu thap thong tin tinh bao, ti€n hanh
céc chién dich bi mat nhu cac hoat dong ban du kich, chdng khiing bd, hd trg k& hoach Aliyah (hoat dong
di cu quay trd vé qué huong cla ngudi Do Thai) tai nhitng ndi hoat dong nay bi ngan cam v.v... Pay la
mot trong s6 cac cd quan tinh bao chinh cla Israel {nhu cac cd quan khac: Aman (tinh bao quan doi) va
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Shin Bet (an ninh noi dia)}. Diéu khac biét la Gidam dbéc cd quan Mossad chi bao cdo truc ti€p 1én Thua
tudng Israel ma khong qua cac cap khac, ngay ca Bo trudng Qudc Phong; cling tuang tu nhu' CIA cua MY,
S& Tinh bao Mat (MI6) clia Anh Qudc va S& Tinh bao Mat Australia (ASIS).

Ngoai ké thu ra, Mossad ciing san sang ra tay tiéu diét ngay ca “dong minh”, k& c& My, mién sao co Igi
cho ho. Dién hinh, trong vu Lavon khét tiéng ndm 1954, cic déc vu Israel d3 danh bom vai cd quan cla
My tai Ai Cap hau tao ra 16n xén dé cd gieo rdc mdi bat hoa gilra Washington va Cairo dé My nhay vao
vong chién hau chia x& ganh ndng chién su’ cling ho, ddi d&u véi khdi A Rap. Ariel Sharon khi d6 Ia chi huy
cla Luc-lugng 101 (Unit 101), dudi quyén clia Tudng doc nhan Moshe Dayan, chi huy Luc-Lugng Phong-
vé Israel (Israeli Defense Forces, IDF) d3 thi hanh chi thi danh bom vao cac co s& cla My dé dd vay cho
khGi A Rap hau My nhay vao vong chién. Vu tan cong th( hai cta Israel vao My 1a viéc mudn danh chim
chiéc USS Liberty dugc ndi dén sau day.

2. Vu tan cong USS Liberty.

Vao budi trua mua Hé oi & ngay 09/06/1967 nham vao ngay th{r tu trong “Cudc chién tranh 6 ngay”, chiéc
tau tinh bao dién tr USS Liberty thu6c Ham d6i 6 cla My dang tha tr6i ngoai khaoi trén hai phan qudc té
trong Dia Trung Hai, gan Ai Cap, cach bd bién thudc ban dao Sinai khoang 12,5 hai ly (23 km), cach thanh
phd Arish cua Ai Cap khoang 47 km vé phia Tay Bac. B3t than, USS Liberty bi phi-ca va tau phong ngu-16i
cla Israel tan cong tGi tap. USS Liberty cé trong tai 7.725 tan, ha thdy vao nam 1965. Trudc do, Liberty
da guri vé nhitng ban téng hdp thdng tin tinh béo & phia Pdng Pia Trung Hai vé tin tlc, hoat ddng cla ca
hai phe cho My. Cudc tan céng lam chét 34 quan nhan, lam bi thuong 173 ngudi, la cudc tan cong lam
thiét hai vé ngudi ding th( hai cho My ké tir khi Thé chién th{ II két thic, chi kém cudc tdn cdng bang
hoa tién cla Iraq vao chiéc USS Stark vao ngay 17/05/1987.

Phi cG Mirage III cUa Israel tham gia vu tan cong USS Liberty.

Cac cd quan tinh bao Hoa Ky hién dién tai vung Trung Bong lién tuc trong sudt thdi gian trudc va khi
chién su xay ra. Ngoai cac diép vién va nhan vién CIA chuyén san tin, con cd phi cg tham thinh, tau chién
tinh bao clia quan ddi Hoa Ky lubn hién dién trén vung dat “nong bdng” nay. My da phai cac chién ham
trong do c6 chién ham do-thdm tinh-bdo Liberty dén gan ving giao tranh dé& sin tin. My biét trudc vé
cudc chién tranh [an th{ ba sdp xay ra, va trong khi 2 phia chién ddu séng con, chiéc chién ham do-tham
USS Liberty cia My hién dién gan ving giao tranh d€ lam nhiém vu, d6 la ving bién thudc hai phan quéc
t& trong Pia Trung Hai. Khi cudc chién né ra, vao ngay 05/06, Trung Ta (Commander) Ham trudng William
L. McGonagle ctia USS Liberty da hoi Pho D6 Boc William I. Martin, mot vi chi huy thuéc thuéc Ham doi 6
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cla Hoa Ky, rdng “Cé thé yéu cau Hai quan My cung cdp mét tau khu truc (destroyer) tdi dé bao vé
USS Liberty va st dung né nhu mét trung tdm truyén tin phu khéng?”. Hom sau, sau khi tham khao
thugng cap, D6 D6c Martin tra IGi: “Tau USS Liberty thuéc Ham d6i My dang & trong hai phan qudc t€,
khong phai la mot tau tham gia cudc chién va khong phai la muc tiéu tan cong. Yéu cau cia McGonagle da
bi tir chGi". Tuy nhién, D6 Déc Martin hifa la “Néu trong trudng hgp bi tdn cong khong cd y, Ham doi 6 sé
6 thé tdi clru vién trong vong 10 phat”.

Trong budi sang trudc khi dién ra cudc khong kich da cé nhiéu phi-tudn tham thinh cta phi-cd mang ph
hiéu Israel bay ngang qua lai, nhan dién tau Liberty. Khong luc Ai Cap thi da tan tanh may ngay trudc do
va Israel dang lam chi ving trdi nén khdng thé nham 1an dugc. Cac phi tuan clia khdng luc Israel bay
ngang dau nhiéu lan nén tau Liberty khong cé gi phai lo sg. Lic 2 gig chiéu (giG Sinai) ngay 8-6-1967, dot
nhién 3 chién-dau-co Mirage III cta Israel bat ngd sa xudng, nd dai bac va phdng hoa tién xudng tau USS
Liberty khi chi€c chi€n ham nay khdng phong bi. Khoang hai muci phit sau vu tan cong bdng may bay
vlra noi, tau phong ngu 16i cta Israel xudt hién va ban 5 qua ngu 16i vé phia chiéc USS Liberty. Khi Ham
trudng McGonagle nhin trén radar thay ngu 16i dang lao vé phia tau, 6ng da ra Iénh nhiém sg tac chién va
USS Liberty bén tra. May mén 1a 2 trong s6 4 ngu' 16i lai d@m vao nhau nd tung lam 2 ngu 16i kia trugt muc
tiéu. Nhu vay, trong 5 ngu 16i Israel phdng ra, 4 da khong dén muc tiéu ma chi cé 1 qua tring vao phia
trudc man phai than tau, tao mét 16 thing 16n trong khoang chd hang d& dugc cai tao thanh phong ky
thuat, lam thiét mang thém 26 quan nhan sau khi 6 quan nhan My da tr thuong bdi cac cudc khong kich
truGc do. Nhan 1énh ham trudng, hai & sting trén tau Liberty da khai hda. Tau chién Israel dap tra va ban
thém hai qua ngu 16i nifa, theo bao cdo clia Vién nghién cttu lich sif IDF nam 1982. Nhirng tau phéng ngu
16i ctia Israel ti€p tuc bam sat USS Liberty roi ban x6i xa vao cac xudng cap clru dugc tha xuéng nudc véi
y dinh tiéu huy tat ca cac xuéng dao thoat.

Tau phong ngu 161 Israel tham gia tan cong USS Liberty.

Thong thudng, theo nguyén-tac hang hai, khi thuy thi doan rdi tau va tha xubng cdp clru thi dugc xem
nhu la budng sting ngung chién, sau do, phia bén kia chi viéc vét ho va bdt lam tu binh nhung Israel lai
mudn tiéu diét hoan toan nhu dé phi tang chiing tich nén ho khéng cltu cac nan nhan My dao thoét khoi
tau. USS Liberty la mét tau tinh bao dién tlr, la phudng tién do tham ky thuat thong dung trudc thdi tinh
bdo vé tinh ngay nay cho nén c6 nhiéu dan ang-ten nhung it sing trang bi trén tau. Ngoai vl khi ca nhéan,
tau chi c6 4 6 dai lién 50 dung dé diét dich leo Ién cudp tau ch khdng thich hgp khi hai chién hay phong
khdng. Khi bi t&n cdng, USS Liberty lién lac dugc vSi Ham ddi 6 xin khan cdp c(tu vién. Hai chiéc USS
Saratoga va USS America cho 12 phi cd F-4 cdt canh vaéi Iénh “bao vé USS Liberty bang vii luc”. Khéng
hiéu sao 1énh ndy dugc chuyén bang bach van, cd I8 3 chiéc tau phdng ngu 16i cla Israel nghe dudc nén
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bo di. Tuy nhién, c6 2 chiéc truc thang Israel chd linh xung kich vo trang dén, van & trén dau chi€c USS
Liberty, y mu6n d6 bd. Ham trudng McGonagle ra 1énh cho thudc cip chuén bi chéng tra cudc dé bd bang
truc thang nay nhung hai chiéc truc thang long vong mét lic roi cling bd di. C6 1€ ho mdi nhan dudc I1énh
khac nén mdi d6i y chr khdng thé dén ndi roi quay tré vé ma khdng c6 hanh déng gi.

Trong trang thai khong phong bi va USS Liberty khong dugc trang bi vii khi tan cong nén phan thiét hai
thudc vé nd. USS Liberty bi thuong vong ndng né: trong tdng s6 294 ngudi hién dién trén tau cé dén 34
ngudi chét va 173 bi thugng, toan than tau bi trén 821 vét dan to va hang ngan vét dan nho, con bi ngu
16i khoét mot 16 rong 12m, cao 3,7m & bén thanh tau, cd Hoa Ky trén ky dai chién ham bi rach buom.

Khoang 3 gid sau vu tan cong, Israel da thong bao dén sir quan My & Tel Aviv vé vu nay va ho hifa cung
cdp mdy bay truc thang dé chd tly vién Hai quan cta Pai st quan My dén xem xét tai chd. Phia Israel
“bién minh” rdng viéc ndy khong thé hoan toan 13 16i cia ho bdi trudc khi nd ra cudc chién tranh Trung
Dong lan thir 3 (tir 5/6 dén 10/6/1967), Tel Aviv da "danh ti€ng" yéu cau tat ca moi tau thuyén dang hoat
dong phai rdi khoi khu vuc chién su.

Ham trudng USS Liberty, Hai Quan Trung Ta McGonagle dugc trao tang Huy chuong Danh du (Medal of
Honor), mdt danh hiéu cao quy nhat clia quan ddi My, nhung dudc trao trong mét budi 1& kin déo trong
mét can ¢ quan su tai mot bén tau chl khéng phai tai BO Qudc phong hay tai Toa Bach Oc nhu thong
1&. Ong d3 tiing tham gia Thé chién 2, chién tranh Cao Ly, sau dé 1a chién tranh Viét Nam, phuc vu trong
Hai Quan My tir 1944 dén 1974.

Phi cd Israel lugn trén dau USS Liberty tru@e khi tan céng tau nay.
3. Nhirng cudc diéu tra vu tan cong:
Hai chinh phd My va Israel d& cho tién hanh cac cudc diéu tra va cac két qua dudgc cong bb cho rang “day
Ia mét su nham 14n”. Pham vi nhitng cudc diéu tra cta phia Israel 13 diéu tra bat c(r ai trong luc lugng

Phong tha Israel cé lién quan. Nhitng két qua tuir nhirng cudc diéu tra do phia My ti€n hanh, dac biét la
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cudc diéu tra trong ndi bd Hai quan My da khong thda man da s6. Phan I6n nhitng bdo cdo la nhiing
théng bdo vé ton that hon 13 bao cac cac dién tién sau khi diéu tra, nguyén nhan va hdu qua su vu hodc
k&t &n mot d6i tugng cu thé hay néu tdi 4c cla Israel khi chl y tdn cdng tiéu diét chién ham My. Muc tiéu
chinh ctia cudc digu tra khdng ndm & chd phuong thirc tdn cdng, ly do va nguyén nhan khi Israel biét d6
3 tau chién clia My ma van tan cong ma chi xoay quanh thiét hai, nhu’ 1a mdt bao cao ton that ma thoi.

a. Israel m& 3 cudbc diéu tra va déu két luan: cudc tan cong tau Liberty la do nham dé la mot tau chién Ai
Cap, d6 16i cho hé thdng thong tin lién lac gitra Israel va quan ddi Hoa Ky ma khong nhan phan I6i nho
nao vé phia ho. Ba cudc diéu tra gom:

- Thang 06/1967, cubc diéu tra s¢ bo do Pai tda Ram Ron phu trach.

- Thang 06/1967, cudc thdm van ctia ThAm phan Y. Yerushalmi.

- “Su kién tau Liberty”: bao cdo cta Vién nghién cltu Lich St IDF.

USS Liberty 1 ngay sau khi bj tan cong (June 9-1967)

Vé hanh déng phdng ngu 16i gay thiét hai tGi Phong ky thuat clia tau USS Liberty (& man phai), chinh phu
Israel néu ra ba 18i quan trong ma do "vo tinh" ho m&c phai: 1) tinh trang cla con tau luc dé: Liberty di
chuyén khéng giéng mét con tau ctia My, vi thé nén ho khdng nhan ra", 2) nhin chung bén ngoai, USS
Liberty trong gidng véi mot con tau Ién cua Ai Cap, 3) ho khdng nhan dugc thong bao tir may bay vé
nhitng ddu hiéu bén ngoai chirng to day khéng phai Ia mdt tau chién Ai Cép. Phia Israel d& khién trach su
phdi hgp cla hé théng bao dong va su thi€u kinh nghiém cta Khong luc Israel.

b. V& phia Hoa Ky, c6 it nhat 10 cudc diéu tra nhung khong dugc chinh phd My quan tam, hay muén cho
“chim xudng” su kién nay, bao gom 3 tudng trinh dugc xem la “nang ky” nhat:
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- Phlc trinh cda CIA ndm 1967.
- Phlc trinh cda Clark Clifford nédm 1967.

- Phuc trinh clia NSA ndm 1981, bao gom nhirng ghi chép vé viéc chan ding séng vo6 tuyén cla quan doi
Israel va dich lai nhitng ban sao cta nhitng phi cong truc thang truc ti€p tan cong.

Theo thay tha doan Liberty con s6ng sét thi Israel da chi y danh chim tau USS Liberty va c6 y tiéu diét
toan thé thay tha doan dé€ phi tang ch( khdng hé cd chuyén danh nhdm bdi qua nhiéu dgt véi khéng
quén, hai quan va biét kich dinh xudng tau bang truc thang. Ho xac quyét rdng 5 ban diéu tra trinh 1én
Qudc hbi My va 4 cudc diéu tra khac da khong dung thuc chat cla vu tén céng. Cac cudc diéu tra ndi bo
cla Hai quén tién hanh muc dich truy tim nguyén nhan cuéc tdn céng nhung lai dd trach nhiém cho mang
ludi thdng tin clia ca 2 bén, mét cach tra 18i d€ hudng du-luén di theo hudng khac, tlrc giai toi cho Israel.
Chinh diém ndy, du ludn ngudi My ndi chung va trong Hai Quan My ndi riéng da oan trach Hai Quan My
nhiéu han ca bdi chinh ho da khéng "bao vé&" dugc thudc cap cho du sy viéc da roi.

Nhiing vét dan trén than tau USS Liberty.

4. Nhirng tin tirc, phan (rng sau vu tan cong:

Theo tG Guardian (Anh) thi vao rang sang 8/6/1967, thuy thu doan USS Liberty da nhin thay khoang 60 tu
binh Ai Cap bi tréi gidt canh khly rdi sau dé bi linh Israel x* ban vi ho khéng c6 du phong dé giam va
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khdng c6 ngudi d€ canh gill tu binh. Linh Israel cho rang viéc ho hanh quyét tu binh c6 thé da bi nhiing
thuy tha trén chiéc USS Liberty nhin thay nhd vao cac thiét bi trinh sat gian diép hién dai. Bao nhiéu con
ngudi nhu thé, khéng ai bado dam ho khdng dé lot chuyén nay ra ngoai. Néu tin tc nay lot ra, ngudi Israel
s& bi phan d6i nén y tudng "giét ngudi bit khdu" ndy sinh, Israel mudn ban chim chiéc USS Liberty 1a vi
thé, khong mudn thé gidi biét ho vi pham quy ché vé tu binh nhu thé.

Nhitng may bay trinh sat Noratlas cta Israel bdo vé trung tam chi huy dé la mét chiéc tau hiéu GTR 5, la
tau clia My. Nhin thdy phi-cd cla Israel bay qua dau, nhitng thly thu trén USS Liberty gid tay vay. Ho
khdng ngd rang khi d mot vién si quan chi huy cua Israel da bao véi T6ng Tham muu trudng quan doi la
Yitzhak Rabin rdng ho vira bi phao kich tir mot chiéc tau "chua rd than phan". Rabin ra Iénh diéu tra su
viéc. Israel phai 3 chi€c Mirage III bay di "diéu tra" bang cach tdn cong vao "con tau nghi ngg" dé. Cling
lic nay, 3 chiéc tau ngu 16i cling dugc Iénh xuat phat, mé hét téc luc hudng vé muc tiéu la chiéc
USS Liberty. Sau dot 3 Mirage III thi mét chiéc chién dau cd khac thudc loai Dassault Mysteres bay dén
trit bom napalm xudng USS Liberty. M6t chi€c mdy bay trinh sat dién tir EC-121 cGa My lam nhiém vu &
trén cao ching ki€n canh do tur dau dén cudi. Vién phi cong voi vang cap cao vé trung tam chi huy. Tin
trén cudi cing dudc dét trén ban Téng théng My Johnson.

Sau khi ndi vu da xay ra, cac gidi chlrc thdm quyén cta Israel chdi rang “cudc tan cong khéng phai la két
qua ctia mot am muu tr trudc nham vao mot tau My”. Israel cho biét ho dugc bao dam 1a khoéng cé tau

M¥ nao trén vung nay va khong luc Israel da lam chi€c USS Liberty la tau chién cta Ai Cap. Ho bao chifa:

~“Israel chang cd ly gi lai di dot kich mét déng minh quan trong nhu' My”.

Vét ngu 16i Israel pha v8 mot khoang bén héng tau USS Liberty
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Da sd du luan va nhan xét clia nhiéu chuyén gia My déu cho rang cudc tan cong la c6 am muu, dung tam
tlr trude vi rd rang la chir va s8 La-tinh khac hdn chir va sd Arab, chiéc USS Liberty, mang m& sd ranh
mach GTR 5, k& bdng mau tu La-tinh. Thay thd trén USS Liberty sau nay xac dinh, mét trong s& nhing
chi€éc may bay da sa xu6ng gan ho, sat dén muc canh quat cla n6 kéu phanh-phach ngay trén boong tau,
va nhitng vién phi-cong vay tay vdi cac thay-tha, va ho vay lai. Hon nifa, tdu mang ¢ My nén khdng cé
chuyé&n nham Ian dugc. Mot phi cong Israel [a Rabin sau ndy cho hay:

R rang toi thdy chir viét trén tau la chif phudng Tay ch( khdng phai chit A Rap va tau treo cd My
nhung khdng hiéu sao tau Liberty khéng dap tra”.

Nhitng ngudi hoai nghi IGi giai thich nay cua Israel con cd ca cac quan chifc cao cap cla My. Ngoai trudng
lGc d6 la 6ng Dean Rusk cho hay:

-"Toi chua bao gig dong y vai IGi giai thich cla Israel. Chung t6i khong chdp nhan nhifng IGi gidi thich cta
ho. Hoi d6 tai da khdng tin ho va ngay nay van khong tin. Cudc tan cong la mdt su' si nhuc”.

Photio @ NI ¥TM  Cdr W L. MoGonagh pomts oul damage on USE Liberty, June 1967
. e ]

A

Trung T4 Ham trudng nhin nhirng vét dan trén than tau USS Liberty.

Cuu giam déc CIA la 6ng Richard Helms ndi:

-"Uy ban diéu tra d3 két ludn réng phia Israel d3 biét chinh xac ho dang lam gi khi tdn cong Liberty”.
Nhiéu nhan vat quan trong khac cia My nhu D6 d6c Moorer clung nhiéu si quan cao cap trong Hai Quan
My, trong dé c6 nhiéu vi ham trudng déu lén tiéng bat binh trudc thai do im lang cla BO Hai Quan va
chinh phi My nhung khéng lam gi dugc.

Nam 2004, bai ta Ward Boston thudc Toa an biéu tra vu nay lic do6 cho biét:

-*P06 doc Isaac Kidd, Cha tich Toa an nay (da chét) cling nhu chinh 6ng déu két luan sau cudc diéu tra la
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rd rang Israel da chi tdm danh tau Liberty du biét day la tau My. Ong giai thich viéc 1én tiéng cham tré
nay, sau 37 nam, la “@ vi th€ mot quan nhan, ng phai chap hanh ménh Iénh clia Bo trudng Quéc phong
va Tong Tu Lénh quan doi (tic Tong thong) 13 “phai im miéng”. Ong tam su:

-"Bang chling da qua rd rang. Ca D6 ddc Kidd va t6i lic dé déu tin chac rang cudc tan cong lam chét 34
linh thay My va 1am bi thuong 172 ngudi khac, 1& mét nd Iuc cd tinh todn nhdm danh chim mot tau My va
giét toan bd doan thdy thu doan” (The evidence was clear. Both Admiral Kidd and I believed with
certainty that this attack, which killed 34 American sailors and injured 172 others, was a deliberate
effort to sink an American ship and murder its entire crew).

Ong ndi thém:

~‘M&i budi t6i, sau nhitng béng chifng thu thap dugc mdi ngdy, chlng tdi thudng ban ludn nhitng nhan
xét riéng cla minh vé nhitng gi ma ching t6i nhin thdy va nghe thay. T6i con nhd, D6 Bdoc Kidd con goi
riéng Israel la “bon giét ngudi chd dé&” (murderous bastards). D6 la diéu ma ca hai chlng t6i tin tudng dua
vao chiing c ma chiing tdi thu thap dugc. Cudc tdn cdng cua Israel c6 sap dat tir trudc va khdng thé la
mot tai nan”.

Nhing vét dan trén than tau USS Liberty sau khi bj tan cong.

Cuoc tan cong nay da gay ra nhiéu tranh cai kich liét trong cac gidi chifc My, cac cd quan truyén thong
b4o chi va trong quan ddi. Israel “bao chira” vdi ly do tac xa “[Am 1an”, va “cd thé do bau khdng khi céng
thdng clia cudc chién da dan dén nhifng sai [Am nhu vay” dé roi sau dé bdi thudng cho My mot mén tién
mon. Hang loat nhitng gia thuyét dugc dua ra, trong dé c6 ba gia thuyét chinh nhung khong co gia thuyét
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nao dudc cho la chinh xac nhat. Th nhat, cho rang Israel sg USS Liberty phat giac viéc Israel tha tiéu tap
thé mot ngan tu binh Ai Cap nén Israel phai diét USS Liberty. Tuy nhién, gia thuyét nay khdng viing vi véi
ly do d& ma phai tiéu diét cd mot tau chién nudc ban vdi viéc gi€t thém 300 mang ngudi nira. Gia thuyét
th(r hai cho rang Israel sg tau Liberty phat hién viéc Syria stra soan danh chi€m cao nguyén Golan. Déy la
hanh ddng ma rdng chién tranh, c6 thé lam Nga can thiép, lam cho My cd thé ngdn can hanh ddng cua
Israel. Gia thuyét nay vé sau mdi biét cling sai [am vi Israel da thong bao cho My du tinh trén va dugc My
chdp thuén. Gia thuyét cudi 1a Israel dinh danh chim tau Liberty d& dé vdy cho Ai Cap, kéo Hoa Ky vao
cudc chién dé chia x& ganh nang chién chinh véi quan ddi Israel.

Ngudi ta cho rang dot may bay dau cla Hai quan My cat canh tur chi€c USS Saratoga, theo gia thuyét nay,
la d& ném bom Cairo, c6 mang theo ca vii khi nguyén tir nhung 1énh bi thu hdi khi thdy &m muu bi that
bai trong viéc danh chim USS Liberty. Dot mdy bay th( hai cat canh tir USS America mdi la dé& cdiu chiéc
USS Liberty. Néu qua nhu gia thuyét nay thi ngay cap Bo Tu Iénh Ham d6i hay Tham muu trudng Lién
quén cling khéng dugc phép biét ma chi Téng théng Johnson va Bd trudng qudc phong Mc Namara biét
ma thoi.

Trung T4 Ham trudng William Loren McGonagle di'ng bén vét dan trén than tau USS Liberty
5. Nhirng thong tin sau vu tan cong:

* Sau nay, Jim Ennes, mdt si quan cip thdp cé mat trén USS Liberty khi cudc tdn céng nd ra dad cho xudt
ban cudn sach co6 tén “Tran chién trén Liberty”. Cudn sach hau nhu dé cap dén toan bd nhitng bao cao
lién quan dén Liberty va né da vap phai su’ phan ddi tir nhitng ngudi bat ddng quan diém cla tac gia.

* Nam 1981, cudn “Weapons” cua Warren Howe da dua ra nhan dinh rang Liberty dugc hd t6ng bdi mot
tau ngam chién lugc USS Andrew Jackson. Theo Howe: "O' dd sau 200 feet dugi mat nudc, theo mot hai
trinh song song, tau ngam chién lugc USS Andrew Jackson gidng nhu mét cai bong cla Liberty, nhiém vu
cla no la doi pho vdi toan bo tén Itra tam xa clha Israel néu Tel Aviv quyét dinh tan cong Cairo, Damascus
hodc Baghdad."

* Vao ndm 2001, Quyén “Chan tudng cac bi mat” (Body of Secrets) do nha xut ban Doubleday (My) phat
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hanh dan 16i cac cuu chién binh My tuyén bd “quan ddi Israel da chu dinh tdn cong tau USS Liberty, chit
khong phai do nhdm 13n". Su that I3 chinh quyén Israel ¢d tinh danh chim tau USS Liberty roi d6 16i cho Ai
Cap va nhu vay thi Téng thdng Lyndon Johnson cé “ly do” dé ra Iénh cho quén ddi tham chién bén canh

Israel chdng lai kh6i A-Rap dang vay danh Do Thai.

* PEn nam 2003, nha bao Peter Hounam viét cudn “Operation Cyanide” lai dé xudng mot gia thuyét khac.
Trong sach giai thich ly do “tai sao quan ddi My khdng chdng cu?”, tac gia cho rang Israel va Tdng théng
Lyndon B. Johnson da tan thanh viéc USS Liberty s& bi danh chim cling vdi toan bd thly tha doan dé dé
16i cho Ai Cap, tao ly do cho My t&n céng Ai Cap. Tuy nhién, nhitng diéu Hounam dua ra trong sach chi la
mot gia thuyét ma thoi.

* Nam 2002, trong mot doan phim tu liéu cta dai BBC cho rang USS Liberty cd lién quan tdi &m muu tan
cdng Cairo bang hang khéng mau ham My dugdc trang bi vii khi hat nhan nhung da bi thu hoi vi that bai
trong viéc danh chim tau Liberty. Chuyén nay lam phia Israel phai ganh chiu trach nhiém.

* Ngay 2-7-2003, Cuc An-Ninh Qudc-Gia (National Security Agency, NSA, con goi la Central Security
Service - CSS) da cho cong b6 doan bang ghi lai nhirng théng tin lién lac tr may bay chién dau EC-121,
chi€c mdy bay nay da bay gan ndi xay ra vu tan cong, tir 2:30PM dén 3:27PM, theo giG Sinai la khoang
12:30PM tdi 13:37PM, doan ghi am nhirng tiét 16 cia cyu phi cong hai quan, Jay Cristol. Ban dich ti€éng
Anh clia doan b3ng - dugc may bay chién ddu My ghi lai — cho thdy réng may bay chién d&u Israel van
ti€p tuc tin rang n6 dang tan cdng mot tau chién Ai Cap, tham chi ngay ca khi cudc tan cdng da dirng lai.
Sau cudc tan cong, nhitng may bay truc thdng ciru hd da nghe thay nhitng tin hiéu cip cru khan cép, va
sau khi kéo nhitng ngudi s6ng sét dau tién Ién, ho hdi xem ngudi nay mang qudc tich gi va tin rang nhitng
ngudi s6ng st tir chiéc tau vira bi t&h cdng s& ndi tiéng A Rap.

* Theo bao cdo clia NSA thi tau Liberty da khong bat dugc mot tin hiéu bao trudc nao vé vu tan céng. Sau
khi USS Liberty bi tring ngu 16i, Gidam doc NSA, la 6ng Marshall S. Carter da gui thong bao tim kiém tat ca
nhitng thong tin vé cudc tan cong va sy danh tra cla chiéc Liberty nhung khéng cé thong tin nao cé gia
tri. Tuy nhién, chi€c EC-121 cta Hai quan My da ghi lai dugc nhitng cudc dbi thoai cia hai phi cong lai
may bay truc thang ngudi Israel véi Trung tam diéu hanh tai San bay Hazor sau khi ho tan cong tau
Liberty. Poan bang NSA dich ra cho th3y nhitng chiéc may bay truc thdng dau tién dugc cr di dé clu
nhitng ngudi Ai cdp (Trung tdm diéu khién lién hé véi may bay truc thdng 815 vao IGc 12:34 PM gid Sinai
noi "Con tau bay gid da dudc xac dinh la tau cia Ai Cap”.

* Ngay 10/10/2003, t& The Jerusalem Post da ti€n hanh phong van Yiftah Spector, mot trong s6 nhirng
phi c6ng da tham gia vao cudc tan cong, Spector ndi rang tau Liberty dugc gia thiét la tau cta Ai Cap.

* Ngay 8/6/2007, Ca quan An ninh Quéc gia NSA da céng b8 nhiéu tai liéu bé sung vé cubc tan céng cua
quéan doi Israel nham vao chién ham tinh bdo dién t Liberty clla Hoa Ky nhung khong cd tai liéu nao
chinh thirc budc toi Israel.

Mdc du vao ngay 17/12/1987, nhitng cudc diéu tra cla ca hai phia da dugc chinh thiic dugc khép lai
thong qua viéc thong nhat gilra hai chinh phu va Israel chiu boi thudng nhung Hai Quan My da chiu mét
“don dau” nhu vay, chac sé& con gay khong it tranh cdi. Su kién nay sau dd lang I€ bi “chim xudng” khi My
va Israel déu cd y tranh dé cap tdi, tham chi con ha cap USS Liberty tir "tau trinh-tham dién-ti™ xudng
con la "tau nghién ctru thong tin dung cho khoa hoc".
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C. LOT KET:

M6t ndm sau ngay bi tdn cdng, chiéc USS Liberty bi “loai ngii” roi Hai quan chuyén giao né cho Cad quan
Hang hai My (The US Maritime Administration, MARAD), mot cd quan thudc B6 Giao Thong (Department
of Transportation) va con tau tri gia $40 triéu USD nay trd thanh d6ng sat vun ndng gan 8.000 tan dudc
ban véi gia $101.000 USD. Mai dén ngay 17/12/1987, van dé nay da dudc hai chinh phd théng nhat
“chinh thirc khép lai”, théng qua cac bién ban ngoai giao va Israel da bo ra gan 13 triéu Do la d€ boi
thudng cho nhitng nan nhan My. Néu so vdi sb tién boi thudng cho cac nan nhan cla chiéc phi-cd Pan Am
103 bi roi tai Lockerbie ndm 1988 ma chinh phu Lybia da phai bo ra la 2,7 ti USD thi s6 tién dé khong
thdm vao dau, nhat la s6 tién do 13y tir tién “vién-trg... ciia My”. Qua la “tinh ddng minh” thdm thiét that!

DE thay cho I5i két ctia chuyén “nham IAn” ndy ma hai chinh phli My va Israel dong thuan goi nhu thé ma
khong 1a mdt cudc “tan cdng”, ta hdy xem thém vai chuyén “khd hiéu” nita. Khi hai chiéc Hang khong Mau
ham USS Saratoga va USS America tung chién ddu co dé di ti€p ciu chiéc USS Liberty bi t&n céng thi
chinh B6 trudng Qudc phong McNamara ra Iénh: “Phai Iap tdc thu héi Iénh”; nghia la Ham trudng phai goi
12 chiéc phan luc F-4 trg vé nai xudt phat. Khi Dé-Dbc Lawrence Geis, vi chi huy Ham D6i 6 cd gang trinh
bay quan diém thudc cdp clia minh véi Bd Quéc Phong vé chuyén nay thi dich thdn Téng Théng My,
Lyndon B. Johnson Ién may, ndi toac quyét-dinh cia minh vdi vi chi huy Ham D&i 6 nhu sau:

- “Toi sé khong lam cho déng minh Iiing ting” (I will not embarrass an ally).

Nhu vay, nhitng y tudng “bao vé&”, "tra dlia", "bao thu"... cho su thiét hai cho mét don vi quan doéi da bi
chinh vi “Téng Tu-Lénh” clia ddi quan dé "de net", “bdp chét” ngay tir trong trimg nudc vdi ly do "diing
lam cho dong minh ling ting”, cho du thudc cap cla minh mdi vira bi ddng-minh dé ha doc thu tan-tanh.
Pulng nhu cdu thé gian thudng ndi: “Trong chién tranh, moi chuyén déu c6 thé xay ra, ngay ca nhiing
chuyén khdng thé”. Qua la “tinh ddéng minh thdm thiét” that, khéng nhu tinh déng... chi rdn “mdi hé
rang... h6” nhu gilfa Tau Cong va Viét Cong hién nay. Qua la chuyén khoi-hai that!

Lé Chanh Thiém
Tai liéu tham-khao:

- Bai hoc Israel.

- Nhin qua céc cudc chién tranh Ai-Do.

- CNN, AP, AFP, BBC, www.navytimes.com
- http://www.mfa.gov.il

- http://en.wikipedia.org

- Tin tdng hap.
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